[tiohix ‘of readers found it dificult to
peaoteate.  Washington Irviog, fn his
deliglitful essay on “The Mutabllity of
- Literature,” makes the old tome from .

forte pieve or two, or|
the musical community are mmt:];"ﬂﬂ |

to Mr. Treharno for enabling them to make

a further g
this mllﬂdﬁ!!mmm with the works of |

and on Tuesday afternoon a Lirge

of music lovers, mostly ludi !
at the Elder 1ial) to hear Mr, Tronae o

Ifﬂpmt a nuinber of representative picoes.

but lit

fokted, excopt at the ] '
Igivemr by .!-I}m 1 wonciumion of the songs |

somewhat austore, composer, |
audience

miaht have been expected, there Was|

e appreciation or enthusiasm mani-

v for the majority of the

' melections wero written in'n language not

a much better impression was created, and
anything more artistic than the pianist's
interpretation could searcely have been de
{¥ired.. Mr. Treharne alss did good work in
| the “Intermezzo, op.117,” and **Ballade, op,
10,7 which were bracketed with the *'Cae

of his playing were displayed to advantage.
}t 15 to be feared, howover, that the L;ﬁw.-
the progrumme, conveved only the idea of
‘not#¢ and a calisthenic disrﬂnz-? to the majo-
nty of the house. Miss Guli Hack,
AR.C.ML, sang three songs by Brahms, en-
.L_nt]ud L), that I might retmace the way,”
‘!.nuthl'u'l lay#," and *‘Hest thee, my lady,"
with an artistic conception of their many
beanties, and her sotto voce effects in the
latter song call for special praise. Mr, Tre-|
harne  accompanied with great taste and!

familiar to the majority of ¥

and Mr, 'I‘mhmuMwhuEm ﬂ%ﬁf}.
syle of playing forte passuges, Whiah were
consderably in evrdenoe in most of the se-
Fetion, idocs not conduoe 1o a clear undor
standiog of the works at a firt hearing.
In some of the quicter movements, notaboy

lovely andante frot the sontd, op,

wiecio, op. 116, and “Scherzo, op. 4. as
s last seloction, and all the ﬂ‘mtlh‘aium

‘Lhapsodics, op. 79,” with which he opened

{ brillianey,

Hog 284 2ed 190

. | FIVE CENTURIES OF |

: LITERATURE,
Two divergent streams of popular

novels—hooks in which the Interest Is
hardly. of a literary kind -at-adl: and
on thie' other side Is a‘prévalent dis.
position .among thoughtful -people to
search Tor those true literary treasures
which the “mighty minds.af old” have
loft as legacles,  The strength' of the

fc]nsslc-u of English literature.

literary taste are observable it the pre- |
sent day.  On the one side Is an Im-
mense.demand for merely: sensational |

cureent .which is now _setting in to-
warlls ‘a’ fuller appreciation of stan-
dard works cannot be fully understood

—

until the lists of reprint issues during
the last few years are | considered. |
Abﬂpt ‘=0 years ago one or two Lon-|
don publishers tentatively announced
an luteuntion to produce republications
of some classieal masterpleces of Eng-
lish Hteronture, reserving to themselves
the right to discontlnue the” serles as

soon as the public demand might flag,
So great was the success of (his vin-
ture, however, that at least a dozen
‘eminent firms have entered the fleld of
competition, printlng and binding re-
lssues of the best books In' o handsome
form and at & price which makes thom

avallable to practically everybody. The |

value of the good work thus begun
can hapdly be over-estimated by any
one who understands the elevating In-
fluence of pure lterature, A duty of-
all entrosted with leading positions in
the educational world I§ to co-opernte
zgealously In extending © the  popular
tasto thus evineced, and In this conuecs
tlon we hall with pleasure  the  an-
pouncement of a free public lecture by
Profestor Douglas on “Chuauecer, the
Man and His Art,'” to Do given at the
Unlyersity to-night.  The time |y
speclally opportune for extending the
popular taste for good classienl Eng-
lish lterature In Australin.  With this
object 4 he Reglater' recently publish-
ed an artlele on the quincentenary of
Chancer's death; and with a slinilar
purpose His llency the Governor
pas provided at the Unlycrsity annual
prizes; to bo called by the Hlustrious
no of Tenoyson, aud awandel to,

