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2, The courscil are unable 16 make any allera-
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with a view of lllﬂﬂinl' the entire sclue n
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3. My councll are also umble to act upon the
smugpesions made by you and Mr. Sievens as Lo
the examinations in theory, as thelr tendiney Wag
in the Jirection of lowering the prowent standard, |
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labus a8 Tequaeed. My council are advieed
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4. As was intimated st the confercnoe, the ex.
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EDUCATION AND CRAM.

It has been truly sald that the mo-
dorn evil of eram in cdueation Is the
chiild, or, at any rate, the direet lineal
descendant, of the examination Bystem,
The Idea that any concelvable plan of
setting questions  and requiring an-
swers will perfectly elucldate the men-
tal and moral condition of - u human
mind is a fallacy, which, a generation
henee, will probably have been relegat-
o1 W the limbo of those things whose
former existence Is difficult to belleve, |
although incontestably true as history,
Recently “The Reglster” has on severn)

occaslons pointsl out that Eoeland s
making far more rapld: progress  to-
wanls a really lutelligent system for
ganging the work of her primary
sihools thnﬂ Australia has vet accom-
plished. The reason for this we cannot

now discuss: but the Tact must be ad-
witted In eandour, and the lesson to
be drawn from it shonld not be Ignorvd,
The British ]'nrllnmum was recently
|sked 1o vote, as provision for primary
| edueation, miore than nine and a halr

millions sterling: and. In moving this
line on the Estimates, Sir John Gorst
| Bave nomost intéresting  summary of
the réforms Included In what Is now
known as thie New Code. This ytter-
mnce, which In the history of educa-
Tlondl progress Is cb W becoime
clagsical, has been dealt with by oyr
Epecinl Correspoudent in London, wo
‘that It Is ontiedessary Lo charnetorize
Ut hiere {n detall, L‘mr nrmn uurp-nu-

to call special atlention Lo o pocy-

r parallelisin wmh We  ovils
which 'Ijﬂ'n bqn-n x{st In 1

should even attempt to teach mﬂl
arithmetie 1o infants. Probably he will,
under the rule of the New Code, never
be ealled upon to tronble bimself uny
further about the teachers in this con-
nection. They do not relish any more
than he does the notlon of eramining
the infantile mind with arithmetieal
facts: but so long as lospectors de-
mand that the process shall be attempt-
ol there = no belp for It In future all
the Britsh Ingpectors will tnke their
places nx advisers of the teachers, and
their Inspectorial duties will apply not
to the Individual echildeen attendiog
any partleular school, but to the gchool
feself and the mode In which It Is con-
dueted.  Sie John Gorst referred to the
Inspector's examination having been
“absolutely abolished™ by the Govern-
went, and deprecatid as a retrograde
movement the attempts by some School
Boards and other local authorities to
| revive and © perpetuate  the  system,
Doubitless, a8 Inspector Neale remark-
ol lo a recent lecture to teachers, the
New Code v this pardenlar respect
must for some time be regarded as be-
ing on its trial, and no on¢ but an op-

timist wonld expect It 1o work perfect-
I¥ durlng the fiest your or two. A ha-
tlon, after encouraging Iix  staff of
school Inspectors to convert themselves
Inte mere machines for grinding out
questions and checking answoers, cill-
not reasonably hope that they will all
at once enlarge the horizon of their
dufly efforts, nul become guides, philo-
sophers, and friends to the teachers in-
stead of taskmasters to the puplls,

Literature s pre.cminently one  of
those school =ubjects In which hasty
examination is practically Impossible,
Even in  Colleges and Universitles,
where the time devoted to the poriodi-
cal test s much longer than it could
possibly be in primary schools, the cur-
rent style of examination I8 by no
means satisfactory. Mr, Herbert Spen-
cer bas severely taken to task some of
the Collegiate Examiners of England
for thelre babit of estimating the candl-
dates” knowledge of a plece of litera-
ture according to the number of arch-
ale or slang expressions culled from it
which they are able to explain: and,
Indeed, the Universitics as a rule are
almost as far astray o this matter as
are the primary school=s. All studies
which eansbe more or less accurately
tested by o few set questions are fored
to the front, while anything ke a wlde
and Intelligent reading of literature “is
correspondingly discodrnged, simply be-
cause no thme §= left for it.. The Latin,
Greek. French, and German dietonar-
les; the standard  mathematical  and
geamaetrical theorems  and  problems;
the dates and names from particular
periods of history: and the formulae of
chemical reactions—all are sullicliently
tangible to lend themsclves readily to
the examination systeni, Bat the lter-
ary, philogophical, and moral studies,
which make the traly cultured man,
‘eannot 80 acenrntely e measursd by
the footrule of the examination-room.
Ope lamentable result of this Invidious
and evll preference I8 that, estimated
by the time which Is devoted 1o {18
study, our glorious English lterture
has been almost squeezcd out of the
enrrlenla of the Universities  of  the
British Empire. For the 11..\ Conrse at
the Adelalde Uniy .
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. "EDUCATION AND CRAM.™

I To lh-t' Edizor. ‘

Sir—In a leading article in your 185U n’r
Weodnesday last it is stated taat “for the
DA, course at the Adelaide University |
+ + o« » the requirement in Enoglish lite-
rature prescribed during the firse year con-|
sists of one play of Shakspeare— can
be read in a couple of hours—and some
prose work, requiring no special applica-
tion.”  You will] Sir, no doubt be pelev
ed to hear that This statement i, entirely
inaccurate, We have but ane course n
English literature—a course which ﬂudtuﬁf
pre free. to take caither in their first, s
cond, or third year. For this course
[olldwing  books ape: pres hl'ti'--—-"""i:ﬂt.
“Primer ol English melun' + Stopford,
Brooke, “Primer of Englizh thqnlura,
Raleizh, “"The Enghiab «Novel:” [—'h.ﬂlﬂ:l'
"Prologue 1o the Lanterbury Tales;” Spen-
ter, “Faerie Queene,” Book 1. Shakspeare
*As You Like It Hales, "I.amr,ef I-Z‘nglmh
Poems" (in this_volume arc poems of
spenser, Milton, Dreyvden, Pope, Johmsen,
colline, Gray, Goldsmith, Burns, Cowper,
( ulrnd;r Seotr, W !:Irtl!‘ll"l;lrth, Byron,
Keats, and Shellev): Bacon, Essave: Car
Ivle, “Sartor Resartus.” .In addion o
this course of reading, students are requir
ed 1o attend the lectures: of the Professor
of English Literature, which are given Imh-
times a weck, Your nnn-:'l-r- atates
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