THE UNIVERSITY MUSICAL EXAMINATIONS,

~ There way a largo attendance of the local musienl o
fession at the University on the evening of the 3rd ults
when o conference was held with the Board of Musleal
Studies. In reference o the exnminntlon question,  Ripe
Sl Waysthe Chancellor of the University, occupled
the chale. The chlel speakers for the tenchers wons Mr,
G, L Stevens Mr., E. E. Mitehiell, while the Chalrmau
il P'rofessor Ives acted as the prinelpal representatives
of the University. The chlef reforms desived by the
teachers were as follows —

“ 1. Both examiners in practice of musie should e non
resldents of South Australin, and should hnve exclusive
charge of the examination, 2, The examiners In singlng
il violin should have o techndceal knowledge of thele sul-
Jeets, 3 In view of (e Hinltedd thue at the disposal of stu-
dents who are bhelng reneridly educated, especially those
at =chools, the teachors sugpest  that three  studies  amd
three pleces are an exeossjve requirement,  They would
reconneml that in future two studles aml two ploces se-
leeted from the Assoclated Board's lsts should e sotll-
clent for o lrst-class certificate, amnd that a honours secetlon
e established for those who satisfy the examiners In the
whole contonts of the hook, 4 In reference to the theo-
retical examinations we suggest that o detalled amd ecom-
That for the Senlor Thio-
retieal Examinatlon candidates 1w requested to satisfy the
examiners in harmony and counterpoint only., and that
the present history questionz be eliminated and made a

irehensive syllabus be jgsued,

separate paper, constituting an hononrs section,  In sup-
rort of this suggestion, we g to point out that at Present
o history is reulred for the Mas, e, tlegree, 5, We
shionld ke to know the intention of the Connell with re-
ard to the locale of fature praciieal examinations, nanad
suzeest that they be beld on eommon gronmd. G, Whille
comnising that the present conferenee hing been ealld to
only, the tedehers
would again request that the pass certitieate of the Junior

congider  the examination question
Examination should e made the entranes test of the Con-
servatorinm, =o as to do away with the present primary
instruetlon that Is helnge given there™

Mr, Mitchell also mentioned that It was the wish of some

of the teachers that the outshde profession should e RO

sented on the Board of Musical Studies,

After full consideration the Council of the University
have conceded the maln reform desired and thelr declsions
are embodied in the following letter to AMr. Miteliell,

“The Unlversity of Adelaide,
*August 3, 1.

“ Dear Sir—The proposnls submitted by teachers of muslel

to the Board of Musleal Studies at the conference on tlie
drd ult. have been consldered by my Council. and I am
now directed to forward the following roply :—

“ 1L The Councll have given careful conslderation to the
request ‘that both examiners In the pracilee of musle
slionld be non-restdent In South Australin, and  should
have exelusive charge of the examination,” but they sce no
reason to alter the expressions of oplnlon contained in
thelr resolutlon on this sulyject In 1808, as follows —(n)
‘We have thorough contldence In I'rofessor Ives, and are
Batisfled that lu_n wias not Interested, directly or Indireetly,
In the success of any of the candidates at the pubille examl-
natlons In musle, except 8o far as any Professor In any
fnculty I8 Interested In the success of students under his
care.’ (b) ‘It 1s essential for the Unlversity to maintain
the prineiple that thie services of the Professor of Musle,
ns well as those of Professors In other facultics, shall be
avallable for exnminations In the subjects proper to thelre
respective courses.” Professor Ives, however, having ex-
pressed adesire to he relleved of the posltion of Examiner
in the Practice of Musle, It has been resolved that those
examinations shall, (n future, he conduetod by the Examl
ner of the Agsoclated Board alone, or by that Examiner
In conjunction with some othor person unconnected with
the Conservatorium. The teachers present Inthnated that
they would be satisfled with either of the alternntives. .

