1*_':"‘ -;'-I‘TE?‘J‘ .1 : :I_:

offfolent 2e o

tematle laspection of the schy |
vital condition of wuceess. 1

matters there Is & regrottable  te
dency to retrogression, and the cost
of action necessary to restore and
maintain complete efliclency must nol
e connted In a miserly spirit

The remarks of 'his Excellency on
various lines of educational develop-
ment produced by the demands of
modern conditions serve to [Hustrate
new departures which have actually
been taken. What the public must
understand Is that If these things nre
waorth doing, which {s undlsputed, they
are worth doing well; but they cannot
be done well without the sinews of
war, Money spent on education Is,
after all, one of the very best Invest-
ments, promoting alike the Industrial
| etiiclency, the knowledge, the charac- |

ter, the happiness of the people. 17,
however, the oternal want of  pence
that vexes public men stands in the
way of a comprehbensive progromme,
we =hall do better to limit the work,
consider It well, amd provide for it
Hberally, than to feltier away scanty
funds on unduly ambitious and 1L
digested  schomes.  His  Execllency
rapldly passed In review the special
eduneational requlrements of the agze te
which a progressive community must
necds diveet 1ts mind, With justifiable
(emphasis he alluded to the Importance
;0 techuleal tralning,  Continental
nations, as he says, have In this re
1s]u*ct stolen o march on the Dritish
L Emplire, and we must come up to
them, and at least keep  pace there-
l:ll'mr. or be prepared to lose our trade
suptemacy. From the colonial stand.
point the questlon of technleal eduea.
tlon assumes a greater measure of sig-
nificance with the near approach of
federation, which will give a larger
sphere for many Industries and pave
the way for new ones, The princely
donation of Mr, Brookman to the Ade-
Inide School of Mines and Industries

wis fittingly eulogised as an expres-
slon of confldence in  the practical
vialue of this branch of Instruction.
Lord Tennyson's plea for encourage-
ment in the primary schools of the
study of agriculture was supported by |
the Just reflection that it indicates one
| meéans of populardsing ruml lfe and
| restricting the tendeney to overmuch
centralisation.. The Minister of Educa.
tlon, subsequently addressing the con-
forence, did not miss the opportunity
of pointing out that this sublect hns
by no means escaped attentlon, Many
gchools have thelr agricultural plots,
nnd =ome of them are models, In the
study of agronomy a link between the
clementary  schools and the Rose-
worthy College bas  also been estab-
lished. We are still In the tentative
stage of this development, bat at least
| we are moving amnd gatheriog experi-
ence,

Lord Tennyson, a8 & man of culture
and lterary tastes, would have sor-
prised his audlence had he Jeft hls ac.
connt of the scope and alms of eduen:
tion without proceeding from the utill.
tarian to the mornl and intellectual
axpeets of the subject.  The primary |
clalm may be for Instruction that
equips the young for the practical busl-
pess of lfe and conduces to materinl
woll-belng: but man does not lve by
bread alone.  Wo cannot be content
W produce moro Uealn-driven mo.
chines, or to coufine learning to the

tio higheat (hought aui
‘noblest act, no p “even though It
ML

win trade and empire, In troly edueat.
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sity. The Presldent of the Unlon, the .
Governor, the Minister of Edncatlon
and Professor Bragg jolned In the ex-
position aud recommendation of »
kelieme which Mr. Whillas docs not
hesitate to deseribe from the teacher's
standpoint, a8 the most Important ad.
vance In our educationnl system sinee.
Its Incoeption, Its effect will be, says
the Chaneellor of the University In
his lotter to the Minlster, to bring the,
full educatlonal resources of the
colony wlithin the reach of every child
through the teachers of  the State
schools, It must be weleome, too, a8
one more step towards the unification
of publlec education, establlshing a
direct route from the primary school
through Intermediate  stages to the,
highest seat of learning.
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PUBLIC TEACHERS
UNION.

THE ANNUAL CONFEREXNCE.
The annual Conference of Public School
Teachers was opened at the Trades Hull
on Monday morning, ‘Lhe President of the
Union, Mr. C, B. Whillas, presided over a
large attendance.
I'RESIDENT'S REPOLRT,

The President's report was as followa:—

The Houth  Australian’ Pfoblic School Trachers'
Union, so bhappily consummated four Years ago,
having completed another year of Ils ¢xistenoe, it
{s desirable Lriefly to roview the work accomplishe
el during that period. Une feature of the year
Lian beeti the large number of visits paid by repre-
sentatives of the Exccutive to the country Assocla-
tiona within casy reach of Adelafde, While we
trust these visits have been beneficial to the Asa-
ciations by keeping the members intouwch with the
work of the Union, the visitors have been delight-
e with the entheslsgn spd ability displayed by
the country tenchers at these ehjoyable gatherings,
Tho variows matters which have bedn b ht uns
der our notlee may be divided {nto two classes—
First, subjects bearing upon the improvement of
the curriculum, annual examination, school appli-
ances, &c.; second, matters dealing with the sta-
tud, promotion, remuneratien, and clasication
of teachers, the conditlon of schiool resldencem, Dis-
trict Councll rates, &c. 1t §s unoecomary here o
go into detail in reference to these matlens &S
they have been fully referred to and explalned in!
the monthly circulars.  In every instance (ha re-
prescntatlons of the Assoclationg have been carc.
mlly cons{dersd, fully divcussed, and such action
taken as was deemed advisable. The monthly cir-
culars sent to every Amsoclation hy our indefalig-
shle Seerctary have kept all members fully posied
up, both with the actions of thé committee and
the tnany matters of general intercat discumed by
the variowus Associntions which form our Union,
The want of & suitahlo organ (o mave much
clerical labour and to represent our views more
widely haw been keenly felt. The attempt 1o
make e of the “Aintralian Schoolmaster’” as a
means of publishing our views upon imporlang

educational matters has been very disppointing.