Jose who gain the most distingulshed
sositlons In the lterature. subjects of
the poblic examinations.
 Sandard teratore is /

| during the middle of the nlnutﬂuuthl_
contury scems to have owed Its origing

itx place on the library shelf exclalm
with a heavy slgh—"Al! I see how It
|s—these modern seribblers have supers
seded all the good old authors. 1 sup-
pose notalng Is read nowadays but Sir,
Philip Skiney's ‘Arcadin, "Sackville's
stately plays, and “Mirror far Magls-
trates,” or the fine-spun euphemisms
of .the . upparalieled John Lyly!"
but “the answer 187 that  cven)
most - of these “new-fangled pro-
ductions of the Press”  have'
lapsed Inoto obscurity, It I8, however,
worthy of mention—in the  light of
what has been sald regarding the re-
cent growth of a popular taste for
standard lterature—that the “noble’
thoughts, delicate Images, and graceful
turns of language” to which Irving re-
foerred as the gaving merlts of Sldney's
vArcendia” have rescued It from the
neglect of his day, and have placed
it in fts rightful nilche among the

Dr. Samuel Johnson had the poorest
opinion of Chaucer ns a poet.  Indeed,

throughout the so-called “golden age

of literature”—when  the courtiers off
Queen Aune were the patrons whose
amiles or frowns declded the fates of
aspirants to literary fame, and right
on until near to the close of the eigh-

teenth century—the artificinl taste of
the time prevented a proper apprecia-
tlon of the “Cauterbury Tales" or of
any of the other poems in which Chau-
cer displayed his genfus and drew upon

'his “well of English pure and unde-

filed.” Gray stood almost alone among
his contemporarles In his just and
gencrous estimate of the first great
master of English literature, 1t has,
howoever, been reserved  for  modern

veditors to fully elucldate the true vir-!

tues of Chauveer's poetry and the mglo-
dious quality of the verse In which he
wrote.  Irofessor Skeats's little book
on “The Chaucer Canon,” published
last year, presents a compendium  of
the rescarches which have conduced to
this result.  The autbhor of the “Can-
terbury Tales” posscssed what Holoes
enlls the “great sun-kindled, constric-
tve Imagination,” and presented o
‘stropng conirast to  those whom the
same writer classed as the "sweet als
bino poets,” many of whom di¢ young,
and all of whom are tinged with
meloneholy.” Of the latter clasgs, Cow-
::[wr. Keats, and Kirke White are cited
as examples.  DBeautiful as Is some of
their work, it Is nevertheless partly a
product of diseased nervous couditons,
and cannot furnish entire satsfaction
to the minds of men and women whose
blood I8 warmer, apd whose pulses are
stronger, than those of the poets. Much
of the distaste for standard literature
which pervaded  the popular notions

to the prominence given by many re-
liglous writers to  the more morbid
works of the “albino pocts.” The re-
bound from the pressure applied by
such authorities produced on the other
alile n degree of lleence which shocked
and distressed right-thinking people,
Between these two condicting Hrers
ary forces the public at last acquired
a dlslike for poetry of any class, and
betook Itself with avidity to the sehsa-
tional novel. The tyranny of this
type of literature has for yeurs been
almost absolute, and the great majo-
rity of the volumes lssued from the
pross have been works of flietion withs
out any pretensions to the higher ats

publie taste I& turning, 1t ‘was cons

books lxsued in 1808 was 6,008; but last
year this total was redoced to 5,071
‘During the prescnt year the yolumes
‘published will probably be fower stilly
but the reprints of standan classical
‘works and of novels by really great
‘writers huve been largely augmented.
Thix augurs well for the establishment
of a popular demand for literdture of
'the Bighest merit, althongh It threa-

thind rate wrlters of g
Lmﬁm'szg;i ' nmtﬁfﬁ%i““
the last 500 years has passed throvgh

