dered necessary by the recent lnno.
| vation i tralning school methods; ana
Joccasion has been taken to  alter a
number of detalle relating to other por
tions of the work of the department
|The persons primarily coneerned lu
| the first instapee are the pupll teach-
Jers and those who {otend to enter the
ranks of the teaching profession. *7The
Rogister” has pointed ont on several
occaslons how urgent I8 the ncvessity
for malntaining the supply of wen
| teachers 1o Australla; and the gradual
decrease in tlie proportion of male to
female assistants mustcanse anxiety to
those responsible for the welfare ot
the sehools, The Education Depart
ment has not, ke the University, haa
the ool fortune to recelve an Elde.
bequest; and It has béen compelled to
adjust its fipances on the principie o
deducting from one line of expense the
costs of lmprovements effccted ubder
other headings.  Beginning with  tiw
lowest rung in the ladder of the public
school service, we find that a consider
able additton will take place in the
number of monitors, who are pald at
1 the rate of 4=. 2 week for boys and 34,
34, for girls. Yorwerly pupll teachers
were assigned to all schools éxXeepting
those with very few puplls; lriu't thie
new regulations provide that & schooy
having as many as 75 children In at-
tendance may be worked by the teachs
er, assisted by two moultors paid the
low salaries mentiongd. This 1::wri:1ll;:.r
explains why the latest system wily
cause¢ a great reduction n the num-
ber of the pupll teachers, for monitors
will take the positions of those who
are displaced or not appointed.
On the other hand, young people whi.
have been accepted as pupdl teachers
will enjoy a better chance of fitting
themaselves for thelr future profession
than they have hitherto had. They
will undergo  slx  years' tmining, ot
which the first two will be spent lu the
Pupll Teachers® School, the second twh'_
in obtaining experience through actual
teaching, aud the third two In attend-
ing the University Training School,
At first the salarles will be low—£1351
per annum for boys and £12 for girls—
but, a4 this payment will be  givel
while they are devoting all thelr time
to study, the treatment seems pot un
generous. For the first year of actua |
work the male pupil teachers will re-
colve £20 andithe girls £24.  Then,
while attending University - lectures,
the students will have malntenance
money at the rate of £30 por annnm-
an amount in some cases Inereased to
£60 or even £50 if the student s o mar
rled man, Inducements are offerad to
encouragze those who have had threc
years' experience In teaching, aud who
can pass the senlor publle or  somgo
equivalent examination, to come under
the University  training regulations;
and this is a satlafactory change. The
Qtate has ralsed up formidable oppo-
sition to the privato school teachers,
and It should make m'ur:_ru-ymnnhlu
effort to assist those who are compe
tent in jolning the ranks of the public
school staff.  Apother act of Justee s}
the regulation enubling  provisional
school teachers t  become classitied
and to mse In the profession. The
general effect of the finaneial  altera-
tlons, 80 far as the pupll teachers and
trainecs are concerned, will be that th
total amount recelved by the young lu.
structor nntdl attalning to n salary o1
£3 a week will be about the same as It
1s now. The progress will be a littl
slower: but valuable educational faclll
ties will be offervd as a countervalling
advantage. Altogether It appears that
the positfons of the pupll teachers—
moxst of whom reside In the elty or sub-
arbs or In the larger towuns—wlll "b&l
materdally fmprovedd (o some respecis)
amnd that to this extent they will b
placed In strong contrast o monltors In
country scbools having less than 55
scholars. A3 o
The higher elementary education
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terpative.  Bhortly afterwards  the
number of the exbibitions und bursa.
rlod offered to clover boys nnd glrls o
spectively was doublid; and under the
new regulntions the total will be .4
creased to 48, of which 26 will be ten-
abke at the Pupll Teachers' Schiool and
Advanced School for Girls, nnd 12 ag
private colleges, adjustmonts  belng
permitted to mevt the prefercnces  of
holders ko0 far ax may bo practicalile,
In the past childeen who hoave the ad.
vantage of uttending schouls large
enough to possess ffth and sixth clas-
svs have carrled off the Hon's share of

the prizes; while among country puplls
the children—often moembers of  his
own famlly—to whom the teacher may
choose to apportion a large amount of

his spare tme—paturally cnjoy the

best chances  of succoess, It I8 now
stipulated that certain country schools
shall be selected as speclally fitted to
have fifth and sixth classes, and thata
number of clover children—10 boys and
10 girls—from nelghbouring  schools
may recelve o malotenance allowance
of £10 per annum to coable them Lo nt-
L tend these higher clementary lostitu-
tonsg, This systom 8 an adaptation of
the plan of constitufing specitied pub-
le schools futo “superlor. schools,” as
In New South Wales, where daring
nbout 20 years the number of such
higher ¢lass ostablishments has beoen
Cnereased to 233, The success of the
lea, so far as the majority of country
pupils are concerncd, will depend up-
on the lUnes on which the examinations
are  institnted—upon the ¢ncourage-
‘ment or discouragement of e, Ni-
tural brightness of lantelleet ought to be
taken as the basis of selectlon. It
would be pitlable to see Hite children
under 12 (whiech is the age lmit) be.
ing crammed 20 that they may secure
scholarships at superlor public schools.

