IHI n tﬁ.t r&met. Thn
e s undonﬂludlr good. It ac-
'Eﬂﬂl;ﬂlth*‘ihn polley which bas long
m nlhndﬁ.l by “The Registor)”
and recently [t has had the strong
advocacy of some mombers of Iarlla.
-potably Mr. Peake—who take a
special interest In edueational matters,
‘The prizes offered are certalnly few—
ten for the boys and ten for the gicls;
and {n country schools which cannot
malotaln a sixth class there are many
more than 20 clever lads and  Insses
who would amply justify any wise en-
conragement offered to them In  the
continuance of their studies.  If 20
country. schools should possess the ads
vanced classes the scholars attending
them as prizebolders from surround-
lng districts will average only one per
school: so that the new classes will not
be numerically much strengthencd in
this way. The 20 prizes alluded to are
quite distioet from the 45 exhibltions
or bursaries which arve Intended  to
carry puplls beyond the elementary
stage, and which are tevable elther at
the Mupil Teachers' Sclhool, the Ad-
vanced School for Girls, or one of the
private colleges, The present Intention
in the estublishment of  the “junlor
scholarships™ I8 merely to, foster the
growth of what the Hon. E. Lyulph
Stanley, writing in the “Contemporary
Review," calls  *“hizher clementary
schools."

The old adage to the effect that one
man may take a horse ‘to the water,
‘but many canpot make him drink Is
very slgniticant in connection with na-
tonal schemes for higher educatlon.
The clever and really studlous puplls
should have the preference In any at-
tempt to carry public education e
yond the elements of reading, writing,
and arithmetle; and for this reason we
have advocated the economical plan of
inereasing the nuomber of scholarships
and other prizes rathor than the waste-
ful system of Inaugurating high schools
malntained 'by the State. Through
their fallure to recognise and to act
upon this prinelple the progressives in
the Britlsh school boarfds bhave lald
themselves open to-effective attacks
from thelr opponents. For instance, In
the »*“Natlonal Review” Moo W. C.
Bridgeman writes;—

The Progresmive Papty have not mstiblished a
claim to capacity l'ur orguniration by the mannet
in which they havrs carried out this woik (of ex-
tending the sope vf elementary education). Every
one will agree to the postulate that the mere fact
of poverty should not prevent any child from re-
crivieg odutation in ali the stages up (¢ the uni-
versity, if that chiid ls clever enough 1o do justice
to L Bot that I3 not & resson for giving (ne
siruction above the standards in about eighty dils
ferent departmenta, free of charge to  all who
cheoes to avall Lthensclves of it: acd it i a clumsy
arrangement If, 'n order to benefit ten clever but
poor childeen, l'hr rilepayens’ money musl also be
pent In  giving highes Indtrection feee (o Aly
children wno may not be capable of deriving any
advantzge from if, and filiy more whose parcnis
wan pertectly well afford to pay & redscnable fee.

This puts only oné aspect of the case
against State-supported high  schools,
becanse the expensivencss of the ela-
borate provision made for the Iree
higher education of those children
who do pot desire it, or who do not
need to recelve It free of cost, lnevi-
tably results In Hmiting the advantages
offcred to really eager but poor siu-
dents living Io the more rewote local
places. Mr. Bridgeman mentlons his
experience regarding one  school at
which dancipg was taught as a higher
elementary subject, and  which at-
tracted the atténtion of many puplls
who were nnj'!hlug but studiously In-

M It was a terrible tactical mis- |

take for the Progressives to  begln
spending money upon fanciful matters
before they had In even the most mo-
derate degree satistied  the require-
ments of young people whoso poverty
alone prevented them from mounting
the ladder of learning.  Through this
blunder the cause of higher public edu-
cation Im England has received a

from thnh it will take many

check
Jears {0 recover.
mhqfnrlnmuhu nt the Ad-

ﬁrﬂtr s hmu mqun of o contury
In existence and lhas 'l‘llb.'ll::ﬂd I:II,I- n.uﬂr;
lady graduntes, 10 By nothiug of the
‘preseuce of many other bighly cultured
ladios Who are good teachers—this spe-
clal plea has no foree. The Advanced
Schiool for Girls 18 an anomaly, and
will become Inereaslngly so when the

Pupll Tenchers' Schools and the teh-
chers' classes at the Universlty shall’
have Decowe fimnly established.  So.
far from encouragiug the progross of
the ‘higher education of girls, the pre
sence of such an lostitotion may tend
to discourage It by forbidding the os- |
tabiishimernt of private schools; and by
reducing s fees to an absurd rate. it
could ruln struggling private Instrace
tors of glris dn the higher grades. Thoe
shadow of Government competition,
conductd on uncomuerclial principles,
slts lke a nightmare upon private ons
terprise In many directlons: and some
detinite understamdivg should be soon
arvived at regarding the exaet Hmits of
State Interference. 1In the domaln of
advanced cducatlon the duty. of the
State ceases when it has  provided
clever but poor puplls with an oppor-
tunity of Improving thelr talents for
the ultlmate benetit of the conmunity,
Frown a strictly utllitarclan  polnt of
view such & work Is a profitable invest-
ment, amd suceess In industrinl com-
petition between  different  countries

of loss been avolded It might have been
practicable 1o have made betier provi-
slon for the higher ¢ducation of coun.
try boys and girls than that indicated
\ in the new regulations.

will In future depend Lwgely upon the
extent to. whichh the abilitdes of ca-
pable young people are Judiclously fos-
tered. But offering au'advanced schopl
oducation w0 those w ho ‘are able and
willing to pay for It at the rfull current
rate Ig2 po part of the State’s duty.
There have been too many unjustid-
able experiments of the State soclails-
tic' Kind In education. The Agricultu-
ritl School, for instance, Is an Institu-
tion malnly for the benetit of clty lads
who in gendral are not In want of op-
portunities for cducaton, and it un-
fairly-competes with private secondary
schools. The Eduecation Department I=
wasting its ¢fforts in ‘sowe direetions,
and this accounnts for the fact that sinee
thie death of the late Inspector-General
the expenditure has  increased from
£150,004 to £154.810, or at the rate of
nearly £3 for each additlonal ehild 1n-
structed. There Is good reason to be-
lieve that the system of calllpg out a
number of head masters to acvt as n-
spectors must result In adding to the
costliness of the department by In-
croasing the number of highly pald
ofHcers who occupy positions of com-
mand [n the service. Ilad this source
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