' For some rcason this paper falled to meet with

that hearty support from the peneral body of
teacherd whlrhnuw-; fondly anticipated, although
the Editer did all that lay in his power fo meel
onr wirements.  During the coming year we
hope that ihe practical dificaltics 1o #art-
ing a small  paper ol our owm may
be overcome, and  that  all  our members
will wunite in tmaking (he effort wccessiul,
Cur relations with the depariment bave been all
that could be deslred. We have been mel by the
Noard of Imepectors with uniform kindness  and
conttesy, our representations have been well e
celved, and several sugwestions hive been peadily
aurestl to. At lsst year's Conference the Chiet
Justice, In his admirable gddress, reforeed to the
generous offer of the Unlverdty Council (o utilize
tha muniflcent bequest of the late Sir Thomas
Elder for the tralning at the Univereity of public
school teachers. Ve strongly urged upon the Edo-
catlen Department the necemily of cloalng with
‘that offer at once. During the current Year a
schema has been formulated . by  the  Universily
Councll and the Board of lpspectors by which
the heneft of a two years” oourse of lralnlug at
the Unlversity will be given 10 our teachers, as
‘well 34 an opportunity (o the more able and in-
‘dustrious to take thelr University degree. The
wheme proposed Is somewhat ss follows:—After
proving their ability to teach in our schools for
wix months, our young people will attend a pre-

mt school for two years, ab the end of which
ﬁ:rr will be expecled to the Benlor Univernity
Fxamination. They will then teach for two
vears | our sehools, recelving furiher Instruction
during st perlod, after which they will spend
two years at the University., They will be able
to continte thelr stodien alter belng l?ﬁ!ﬂlﬂi
ssslptants or masterd of schools, and by .
posod wystent of examination {n a single wbjrct
each year' many of them will ull.trr:lh.-l.: be ene
abled 1o take a University Jdegree, Even to thoss
who do pot pursue thelr studles to this extent, the
pasing of the Benlor Examination and two yean'
stondy at theUniversity mnwt prove an inestimable
boon, To the viodents who sucoessiully oomplete
thelr course tm m;:m

h ‘1I|:'-r l|' ‘r. _l:':!. s
.r.'u.}?::.l-..:l!q: Pk A
L__ Ak |I .'.I;-.  m ..;

- e

é;

il
|
I

E .

T

3
£

%’
a
i
ot

: &
wirtance which their ability zmd experience =
well qualify them o give W the yousger and’
losirxperienoed teachery io too often crowded oot
i mmwdhw“hm,“m
Under wo many diabilithes 1L szyy much for Lhe
enthuriaern of both Ispecton amd teschws that
mich excellent work bar boen sccomplisbed, Seill, |

be the aim of such a loped guthering of Les-
chers Lo creale a healthy public sestiment
respest o our edocational I
the myupathy of the community i i ne
that we prove oursclves mﬂhyﬂﬂmﬂrﬁa
poaition we hold 33 educators of the ¢
trusied L0 vur care, Our cxample is a
h:m:durrﬂl.md:hnuunlngn
tﬁ' erample and precepd  should  bal
gher poxition in o estimation than the
Ing of a high percentaze of passts al e ans
examination.  (Hear, bear.) The honst, M
principled teacher In the ool insienificant
. by making this his comsrant
higher and more lasting work than the
cesafol  percentage guloer who studics
advapcrment more thap his puplls’ wellane.
noble, mli-denxing teacher, with lofty jdeals,
erta  a lilslong . influence for upon
young impremignable belngs who look upn to
a1 mfrﬂmudf::;dni ;ih; mim l? he
bs that of cult aod ia
of our schools. (Cheers.)

The Hon. Tressurer, Mr., J. Donnell,
presented the financial statement, which
ehowed that on  December 31, 1883, there
was a credit balance of 125, 34, in hand,  An
approximate statement, brooght up to S;_E
tember 17, was as follows:—Rec r
9s.; ordinary expenditure, £10 124 Gd.2 de-
ficit on the “"Schoolmaster,” L7 8, leaving
a eredit balance of £10.

The Hon. Secretary, Mr. R. T. Burmard,
| in_his re gave an account of the execu-
tve work during the year, jpaying epe
cial praise to the Corresponding Secretary,
Mr, A. H. Neale. -

The reporis were adopted.

WELCOME TO VICTORIAN DELECATES

Mr. R. T. Burpard exténded to the dele-

ates from the Victoran Union, Messrs.
G, H. Carter, P. Miller, J. J. Burkton, and
R, W. Sinith, a hearty welcome on bobali
of the South Australian Union. The visi-
tors were four of the leading and most
‘representative  teachers of the Victorian
Department, and their influence and sug-
gestions could not fail to be of the greatest
valué to the Conference. This interchange
of opinion upon the foremost educa.
tional topics was fraught with the utmost
value to the teachérs and the public, Not
only did it increase their jnformation, but
it gave them a clearer and wider view of
all matters relating to edocation, and re-
sulted in a higher standard of efliciency,
They were In‘-:fkiug forward io the time
when a regular Intercolonial Congress of
‘feachers would be arcanged, and the preseat
system was a step in that direction. .

Mr. Carter, Vice-President of the o
rian State School Teachers’ Union, reiurn-
od thanks, and coaveyed the warmest fra-
ternal greelings and best withos for socoess,
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