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Hlt I,Indmlmhlt he
rm es of education," and
IS thﬂnuth Australian teachers
Y "mdmluu to agree with this
The Union was established
¢ to enable the teachers, as a
Mut. and important section of the
people, 1 express their ideas ou mat.
tlﬂl!r affecting thelr welfare; and
ﬂilflhﬂlﬁ allow Itself to be gradually
drawn under the tutelage of the educa-
tlon and other administrative authorl.
ties, or even o be suspected of any
in politics, much of its

power for uscfulness would be lost,
That would not be the way to elieit
tmm the members of the organization
mnk.l,r stated oplnlons. or to lead to
Ethe formulation of plans and sugges-
tons bearing upon the existing educa-
tional regime. At the conference now
0 be Inaugurated the discussion of tho
d:hmn motions of which notice has
been glven wounld be euongh to occupy
‘all the avallable time; but, as it is, the
delivery of addresses by outsiders will
practically monopolize the larger share
‘of attention, If both departments of
‘the programme can be attended to, well
‘and good; but business should have
‘the first place. The special feature
ol this year’s session will doubtless bo
| the consideration of the new relatlons
proposed between the University and
the teachers under the Education De-
| partment. The Minister has in Parlia-
ment outlined the main characteristics

of the scheme, and he will probably,

glve further particulars to the confe-
rence. FProfessor Bragg, who has re-

cently made an extended tour with the ,

object of collecting Information re-

lating to the subject, is also anpounced |

' to deliver an address, and he will be
‘able to throw some light on the kind of
‘asslstance which the University classes
arc intended to alford to the traloing
students,

A speech was recently given at Har-
vard College in America on the ques-
‘tlon of bringing the Universities Into
‘closer touch with the teachers. The

Hmkﬂ was a gentleman evidently

well versed In his subject. particularly
- as it affected the scheme now In force
‘at Cambridge; and he polnted out that
the ordinary Unlversity methods are
not exactly suited to the kind of work
entalied In the training of teachers. In
{act, at Cambridge the lectures have
been entirely inadequate to the spoecial
purpose for which they were Intended,
and some new system must be devised.
It has become oo much a habit with
‘some of those who lecture In the clas-
‘sie halis of learning to slmply alk at
[the students without endeavouring to
come lntn ¢lose contact with them, and
to thus ascertain and remove the dif-
enities which they may have encounter-
ed in the effort to master the detalls of
#ibjects. There i reason for question-
Ing whether It wounld be wise for the
Government to altogether relinquish
Its bold upon the tralnlng of the tea-
chers or to abollab the Tralning Col-
lege. We had hoped that in the
scheme fimally formulated means
woukd be provided to epable tenchers,
m they had reached the nge at
w University work would be of
bemelit to them, to devote them-
bv Illﬂn-’lr for a couple of years to
idy. without having the cures of
opon their minds. The pro-
'p-lm the Minlster Las indicated,
bowever. areanges this lelsure for
siudy at the ond of the primary school
comrse lastead of at the close of the
FII!I mi‘ The result will be
WI w m no collegiate
L_ MH called.  Whether
f_,‘_ ih best arrangement that could
i _made s 4 question whichs
:-, m considervd by the
Avethery. w?mﬂm
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quln&. not only for working on slates
r, but also In mental arithmoe-
"'thuuntw beyond the grasp of
the Juvenlle wind, To a few children
they may be easy, and those who do
gum may pride thewselves
ot acquiring frow the results of the
school examinations o arithmetic an
exalted potion of thelr eloverness
which the experlence of subscquent
years may complotely falsify, Nothing
j= more fallaclous in aducation than to
wmistike precocity for evidence of
future promise and extraordinary capa-
city; but the system of making arith-
metie the “plece de resistance'” of every
anoual examination has o distinet ten.
dency to foster this error. Then some
of the reading lessous which the ¢hil-
dren arc expected to fully understand

1 are bevond thelr comprehension, and

ought to be replaced by others of a

| shopler nature.

These matters closely nffect the dally
lfe and work of the teachers, but they
should also have a special interest for
parcnts, The straln of needless
anxiety g Introduced into the minds of
both teachers and  puplls when the
stundard of examination in particular

ditlon to such matters as these, somd
consideration will be demanded by
others financially affecting the eduea.
tlopal staff, The Superannuation Fund
requires just now a good deal of tact
and judgment, and efforts are belng
made to secure a full attendance of
members of the Unlon so that the sub-

ject may be adequately discussed. Pro-
posals for the establishment of a Sick
Fund are also uader consideration.
Evidently from a pecunlary polot of
view some of the teachers are

Mfinding the “manual tralning” sys-
 tem rnther. a serious . draln
'upon them, as It Involves the

