Trades’ Hon
l.|

\ im \ ' morn ‘There
Yus 8 large attendance, including Mr. W.
AL Broome, Superior Publie Schoal

Surry Hilly, °1'~} tﬁ"ﬁ b ;
_ oY e Messra, ;. H.
G-t;hrpl"ruidm: of thmdnrim Union,
and I . Burston, of 8¢, Kilda. The Presi-
dell_ll:. Mr. J, Harry, occupied the chair.
The President. ini his annual report
stated:—For several yoars past it has been
the practice to meet at these conferences to
Ennp to addresses and to hear loctures
ealing with various pbases of education.
eve have been delivered by thoss who
ave specinlly qualiied to deal with
the subjects that have been considered. The
Dresent conference will be found to be no
exception to the rule, and for him who
th cars to hear there will not bs wanting
an abundance of instruction and enlighten:
meat, It appears to me, therefore, desirabile
that [ should consider the question of the
Teachers' Union and the teachers rather
than that I should attempt to deal with
30me abstract mibject relating to education.

The time has arrived wher we may fairly
endeavour to  gauge the work and
position’ of the Unim. No more

htting time than the present will occur,
We can, I think, as members look with
sitisfoction upon the work that we have
accomplished, and upon the fact that the
position and mfluence of the profession in
this colony have.certainly been strengthened
since our Unjon  was_established, The
Union has had a beneficial influenes upon |
ourselves, (Applagse.) . We have felt the
impetus  of individual enthusiasm. No-
thing is more essential to thorough success
than enthusiasm, and in the teachiog pro-
fesmion it is a sine qua non, It is enthu-
sidsm that wnies great books, that thinks
out striking inventions, that rears great ar
chitecture, that breathes sublime mume,
that paints great pictures, that undertakes
heroie enterprises, and that makes educa-
tion a living power, f the Union has
miven us increased enthusiasm, it has per-
formed a useful work, (Cheers.)  Jt has
alto tended to destroy a fecling of isolation
that is often felt, especially vy our teachers
in the =cattered portions of the colony.
Many of cur members are doing an admar-
able work on the ontskirts of our civiliza-
tion—(¢heers)—and although we can mect
here but onee in a year, we all realize that
we are one in purpose and in aim, and that
which at one time was to modat of us a Jist
ol names in the “Edncation Gazette,”
| has givem place to the idea of per-
sonal inlerest in one another. (Cheers.)
The Unton has given us a higher apprecia
tion of the work in which we are engaged,
Ashamed we may sometimes te of oursclves
we need newsT be go of our occupation, dhe
light and frivolous may smeer as they will,
but those whose opinion ix worthy of a mo-
ment’s consideration ‘never fail to appre-
ciate it at a better value. We praise the
| sculptor who, from a rough block of marble
chisels oot a beautiful image that seems to
almost live, wo praise the statesman who
gives a splendid Constitution to the State;
we praize the physician who with unremit-
ting care and akill brings back health and
strength again, Is he who unfolds the
thooght and life and character of the child
bes . worthy of our commendation? The
U'nion has brought us in closer touch with
the thoughls and endeavours of temchers in
other colomes. It ben the privilege of
a few of ns to be welcomed to their con-
ferences by our brethren in Vietona, and
it has been the pleasure of ua all to condi-
ally reemive delegates who have vidted us
from that colony. The reception that we shall
at the pro time extend to the gentle-
men who, | am glad to sy, have been' able
ts come (rom Melbourne and Sydney ta be
with us today will .be most cordial,
(Cheers). ‘Thess inte ean be pro
dnctive of nothing but good to all concern-
ed. [ anticipate that some day we nﬂl
have a federation of Umions, (Cheers).
Although ' the federation of the colonies 18
not supposed directly to affect education,
| there can be no question that the tendency
will be that the rules and practices will
eventually in all the colonies be hrought
more mto hne. (Hear, hear.) Wo may
have some things worthy Lo be l.l.'la-pbr.dmt:}'
other colonies, and there cun be na doube
that they have man thu;trn to teach us,
I hiope 1 shall be pl.nfnnﬁl M T say that the
q[}nlnll has pot been entirely unsuccessful
In its conneetion with the Fdueation [e-
partment. We have on different occasions
represented our views to the department
woncerning the work In the schools, and weo
| have met with unvarying coartesy and con.
sideration. Whenever "QEI:IITI' approached
the present Minister of Edveation, ar his
pradecomor, our rumuinuhna:a have bheen
refully reviewed, and on OOCAN T e
shu we have met the Board ol In ]
Lgur roquesta have fally :anmd.
 (Hear, hear.) Mwmlmﬁ,
t of mutual confidence, T believe, be
mt:hn : {’I lnlll1 lhittutﬂ;rn
an Al presentl. i are n
it would be out ﬂfdph-nl ta state, while
“should [ail in our duty were we Lo ne-
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" his acknowledgment.  All
ave, g oo b Erinu
¥ ] "1
fally mﬂdilﬂ our hl.;z i‘}“
b o

