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Twenly-five years af-

Alr.  Hansom  was  Chairman
of the Seleot Committes which led to the
foundution of the Bouth Australian Insti-
tule and Public. Libedry, and forty years
after he was Chairman of the Royal Com:
minsion which recommended the foundation
of the South Austialian Pablic Library,
Art Gallery, and Musepm, and which led
td the orection of the present buildings.
The original  committee  Wora — Jahn
lirown, who lived in Banlk-sirect for ro
ymany years, and whose house was tho re
isort of all the quidnunes of the time, Ro
bert Gouger, R, D. Hanwon, G, 8. Kingston,
and Dr. Wright, There wan nn obligation
to which all the members fixed theie nimes,
and lre did not think tha exhibits at the
conversazione the previous night were more
interesting to the colony than the anlo-
Ifll‘ﬂ]'lhn n[JI:-[‘lndnl to Lhat obligation, Ua |
seplember 16, 15834, Mre. Gouger made | o
béginning, of the library of relerence and
consultation by making. a presént of 00
books and 4 volumes of  pamphlels,
He had  wished to  produce all that
remained of  those bpoks, but he
eld in his hand one of the volumes
ol pamphlet= wiich had been rebound, and
which was identified by the catalogue 'in
tho minute, and by Me, | Gougers sig-
nature. 1he boaks were sent t6 the colony
in the eship Tam o Shianter, which
arnived before 'roclamation: Day, but it was
not until June 23, 1838, that o meeting
was hold to consider the advisablences .of
establishing a Mechanica' Institute.  That
was opened on Angust 1 v Mr. James
Hurtle Fisher. The books were transferred |
to the Mechanies” Institute, which bad its
home 'for about ten yearsina woodenshaaty |
near Lthe site of the prestut rallway station,
In 1848 the Mechanies®™ Tnsbitute etffocted an!
allianee with  the »outh Austmalian  Late-
rary Society, and removed to Peacock’s
Buddinges, and afterwards to Exchange
Chambers.  In 183 a reading-room was
opened, and under an Act of Parlinment,

ssed the same vear, the South Australian
ﬁs:imtp was established. This was mostly
secured through the personal‘influcnes of
John Howard Clark. In the history of tho
Public: Libeary of South Ausiralia he was
no: quile =0 amposing a Hgure as S
Redmond Barry, who was the mainapring
of the Library movements throughout Aus. |
tralia.  But Mr. Clark wuk o fost attrac
tive personality, ‘and it was doé to his ef-
forts that * the * lustitute’ Aot 'wus
passed. They would sce hik portrait in the
reading-room of the DPublic Library, bt
that represented him after his health had |
broken down alter long vears of yournalis-!
tic work. Hpe remembersd him at an sarlier
' stage. with his red hair and tawny beard,
his squege shoulders abd well-Knit flgure,
and his apt and ready Shakspearian quota-
tions; he secmed to g:im as, il he belonged
to the graciots time of Queen Elizabeth,
and bad just strolled out of ' the Globe
Theatre after a performance of *“‘Hambet,”
SMacheth,” or “A Midsummer Night's
Dream.”  Tha  Public  Library  and
Art Gallery Act’ was passed in 1884, and
the Poblic Library was accommaodated in
the new Libmry Buailding in that ywar, The
Library, which at the foundastion of the co-
luny consisted of 60 or 8) volumes, now
numbered 44,000 volumes,
the Govermor passd the Library um.ll.:r re-
view at the Teachers' Cotiference on Seplem.
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ivornors of the different States for the par-

machba,
sibisfy thair requirements, Tho fimst duty
of the Treasurer waa to make both ends
meet, and bhe dedred %o point
that it  coold not;, ho  sugpested
that: the targ or the Go-
vernment had pol been generous in their
wupport of edocation or hbranes  lhey
could mot call a Government parsimotions
which, with & revesue of two nod  three-
quadier ' millions, was uble to spare
LI00,000 this very yoar for {ree
cdueation. During - the. Bos - forty-
one years singe tho Govermment bad under-
taken the maintenance of Lhoe hbrarics ho
found they bad spent on Publie Libraries,
Art Gallery, and Museum £]180,000; on
country and saborban Institotes,  £130,000;
and on the Public Librury, Museum, and Art
Gallery buildings, £100,000, making a total
of £411,000. He passed from that subject
in the fervent hope that better times might
moon place the Public Library abreast of
the Public Librames of the other colonies of
Ausiralia, and give them as much redson
to be proud of it as they were proud of
the building in which it was housed.
He had heen unable to persuade tha Minis-
lers of Education of one of the colonics of
the practical valusof llw of that charac.
ter. Thie published p ngs of the 3yd-
ney and Melbourne Conferonces were gath-
clent answer to  any suggestiom of | thoat
kind. 1f they required proof of the prac-
tiGtl roults of the gathenmgs they had
only to recall the supeoh gift of Mr. Mit-

chell to the Syduey Publis Library, tbe
direct result of the Sydney meeting.  Ano-
ther éxample was when t inderatigable
Libraran, Mr. Adams, went® to the
Melbourue  Confisence  he  saw.  the
advantages of the c<ard ®vstem:  of
indexing, and  through the cour-
teay of the Public Library of Vietonia
one of the Sonth Australian staff went over
to Vietoda and learnt the eystem, which
had since been adopted in the South Aus-
trulian Library. To understand the result
of Conferonces of that sind they had to go
w England and the United States, The
Library Associations in England and in the
Unned States had beea in exisience snco
1576 and 1877, and 23 or 24 Conlercliced
had been beld in both countrics. The Free
Librariesn Act, i aced into E in