1ayment of money for materials and
the making up of losses through de.
tault of parecnts who will not contrl-
bute anything. There is much truth in
Professor Bryee's remark that the
meve physical side of study ought not
te oust from theie places in the schools
those lessons which Impart a literary
jaste and an Interest in homanity
Many a teacher who Is obliged to make
a greas deal of fuss about the prepara-
tions for a lesson in manual training
feels that relatively he conld do the
children far more good by telling them
A story. The=e and other topics ought

te be discugsed In & manner which will

show that the teachers recognise that
after all they are the best authorities
upon the working of the education
system: and that they are able and
willing to give full expression to thelr

oplolons In the interests of the public,
 —
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THE TEACHERS' UNION.
The fourth annual conference of the Pub-

lie Tt‘ll.‘.hl"ﬂ Union was opened on Monday

m Iur his Execellency the Governor,
who modbinteresting speech, nnd
sho -"Hw etically he had devoted

himself Lo the sul
he was a residen
Minister of Edu ﬂnu, who followed, ex-

his mpathy with the
N » additional ;H:rtmu
new 'b;r which the train:
ing of ers W] rlh.- undertaken princi-
pally by the Univerwity. In the afternoon
a garden pol .r.lwnin Victoria Park
ython, premadent of the
.ﬂ.-mhtinn The Viee-
¥ reorived the
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b of education waen
of the old country. The

I n! ather guowts in

tured of Lhe miuskery

age had all the an(matld aug

The Beat brought undst oolicn wis

[-L'-],.H.Ihlpml'tﬂlﬁr Al ihe Boalwtior, sad ol
“Uistory of Wie Eoglish llmunum" I

nevtion wilth this work s PAsdgr was -

in which ke viokn of his taak s that

the courses which hald given the b e

archy the healthy vitality whick mﬁim

otbher buropean nstlonalitles were were aull cﬂkﬂg 12

dévelop,  Gulsol derived u;...

from . whal  he deetned i pr o
mente—the Church, m.l.n.l'ur. n.nl:.:u o And tha §
SR A i
i villealicon  in "

Clvillzation in France, kil :I"r.:g Hr:r;d.ﬁb:y’"ﬁ :
-t H""’" the: hlstorian of “ﬂ Ktval Ko |
volutidn, and who was birelf an wrient jerticips.
tor i e revolutloa of 1840,  In delineutirg ke
Ereal cataciyw, which comoleoond I 179, Mizne
showed Lhe developanent of ihe struggie for Libers
Ly through succesaive i of poiitleal feelisg
from e tma of St Lo that ol Ita waler-
tunale vicum, Louls XV Mignet, besides L
tho author of maoy valusble historicul esasy
aftervands comprised o one chel-d’ ovuivre, bisd a
tho tling of his death in his niceticth yeur m
miterial for 2 Listory of e Melunoatd wihibeli,
however, had ‘never bevn pablidhed 1n' deference
to bl obli<tion w appearing. aa the auihor of zn
unfinlshed work. Thiers apd Michelst, men of
marked contram, botween whom wiae fousd all |
the difference of the politiclan  wa compared withy |
fibio post, were the last two whose i careers |
{ Wer leted,  The lornmner was anolher

of the evolulion, =pd few works had bad such
a success a3 his history of ihe Cunsulsis asd |
¢l the Empire. The a of each of ]
twenly  volulnes crealed quite a scnsation Iy I-.ht
literary world of the time, and the wurk wea
for hitn {rom tha Acadsosy ‘the monorary tille g:
Natlosal Tistorian, an booour rarely  bestowed |
The lecture closed with a graphle sketch of the |
gealus of Michelet, the anlhor of Lbe most master-
Iy history of France yet produced. He wis ote
of the moet original of historical writers, and tha |
possesor of 4 siyle pot witheot fanltg, but: re-
uaarkably clear.  He often introdoced Lhe hu.m*-'“
ous side of historical wspecta.,  Throughout the |
lecture the outlined of (be great hldorical genluses |
passed I roview Wwere impresdvely deploted, ‘and:
an {pstructiva hour’s discourse was eifenUvely

lstenied tO.
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Worthy of an occasion of great publie
interest were the addresses delivered |
vesterday at the opening of thq;
Teachers' Conference. They could not)
fail to leave a deep Impression not only
of the value of cducation but of the
need of extending tne work of “'3!.,
schools and ralsing It to a still higher
standard. The 'Governor's nrum[ g
speceh touched suggestively on soven
current toples.  His h:ctﬂenc}' d
claimed the character of an n:pﬂt, bu
his sketeh of the' polnts to be looked
for In a good school afforded awph
evidence of keen observation _nmd-'
acuté reflection. From so compotent
a source it I gratifying to recelve ]
acknowledgment of  the admira :
quality of the teaching under n-;
South Australlan system.  Sueh ’
preclation of the labors of an qsu '

‘able, hard-working, and not tﬂﬂf 1
'pald body of men and women encous:
‘ages and stimulates. Nor does it "f,
‘sen that perception of dnllelén#l
'whr-tlwr of systom or Indlﬂd __,. |
which Is the prn&:?qul:;tﬁ of satk m
to rogress and impi
E:f-eﬁoncr'n pictumwndﬂﬂ Pﬂ?‘}l
what a school manager in Eﬂshﬂd R
pects or hopes o find when Lo 3

an Institution under s ‘Hll-l:lll'ﬂ
furnlshed Incidentally & Tule D
which, applylog It to nlll"‘m a-gg: |
some of thelr woakest PR o or
plainly visible, Fortunatels ts iR
tho Dﬂpﬂ.rmt __ the h- ';n-:a?.l;;‘.'f-‘“ _
ferent. ‘Wh-n
L ample, mthmd )
‘mnmutiﬂlnl v hf
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