wm b “f information
sl the change
f“'l. .,..I.H-li

t comix omly
the fimt place,
rule in our re-
The fablo of the
boy and the nuta will point a moral for
many/a day, It hus one here. Lot us not
et 1D AnXious Lo secure t reforms
that, however good. are entirely beyand cur
reach, but rather lot us endeavour to ob-
tain Lhose advantages that are attainable,
(Hoar, hear.) Another thing to aim at iuj
to gain broad views of things,  They
should be national, not parochrl. (Hear,-
hear,) There fs a constant tendency for
primary teachers (o narrow the view. Wa
are =0 constantly in the hablt of bringing
our minds to meet thost of the children
that it ix very difficult to aveid the error
of looking at things {rom too near a posi-
tion.  Especiully ix it necessary that 1in
our intercourse with the department we!
should endeavour to lpok at things from its
| point of view, The department has so
| many interests at stake, it has so many
varving conditions to bring into harmany,
that it naturally views many matters {rom
a nuite different standpoint.  We may!
sometimes &y taking a different view save
ourselves from disappointment and failure.
After all, the main r‘vint 1 {0 remember
| that the intercsla of the scholars are of
primary importance. 1 do not suggest that
this bhs not always bean mo. Indeed, it
is undeniable that the !Ubfh?tﬁ that we
have most (requently and warnestly con-
| sidered  have been those relaling to the
improvements in our modes of teaching, in
| chunges in the curniculum for the benefit
of the scholars, and in kindred matters.
[t will bo well not to foreet that the echool
is built for the scholar. We shall find that
ns the welfare of our pupils becomes the
inspiration of our lives our labours will I
of greatest blessing and profit to ourselves,
Ihere have been elements of weakness in
Unions in other places thay have mliitated

(Hear, hear,

1
]

against their complete success, and we
shall do well to pote them in order that we
may avoid similar experiences heére.  There
is a desire often to secury reforma and an
impatience when they are not speedily ohbs
tained.  As teachers we must “learn to
Iabour and to wait.,” When, however, wa
are convinced that we are  secking that
which is good and right, let us pursue our
aim with d]u:u:-rminnnf courage ang steady
perseverance,  "Let ug not be weary in
well-doing." (Applause.) We are, I
hope, above the feeling that the great ob-
et of our coming together is to have one
big grumble.  We have been wise in this
resprect in the past,  There have been in-
stances within our knowledge in which the
spirit of grumbling among members of si-
milar bodiex has killed confidenoe angd re-
tarded ]|Irm:rmf. Omne thing that we ought
particularly to guard againgt is any feeling
thiat the interests of the country schools nre
not those of the town, and that the city
teachers are indifferent to the needs of the
country.,  This, you may be assured, is
not the case.  Equally thnulﬂ the thought
be banished that the goodness and energy
and talent and wisdom of the profession are
tound only within the sound of the Town
Hall chimes,  (Hear, hear.)  This, you
may be folly eanvineed, is not the case.” Ib
s unavoidable that the bulk of the work of
he Union should fall upon the eity teachers,

aut when porsible  those in the counlry

hould have full time and opportunity ta

liscurs every mattér brought before us, 1t

s by beiog united that we shall be strong
in influence, stremg in endurance, strong n
usefulnesa,  There is a feed that we all
shall be united in our efforts to improve the
means of education in this colony. ‘I'here is
neither time nor room for obstructionists,
nor for idlers. Qur system is not yet Hr
fect. Nong can be, ‘I'rue systems  and
progresive,  To the knowledge and expe-
riencs of the past must be added the oppor-
tunities and conditions of the present.
We hear wm-u:.ih:ﬂu the ntt:]trlmum. ih}l.
young tecachers bave mo spoc nteredt 1n
our proceedings. If this be so, there can be
no greater mistake. (Haomr, ligar.) Those
who have borue the bhurden and heat of the
day, and whose work is nearly done, may
have reason ta feel that any changes thas
may be made will aflect them but littie:
but ¢ controversy, every decision, every
change will certainly influence the lives of
younger men for yoars. 1t peeds no greal
argument to show. that the yo toache.d
of to-day who take the greatest interest in
all that pertains to their calling will be Lo-
morraw  those who shall be leaders ol
thought and action in our midst. We can
congratulate ourselves in that we bave a
systetn of trainipg for teachors that is the
envy of ot that is a eredit to the
heartsa and bruins of t who willed and
wrobght it, and that will, we
of lasting goowd to this coleuy.
The pupil wacher
R‘:L some ol the _;1
AV D remaoy :
yoars' uninterrupted study at the begin:
ning of the course angd the consequent rais