Assistant  Inspectors as o class o are
for the first tlme révognised In the |
new regulations.  Owlog o pressure

on the headqguarters stafls the plan of
appoiuting a  subordinate grade of
school supervisors, and of drafting In
i number of head teachers as occaslo-
nal Inspectors, has  gradually arlsen.
The new departure was adversely critl-
clsed by “The Reglister” when the drst
assistant Inspector was appolnted, and
the complaints whieh have been more
recently urged by our correspondents
regurding the effects of lts further ex-
tenslon as now formulated in the regu-
latlons scem to have fully justitied the
attitude then adopted. In former
times the practice was to have a full
Inspector statloned at some of the pro-
vineial centres of population, and the
regublittion providing for this arrange-
ment is still retained, although the in-
speetors now work much more from
headquarters than forwmerly, and the
provinelal resldential clause applies
principally to the asslstant Inspectors,
Anothor matter of much publie Interest
I8 the vexed question of Bible-reading,
The Act of 1575 distinetly provides
that no sectarlan or denominutional
teaching shall be allowed in nny
#chool; but In the regulations of 1802
a clansge was Inserted permitting the
department to lease any schoolhouse at
a nominal rental to any minlster of
rellzlon for rellglous lostruction dur-
ing convenlent hours. Thls regulation
was undoubtedly ultra  vires and 1l-
legal, and the reversion to the stipula-
tioms of the Act s only i accordance
with the law, as thepe I8 o distinet dif-
fercoce besween religlous Instruction
and Bible-reading without note or ol
ment. Taken altogether, the new regu-
Intions are certalnly In some respects
a declded fmprovement on those pre-
viously In rforce: but It I8 open to ques-
tlon whether—particularly In the coun-
wry districts—the meagne f*nmurnﬁﬂ'
ment oftensd to boys to  eplist in the
ranks of South Australlan  education-
{sts may not produce undesirable re-
sults, It would be more creditable to
the provinee If some of the State
money which has Deen squandered In
other vircetlons could have been utk
liged in providing better wages than
three or four shillings a weok to yOung
people who are expected to enter the

‘| be #o high at the start as previously, but

The matter is dealt with in the Educat
cation in  wchool  baildings,

sorvice in Iargely increased numbers
ns monitors,

mits Biblercading under certain com
tons., The foos for the Advanced School fo
Giirls have been reduced from £3 8. 64 t0

tions for boys and bursaries for gl
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: A NOTE OF DISCORD.

We arc informed that the coundil of the
Adelnide University have under considera.
tion a proposal to take over the whale of
the bwnldings now known as the Elder
Conservatorium of Music and devote them
for the future to the requirements of the
urts and ecience wchoold of the Adelside
University. If this idea is carried into
cffect it is promised that gome teaching
rooms will be bailt at the rear of the Elder
Conservatorium for the Sehool of Muysie,
while the large hall will still be used for
concerts. Considerable objection is taken to
this suggestion by teachers and pupils. We
are officially informed that this and other
schemes will be discussed by the University
nuthoritiea, At present no decision  has
‘been arrived at.

EDUCATION REGULATIONS.

IMPORTANT ALTERATIONS,
Revised  educatron  regulations which
have Dbeen i cowse of prepars-
tion {or moaths past woee  en-
dorax] by the Exccutive Council on Wed-
nesday moming. There are 452 in all, and
the new book which will be issued will be
a consolidwting measure, as all the old and
fresh rules have been incorporated in the
latest set. An immense number of altera-
tions of details, which were rendercd neces-
=ary by special features, have been
made, and several important principles in-
troduced,  The potable additivn relates
to the pupil toachers’ achool in
Adelade, but - this has been in
existence wmoe the bepioming  of  the
year, and is now in full operation. Students
as #oon as they manifest teaching ability,
and havethedesire to enter the departmeont,
are sent to the pupil teachers' school for
two years. Next they hbave two yean' tench-
ing, and the third two years they spend at
the University. Under this system not 0
many students will be trained as formerly,
and the reduction is expeécted to be about
one-half, In conscquence of thix pupil
teachers will not be placed in schools wherc
there o Jess than 100 scholars. Formerly
a school of 50 children secured a puopil tes-
cher. The salaries of the beginners will not

e

at the end they will reccive exactly the
same.. The roquirements for  higher
classification have been modiied to bring
them in line with the Uniwnrsity training.
With regard to secular instruction there is
power under the new providons to revise
the secular instruction from year to Year,
and to issue 4 new code, the idea being 12
keep abreast of the times.  The Ministes
anrounced recently that regulation 317, un-
der which any minister of religion could by
paying a mominal rent of l1s, per annum
attend a.school belore or after the usizl

f&?"’m é{,?jf;

hours and have the use of the room for re-
ligious instruction, would be struck out, and
it does mot appear in the latest provisions
1om,

Act, which prahibits mmimﬂ;l:l* |

£2 150, per quarter, The number of exhibie
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