(the In years has passed
‘ably none hus beon fraughi WAL HH

tributes of Hterature. But the tide of

puted that the number of actually news

tens to greatly curtall the prospects of,
et
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works slrowed that be wus very
-

| in his marriage with lis wife, Phill
| was probably a muuﬁwr'if Ji”ﬁ; of

Gaupt. ¢

and though o “pood fellow,” wus oot ooe
of tlp: stock of which reformers were made,
Milton also was vahappy in bk mITIEEe, |
but the standpamt from which the twe
men Jooked on marrage wis eotimely diffes
rend.  Chaucer was o an ar-
tist, and when Lroable tamo he barsed hime
scli in his books, end the tronble merely
addad a sjnoe of brtternes to bis wriling.

| The 4wo gremt systems of potsy in the

dayx of Chavoer were the Anglo-Suxon and

| the*Latin,  The Jattor waX taken from the
roubadours,

Aradbic, and adopted by the T
Ilﬁ‘gmhﬂhuu%m. ﬂmmdhth-r came Lo

wath the Normans, it was Chagcer wha
finully deciled the contesrt botwoen the
Anglo-Saxon and the Anglo-French styles
in favor of the ketter.  In his carly works
he wus_merely an dmitator and. w. .
tor, wod he showed promise, but not ful-
filment.  His mocond pericd was largely -
Hoenced Sy his vigts to Genoa, 'Tim, aud
Florence. At the htter plaoce it was quits
posstible that be may bave mot Boooancia
xnd Potrarch, However this may have
boen, s ltuban tmp was (notful Sn it
effcot ‘on English litersture, and he moon
after wrote s great work, “Troillus  and
Crestda,” and about this time be was Gven
a penszon oqual 1o £200 of our money. The
lmﬁhﬂ lns p ity wax when he weat
% Pardument as o kmght of the Shire of
Kent.  Aftergthis wmme a pemod of ad-
veraty fosy poet owing  to  political
changes. ~J of Gaunt, his putron,
leit  Enghil, and the Dake = of
Gloucester, who replacad him ad' regent,
ousted Chancer from his official positions,
and until hus death the latter wus almost
always 'in financial struits. His last year
of lile was marked by a bnef period of
moderate prosperily, oming to a peosion of
£400, which was granted to him. Speaking
of Chavcer's great work, “The Canterbury
Tales,” Professor Dotglas said their

was better than Ut of any similar colles-
hetion of tales, and wua far bedter than
that of it= counterpart, Boocarso's
*Decameron,” inasmuch as it included  all
classes of sogjely, and eviry charactor was
thorooghly defined.  His tales bad mo
moral purpose, but were told for their

| value as stomes, and they were the crown-

ing achicvement of his career—iley gmve
him his splendid place in the d's s
tory. Chavcer bad o kindly, gonial téen-
perament, mellowed and saddened  somes
what by disappointment, but be was po
grumbler und no coward. He had a dt-ﬂr‘
and temder Jove for mankind — a manly
love, cntirely free from eentfmentahity, a
love accanhing to kpowladge. Iis view
of hurmuan natare was broad and deep. THe
tad o Iv:;nn r};.:l for lﬁlﬂ?ﬂ and
wos  maeh amu at hittle a

foibles, and petiy hypoctisivs.  His satire

wits, however, never cruel, a

|

Lit all there wus a profound jaty for ami &

¥ thy with humanitly. A :
T et b livect suhch
fﬁ:mnr prersonitics] the muhﬂmﬁ
st conventionshen
fe ,ﬁﬁ H}ﬂrﬁmllﬂ'ﬂm the’
hmmnn . . i
rh'ul.rm-::l'ﬂﬂrﬂ:ﬁﬂ- e helpd on the

dawning national movensnts, and in &
'n"l.lﬂT.I ;f! Wl the EIH‘LI; h}'m' ik !HI:IEH-I; '
Woere grave moasons 5 _ k-
Chaucer =hould mot be neglectad A
tratia.  We had po reully greas cxamples