‘;E;IM the age at wh e teschiog |

ieh
na,  After that a further two years ab
-the Universit plml l{m m-:hla;n in an ad-

mirable nosition umunhn_ﬂ_ e education,
At present ra':lﬂon - ¢, we under
R on Teniaia ool ey J .

similar training to }hlt’ﬁf-lnlhh The timi
robab when it will be noces.
. y of the former lu.ﬂ"ftl;ﬁm

-~ in South Australia

‘great; but great privil in :
sponstbilitics, 'RI'o “"E:'m much s “P“"
fram lum much shall be required.” We are
at the formdation of a glorions edifice. We
are helping to fix the corner-sionea of &
great pation in these southern lands.  Shall
we not determine that ps far as we are cons
cerned luwf! shall be lr{'l!-:l' laid. The bl
ders will pass awny an nn MOre seehn;
but the building will endure. The toil and
wearines=  will be  forgotten;  but the
work that we do for good or ill will}
eomtinue for many gencrations, (Cheers.)|
Sometimes in the summer evenings aa the
sun is setting we look to the castern hilla
Tho walleys and the bills are seen; but
soon the lower beights are lowt in sbade,
the valleys disappear 1n low. LT
mits, however, seem to have an edded
splendour.  They 4{]1-.1: to live in a flood
of glorious light. And s with ue, When
towards the evening of lile we shall look
back upon the past the depressions, the
weariness, and the f[ailures will be lowt in
oblivion: but on that which we bave ac-
{-ﬂnr[ililhnl. on the mamory of duty done
an the remembrance of the good, there w
rest the light of the sotting sun. (Cheers)

Mr. Burnard presented the Treasurers
report. In doing so he said the finanpes
were i a satisfactory condition. The kv
L ceipts for 1900 had been £53 s, 8d. and
the expenditure £10 104, Od., lexving a
balapce of £42 5a. 11d. Of the £53 odd re:
celvei, no less than £47 45 was r?rn-::rm]
hy subacriptions, rhowing that 472 teachers
hid become booa-fide members of the Un-
jon. That wns an indication of Lhe estima-
thon 0f the Union by the teachers of its
popolanty ‘and the great interest felt by
them in its success, (Cheers.)

Mr. A, H. Neale, Minute Seerctary, sub
mitted his peport, which  statad, inter

alin:—

Durin= the past year eleven regalar monthly meet
ingn of 1he 1lf:¢utfn have been heldaod one special
mecting,  Tho atlesdince of memixms has * bern
very good, although, in consequence o changon
i the personnel, the avermgie )5 nol 1--.1-.h.'l|:h as
tlast yvear, Mr. Whillas retired from the Executive
oft being appoioted Inspector. Mr, Williams was
only appolnted at Easter, when Mr. Holloway e
tired, ard Mr., Wicksteed was unfortunately pre-

ventod by {llnes from telng prosent Al some inédt-
inen . The rewolutions of last Conference wirn Jald
before the Board of Inspectomt of Schools Uy your
Executive, The result of their presentation has
alroady been made known to the various Associa-
tsms. Members ¢f the Unien must ndil be Cla-
appoiated at finding their wishes in combDeclion
with these rasolutions have pot been al once @c-
ceded to.  In nmatters of departmental poliey, |
where comipllanee bas been refused, It has to be|
remembered that public intereds, as well as Lhoso
of teacher, have to be salspuarded., The changes
in' coupection with the work of the schools amn of
diferent character, and Leachors, who amne experis,
miust have patience, and In the end they are bound
to gain their point, Last yoar's resolutiond, deal-
irg with smubjects of this character, wvould receive
very. cancful commideration,  The vexed question of
ratieg of teachers’ residences has been st at rest by
the test case heard In the Adelalde Local Uourt,
in which Mr. Lawipe consented to allow himmell
to be made delendant. The declalon of the §M,
will be a precedent for country Magistrates, and
it will b uselesst (or teaclions to make any furher
allempla 1o oldain exemplion. While they may
feel that the law  presscs somewhat  ha

doubss as to their lability removed, The meeting
of the Oepern]l Committes df Faster wiy
maderately. altended, only aboot opehall ol Lhe
Asoclation belog represemted. The Executive de
alrg W urge wembers of the Unjon to regard this
meeting as ¢of the utmost importance, The | Spe
tecabey Conferemee brings its members In the mass
iolo. eloscr Lotch with' the foreroost men of (the
province who are pof in the rinks of the Leachers,
00 they are emabled o guin an insight into the
views of the culsfde poblic on edocaticn, while
the Faster meeting, a3 the Parllameni of the
Union, =nables its memters, 1hrough

gates, to coosider Lho applimation of detalld’ to
the work of the shoola widh of the Execu-
tive 13 that every Amwociation should be repre-
sealed al this meeting; that delogatem shall be
fully red with the vipws of thelr Associa:
tions and armed with suthority, s thal the e
aults of the deliberations shall e accepled by
all as the bosil powible solution of those matters
| which sre discused.  The leafid ""Union Newn'!
his been Imusd Jduring the yedr, but Lhs nomber
of mbscribers to i1 barely covers (he oot of pro-
duction. The ke has been an experiosent, and
may have o be discontinusd al the end of Lhe yoar
unless (here s greater demand for il