1550, was! for:many years almost'n dead

lotier, but owing to the tonstant reitem-
tion of its advantages At the Conferenced |
of laie years the Free Labramies Act bhad

come into practiéal operation, and Sir John

Lubbock, at the international meching 1o’y
1847, mentioned . that there were 300 Lowns
in England which had taken advantage of
the Act, and these districts were Inhabited
by half of the pﬂci)ul:lllm of  England.
[n order  to understand the hebes
it of Copfercbecs” of that kind
they had 1o . go. to  Amerita, where
American minds anderstood the practical
benefits of onganization. Their Amencan
friends recognised the advantage of the As-
wociation, and they had now Federal Lisf
brary Associntions, And also an organiza.
tion of State Library Associations in nearly
half the States of the Union. They had also
State Commissons appointed by tha Go-

pose of advavcing the library system and
giving information o those who required
it. They had the srme thing in South Aus
tralia to pome extent. Instead of State Li-
brary Commissions they bad the Institote
Parlmamentary Committee of the House ol
Assembly, and instead of the State Library
Arsociation tl'nc:%-1 bad the Insttutes’ Asso-
clation, which had associated with it 100
Institutes with over 5,000 members,  The
result of the organization and Library Aw
sociation had been to bring about a greater
advanco in the library movements in Ame
rica durlng  the list  decade  than in
the previous W ra of thoe centucy.

the City of Boston, only a hittle larger than
Melbourne, there were seventeen branches,
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tion, That body was aided by
subsidy for many yvears, bat
of finapces  the subsidy was wit

were mostly subseription
cuvtons wax to allow vislors access €5
books. He could not see why, if the
staried a free clreulating !:IL in
bourne and Sydney it shoaold
do so at Dallarat and Goualboarn:
That would largely increase  the cost
of poble Hbraries, but his view was that
| they should tmve free o ing kbrurics
Itgmmr:n;u‘?iﬁlﬂm He ' did not think
“they shouli oVeErnmeny instfations,
 but  Lhat ihey should be municipalized.
' They had an Aol in South Anetralia fo
| the establishment of {ree librarios, and the
| Lepls'elure bad given powder tn iminose 4
. rate as ogainst a 1d. mte in BEogland. It
i 'was only paesxd in 1998, und so far had been
a deal letter, What the futare nm
lie library system’ wouold ‘be in A a it
waE impossible Lo foreawt, bud bhe was
uite sure that when the Prosdent of the
Australian Library Amenciotion €n one hun-
dred Years hemee WA .'.fiﬂrfﬁ;nr_' the mead.
ing of the Association the hall in which it
was held would be crowded, and fe would
congratulnte -the membors of the Associa-
ysion’ on the fact ¢hat the systent in Aus

tralis wax qQuite abreast
lie l.ihru‘irf of Amerioa, iy ”It'::ﬂdeb:
or any other part of the world, Tha

cnergetic catlempls to posh and  adver-
Lise tho work of the free circulating librare
lcs was a prominent featore of the Ameri-
can svstem. There Wero -

reading-rooms, and delivery stations. In

in the papery, on sircet cars, and i hotods
In Australia, as in Amenca, they provided
the iterary banquet, bol in the auter place
they went forth into the  highways and
compelled thein to come in.

A MODEL LIDRARY.

Mr. E. Lo T, Armstrong, Libratan of the
Public. Labrary 6f Victorza, read an inte-
resting paper on A Model Library from a
Libraran's Poant of View.” He expressed
the omnion that it wins well to have an
ideal, oven if it was imposaible to reach it,
and it soemed (o him thaf in Australia they
tion of an $Gwal hhmr{, end

among
libramans who bad given any thought o
thio subject, certain essenbials were so weil
revogaised that it should not be imposable
to imagine a library that would fairly” <x.
In' other countries the
maticr was etgaging scrious attention, but,
s> fur as ho could ascertain, mo madical
mado on Panizsi's
idea, ax carried ‘ontie the Botish Mustam, |
He pianned a great’ arcular reading-room,

ture' ‘additionas i storerdons withim sy
apooet, No groater tribute bad been paid
to the excellence of the idea than the fact
that the nowly erceted Library of Congress
at Weshington bad becn buiit on mmilar
linee, Mo thought that this systom might
bé weorptod as s basis for a model hibeary,
as it allorded n'-:-?u': for a fair compromise
between absolitely freo accow o ° the
shelves and cotire exclusion, aad provided |
for o maximum of supervision Wi & mini
mum of cost. ' U I.hj:?* accepled the idea in
the main, details might be marked out ac-

conding to cucumslances. The chief fea-
ture of a library should be a great roading:

light, "so demigned
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New South Wales that it was
practicable to give mabstantial ® 1]:91#1
reds of earncst men and women .
jout the colony without interfering in kny
! : he thowauds of aty bar-
rowers. After cxpressing his admiration of
the book box sywem which
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