"2, The Conpell are unable to make any alteration In

the syllabus, ns It Is prepared by the Assoclated Bonrd. |

Negotintions nre proceeding with a view of adopting the
entire 8eheme of the Board's examinations In practicnl
musle, If, as s hoped will be the case, these negotintions
m.lueﬁﬂﬂful the desire for the omlssion of wowoe of the
pleces will bo met 1o apotlier way,

"3, My Councll nre also unable to got Upon the sugges
tions mde by you and Mr, Btovens ns to
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declsion of the Councll has bee *10
the entries for this year's examination, but we may expect

a stendy incrense In the future, particularly If the nu;:?ho: |
of pleces and studles to be performed in the planoforte-

playing divislons la mited as was suggested at the con

i

“5, 1o concluslon, my Councll desire we to express thelr
gratiication that the Board of Musical Studies had ﬂ;u::_up; (t
 portunity of a free discussion  with the IIIEIII_W'I of the
“teaching profession on the matters referred o at the con-
forence, and that It has beeén found practicable to give
Ceftect to the wishes of the teachers on the prinelpal mattor
as to which any difference of oplnlon had exlsted.” 3

This Is on the whole o very satisfactory result, and we

think that the local profession have every reason (o feel
gratified with the success of their efforts. Of course, the

o arrived at too late to affect

-

ferenoce, s e

| e iy 19

ELDER CONSERVATORIUM.
the unloviting  weather that prevalled op the

evenlng of the 13th ult., the Elder Conservatorinm was
crowded, the oceaslon belng the cleventh students® coneert
Those who appeared woere malnly puplls In what may he
turn:uq a middle grade, and consequently the performance
did not posscss qulte so much musical interest as Its pre
decessors,  Speclal mentlon may, however, be made of the
Violin playing of Miss Gladys -L!u}‘li Thomas, who exhibited
igood toue, and considerable command of expression In o
couple of short solok, Miss May Manning, a young planlst,
also showed much promise In two movements from Hilller's
SAulte, Op 144, and AMiss May Otto manifested mttisf:tutﬂﬁ-
hrogress In her voeal numbers, One of the most enjoyable
items of the evening was Fesea's Trio in I flat, for piano-
forte, vielin, and ‘cello, excellently Played by three young
people, Miss Relneeke, aml Masters Alderman and Parsons:
but angther speclmen of cliamber musie, 1 movement from
Mendelssohn's quartet In 0 ml'uuri dlill not fare so well af
the hands of Misses Idith Ward, Gwendoline Pelly, Fanny
Ward, and Master Oade, who were lacking In unity of
purpose and balance of tone.. Varfous s0los were submitted
by Misses Minnah  Gebhardt Isabel Beresford, Edith
Lungley, Marle Edmeades, Elsle Porter, and Emmle Harrls,
Mr. I, Bevan's r!mrnl'{-rnzm gave three numbers, thelr best

Desplte

“belng Gonnod's pretty setting of Tennyson's verses * Soft

and low."” The accompaniments were plaved h_\r Mizs Gull
Hacek, A.I.CAL,, Mr. Helnleke, and Mr. Bevan.
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[ AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE AT THE
. UNIVERSITY,

~The study of rural ecconomy s
mpldly making its way as g snbject of
prime Tmportanee into the world's fore-
most Universities. . Somé  Hme  ago|
| The Register™ polnted  out  that ‘af
Board of Agricultural Studies had been
created in Cambridge, and that a re-|
fEulaE conrsé intonded for students of
[rural economy bad been Anangueated, |
,f. [We suggested that the University or |

Adelalde might follow the worthy and |
|progressive example of the anclont oAl
;.df learning in England: and Wwe pro-

posed that for the encourngement of
ngﬂ__[m!l_urn]_ studies—not only .mﬁnp
thosé in the ﬁr:-{u- districts, but  atso
'“!?““F’-ﬂ"-‘_‘ Youths growing up to man-
hood 1o the city and suburbs—ihe
Rosewortliy College might be
degres atiliated to the Ty
one Institution su
structlon glven by
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