/"o President and Mr, Bumnard: welcomed
the visiting delegatos,  The latter goutle-
min, in the course of his remarks, said that
the systom under which they were workin
was the outcome -

par

twenty-five years' devoted life un

ol that gentloman whosg loss they so
regretted,  Much good must restuilt to l.hlll

| educational system from the viiit of the de
legates from the oldor and more populated

‘“fi’-'ﬁ visitors gracefully acknowledged the

gumpliment. - |
~ At 11 o'clock Hls Excolleney the Gover.
. the c¢hair, and
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it Is better to have the position declded, andall |

thelr dele-|

“were on the platform the Minister of
ﬁﬂ;#ﬁun. L'&-%ﬂnr AL,
‘Board of Inspators, Prolessor bﬁtllll.l.l

Tiille, several mem of Parliament,
‘many prominent citizens, '
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chers may have a A
ments of the sehool for hall an
the pur of gpiving T
The children may aitend this i

not, as they plesse,
the mme oplion. volunilary religious
instruction is given under the sospioss of &
Nonconformirt apeney, and of the Dist
Church Couneil. The School Boards, as'
are aware, do not permit of refigious
hlnm;_ian m: given m achool bours. There
Al i B & 1N wm m
pupils, the largest nomber on the regist

of any outside i U U
s mven by the Nooconformists =inl
54 depariments, and by the T
can ©  Church  in - 40, This  system
lrus been in foree for more than 25 yoars,
but lately a feeling has arsen thatl more ™

e fodl
o it o & |
By

desimable in the way of mhfaus instruction
for the young, a meetings have
been held among the It is expec

e e
Wl "l upsan. y o ]
teachers themsches are mid to favour e
form that would subwtitote a short rehig
ous serviee for thie yoluntary system. 1nc
Liberals and Liberdl-( nionista will unite fo
carry the allemation. The B m la-
beral Assochation recommrnd (1) reading or
memorising we portions of e,
(2) Enging of a n, (3) repetition of the
Lord's Praver. data have been taken
from the London “Thaily Chronicle,” and 1
am F}?"d that this mwhbhﬂ mhmw
ary feeling is growing up all over
that the Pible should be more and wmom
studied by all ranks of the poople, and this
reaction will probably soon iteelf
parent here, Those who are now | o
zenl are wmuire to Jearn wooner or later—I
hope it will ‘be sooner—that the religion of
a people can never be founded T
osophy, or oa hrilhan d.m-
:mhtmm . d !J:;-t *Lﬂ-l con
a4, 0D 1t can
home to them in the s mhl?gm.l
‘and facts of a Scripturs ike ours, Ax my
father wouldl say, “The Bible t o b
read, were it anly for the sake of
English in which it 15 writlen, an edota~
tion' in itwell.,” I had meant to o
porrething to-day of our achools, ¢lusses
domestic economy, but I find that thes su
ject has been treated very fully and locidly
in Profossor x report to the Minist
of Education m May. But I will toach
ane or two other points on whieh we
imisting m our English schoole,  You
aware perhaps that the sysiem of pass re-
sults has been abolished, hence the Inspec:
tors have a more difficult task and far
eranter responsibilities, and are obliged  to
be men of wide calture and common sense,
“The responsibilty of the teacher,” w=ys
Lord Reay, in s annual report this year,
“is wmiliriy increased ns he hax to develop
the powers of observalion and reflection of
the acholars individually, and tp form their
character by influencing his =afl and
nectng the subiects of hiw curnicghm,™ T
tTﬁr hlu Wﬁ ﬁm attention
indiviuval scholar, bu _
the methods of teachmg, by which the
ress of every indrvidual scholar™
fnu-:rmm:l. Thal = HFF._M ha
to be maore careful ower the of
stupid pupil than they Wave been
which 3 ax it whould be. 1
that Mastral il::]'um_ ta do

7o.28 8

5

533

-
e |

:
E

i

£

ot

3
&
¥

:
4
R
:
X
g
]
4l

2
3
:
5
:
]
i
g

ﬂth -I-.a. _1‘; -

i
=




