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AN ADELAIDE MEDICAL MAN IN |
' INDIA. .

1t will be rememborad that some months
ngo Mr. Rupert W. Hornabrook, M.B., B.S.,
of Adelaide University, and MR.CS,!
it O P, W‘t 3k weith keveral other,
malical m™Y selected in England to pr-:u.md'
t Iondia to o battle with the bubonie
plague, which at that time had gained a
firin hold in the Bombay Presidency. From
time to time juformation has come to hand
whith has proved thnt the South Australinn
wediea had abivu@otly. justitied the con-
fidence placed him, the latest
wnd  most  afriking  prood  of  this
haing nt‘l’n;{l by his  appointment
Lo nmnm:r measnres for  combating
the plague in tho Transvaal. DBy the last
mail we received from Mr. Hornabrook a
well-lound volume of gbout twenty foolseap
Pages, contail report, dated Febru:
ary B, 1800, as { Medieal Tlague Officer
at Dharwar.. & nteresting and valuable
record i illustm (8T by largesized and well-
exceited photographs, oue of them repre-

senting the author. engaged in the opera-
tions nf mucu.nﬁu.;-_ patives with Iro-
fessar  Haffking's  prophylactic, another
giving a view. of'a morning inspection’ at
“Contact Camp,” and a thind depicting the
procces  of . drﬂ.:'ﬁ,tnm'nfnmnt ont-
ratients  at o th fiospital,  The re-
vort,  which covers a peripd  eoxtend-
ing  from ~August 25 to December
19, 1803, 18 most comprehensive. Beginning

with an outline the history  of the
appearance of U isensa in Dharwar, a1t
goes on to deseritlf the rapid ptrides nminde
by it in a mwarvel v short space of time.

Thon follows a desfription’ of the p’fqm-.
hospital and its stafl, A the number of pa-
tientn admitted, and of the methods of
treatment adopted.. Specia]l prominence is
given ta the resnlts of nceulation, which)
appear to havae been most  satisfactory.’
Thus it is stated that oul of 53 cases ance
inoculated 30, ar 7108, recovered, and of 16
ks twice inoculated 13 or 81.25 per cent.,,
recnversl. At the heominning of the epilde
mic the hospital officials numbered 17, but
by the middle of October the total had in-
ereasesd 1o B2 Many details are supplied re-
specting Lhe degree of infectionsness of the
plague at various stages of its dwn'lnpmmt,
and the precantions taken ta guard agaiost
the spread of the malady. A high compli-
ment is paid to the whale of the staff, and
in particalar to the head aesistant, to the
three English lady nurses, and the native
helpers, It was the lastsmentioned, it is
retisarked, “who rmn the greatest rirks, and
bore, to & very great extent, the full forca
nf the battle, yer in no instance was there
any serious complaint, and never a word
about retiring from the contest.," The mu-
niciml authorities are’ commended for thelr
hearty co-operation, which scems to have
been eflectne, in counteracting native pre-
judtees againat the twntmrm.whinhin-nm
jilaces proved a serious impediment in the
way of the proper carrying-out of remedial
measures. A fnemnn, nl' results indicates the
virulent pature of the disease, for of 757

patients admitted 43 dicd. This heavy mor-

tality is attributed (o the fact that at Jeast!
half of the sufferers brought to the hoapital,
were beyond the reach of medical aid when'
they entered ils portale. Apptuded to the
reporl are notes illustrating the :dnnupﬂ
of inoenlation with Professor Haffkine's|
pmnhﬂmmi‘dnnﬂ tablis motling out the oce
cujations eqstes of patients and vari-

oua other partieulars of n more or Imu.l’:u-
Leresting ::hlnutur _

't"mllu Impoﬂu;rﬂ sxploaly
Custows Aualyst. A tuml n

eyaulde of potassiutm wn
n glass of vold water, mﬂ.

: changes of colour wrodaced by addiug

lng a solutlon of the «

Ing warm, a mmﬂbh,ﬁ" ‘-t
the Hguld was lubibed a :
The flavour of the solution muk
onte bave apprised o +“5lr 1 an
lke Alr. Turner of the terrible mis
whileh had boen comm it i
moment Lo must have K
cally for a mrtllm;', '
Ked s for almost lmn
wad ense of a slmiler mistake o
In Queenslund pot loug age
uuder different elregmstanes
who had just been taken
Mnnnm-r of l‘.hmmn riie

gold, mistook n solution s
rocoptacle  which  beld drhlﬂll‘“
water, and quenchisd his irst from It.
Returning to work be remarked that
the water had fsted very bltter, and
soon the fatnl error was diuﬂ'l_ﬂ'mﬂ
A fow minutes afterwands the mr
young fello¥ sank down paralysed iu
his Hmbs, and be died before the even-
lng. Skiled chemists, of course, have
to take the risks incldental to thelr pro-
fesslon just like aoy mlu.-n ¢lass of mew,
In the medieal pml’rﬂhﬂ there II'II'III.
exlsts an nppmluhlo amonnt of Kpe-
clal peril of mn{mnﬂhg ﬂmﬂlr discane,’
and If any doctor tried to ensure him:
wolf agninst this his life would becowme
almost o burden tobim through the mul.|
titude of precautions which be would
have to ke, In reférence 1o such an
artlcle as cyanide of potassium It 1|
hardly practicable to provide that it
should carry its own danger siznal by
tintiog It red, as s done with some
popular carbolle preparations. The an- |
alyst very frequently makes his teses
with the chermical thmush noting tho |

Rl

{t to solutions of other reagents. A
good rule, however, Is never on any
account "to put polsonous snhstances
when in a liguld state Into bottles oF
zlasses which bear the least resombl-
ance to those employed for potable
flulds, The antidote deseribed by Mr.
J. €. Fraser, whose letter appears in
another coluinn, 15 an effective one, but
Is not always at hamd.  With regard
to polsons generally, however, it can
never be too frequently inpressed upoi
the public mind that a simple emetie
such ax a teaspoonful of mustard in &
large tumbler of lukewarm water,
senerally the first thing that should
tried while medieal ald i5 being. mﬁ,
noned,

Thie deadly nature of eyanide nl;"pn-
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pharmacles 'l.ll:lllE'I‘.' the Act are st 'Hh

mexlum 18 only uow belng generally

Inrge ﬁ-tiun of the public who Lave no
expert Knowledge of chemleals, ,’.I‘.‘Ht'r
trngle deaths of the man Millor and of
the woman with whom he was Hving at
Newenstle woene pmnumnll‘l: ot
about by the use of this extromely vi-
rulent poison. Hitherto the law 1

usually taken it for granted 1hl ;‘;: '
RONS muu-mnuﬂn: sulelde or. m:n
by this use of poison conld ot pox --L'ﬂ
obtaln the drugs of which 1hn:f? 1
in seorch unless from some regular
chemist and drmggist, and the - : ;‘4
quence has Deen that proprictors ofl
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people are practically frvee
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