d the study of Fern
. rlﬁl"m ch,

the currictlum of our se ools,
i
JOHN JAMES WILD.
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_The German
best sent in for several years,
of candidates receiving

Many candidat
have insuficiently realised the
living language still used in every-day life.
For instance, the German form of such con-
stantly occurring names as Alsace, Lor
raine, Vienna, Austria, Venice was very
waildom known,
_ Study of the classie German nuthors will
hardly enable students to give directions to
a*cabman to drive to a ratlway station, to
order .a_dinner, to go through a simple
transaction at a post-oflice, or to write a
short business letter, and so on. In addi-
tion, therefore, to the study of the best
modern huthors may be recommended the
reading of the most ordinary parts (in-
cluding advertisemeonts, excluding leading
articles) of any good German newspaper,
It should be understood that eandidates
may write German either in English or
Gierman characters.
ALEX. FRASER MORRISON,

ARITHMETIC.

The results of the examination in arith-
melic can I'mn.i!f.!' be thought =atisfactory,
when it is considered that four marks out
of a possible 10 were all that were required
‘for a pass, and that in questions 1, 2, and
4 on multiplication and division of decimals
a full mark was given for results very
slightly inaccurate, and a half-mark for a

method and an approximately correct

t, and that in the questions in com-
mercial arithmetic a half-mark wos always
gven for an intelligent attempi.

Congiderable time was wasted by many
of the candidates ih calculating money re-
sults fo  extraordinary degrees of  ace-
curacy, some of them even to the extent
of the thovsand million millionth of a
penny. It does not seem ever to have oc-
curred: ar been pointed out to these that
the smallest coin in
tralia is one halfpenny.

[ was pleased to find that a majority of
the candidates were able Lo solve the pro-
blem of supplying the mis¢ing figures to.
the multiplication sum, a large number tak-
ting the question as a simple example on
Common measure as was intended, and sur.
prized that only a small minority were able
to deduct a sixpenny income tux from an
income,

The candidates from the country centres
did better than those who presented them-
selves in Melbourne; those from Warrnam.
bool did decidedly the best, 74 per cent. of
the candidates from this centre passing,

THOMAS R. LYLE.

GEOGRAPHY,

In thiz subject the quality of the work
done was distinctly inferior to that of
recent years. In the map—that of Africa
—a great want of knowledge of the rela-
tive positions of the European possessions
wis noticeable. Few attempted to give the
principal provinées of the Apstro-tun-
gnrian empire, and many of those who did
try annexed German or Balkan states or
bath. Most of the candidates, to whom the
terms Celt, Slav, and Teuton were familiar,
had the vaguest knowledge of the distribn-
‘tion of the peoples. A monsoon wis fre-
quently confused with a trade wind proper,
and few candidates knew mny method of
determining latitade. Questions 2, 9, and
0 were answered most satisfactonly.

J. E. MACKREY.

| CHEMISTRY.
| The results of this examination are much'
Jess satisfactory than those of last vear.
OF the 23 honour candidates, 13- had no
claim to honours; and of thess Hive failed.
outright (three of them carning the dis
tinction of molhing per cent), and five
others would have been rejected had an
but & very merciful standard been fixed,
In the pass paper the results were  still
worse, Uply four succeeded in passing out |
of 35 who entered; nnd the great majority |
of thow rejected failed not use there
mre things they do not know, hut because
tthnrn in i:u}l.hu:fl (in chemistry) that they
:ltln k:‘:;l‘:rj'. Illnﬂllh ltu'[‘r:tr lfh:h ant !:||mﬂiun
i en LA part o 2 subjeet not
Ieluded 1 :

n the prescribed pass !
neutralive this tl:rur of his uwnr':ﬁ ri;t:
aminer decided not to count the question
jat all, un e could do w0 in & eandi- |
date’s funfur. [he tl:ﬂtﬂ*llfu no trouble, |

ver, for there were ve
m which it K“ peomaible tﬁlh::ulrﬁ::
any part of the subject had  been pre-
"It seems necessary to o
upon candidates an .
their work the fact t
ity aiould S o

]
from
1 roLn

|

mr-cu]nlinnl in Aus-

f i R armian, and Eng-
l'm'tll constitute an indl-mr:'hlm:;:mzﬁﬁ

th private I

Papers were, as a whole, the
g The numlber_

onours, as refer-
enece to the return-sheets will show, is very
ll.r?e, and many of the papers were excel-|
lent. however, to
lised that German is a

|

B f‘jﬂﬁmﬁm T T
e ivhe Of (hasa eeven

| eandi ]
‘marks, while 35 were

‘didate kpew how the unit of time was
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ohtained bonours, 38 passed, and 88 failed.
The work was very 'fml: only mioe
tes out of 108 got as much ns halls
The h k H‘r “l""ﬁ'ﬁw

¢ honours work was almos e
couraging. Only one u:idldnt:q utiim
BOCOT —cfuu standard, and of the rest nt
least twoethirds ought mnever to have
entered for honours, as they nnllr atlained
either a very risky pass or a fallure. F

Lack of intelligent preparation accounts’
for the whole disgraceful exhibition—f{or it
is nothing less, “Stock' questions, of n
kind generally done more or less well in
previous years, have on  this occasion
educed ax many blunders as those intended
to test the students’ thinking powers. From
the latter one hos learnt to expect non-
senxical answers, but it 18 not encouraging
to find the nonsense universal. One result
was & complete surprise; not a single can-

realized

in practice.  Are clotks and
watches unknown in

Yictorian schools?
E. ¥, J. LOVE.

PHYS IDIII.DG‘J;;; e
The pass paper in this subject evidently
suited I:T“m candidates, since 231 out of a

possible 390 reachied the pasa standard, a
result yielding a percentage of some seven
or cight above that of the corresponding
cxamination of last year. :

To enter more into detail, lﬂl_ﬂhtmnnd &0
per cent, or over, 30 frown 70 Lo 79 per cent,,
38 from 00 to G0 per cent., and 14 from
50 to 00 per cent. of marks. The following
eandidates obtained 75 ?‘u:r cent. or over— |,
results alike very satisfactory to the can- |
didates and to the teachers who prepa
them: =154, 167, 172, 200, 280, 203, 303, 4
427, 400, 484, 485, 544, 40, 500, 645, 064, 053,

700, 776, 753, 805, 826, §71, 800, 07, O46. '
Of these candidates, numbers 172, 484, 455, |

and 645 stood out well above the rest with
a percentage of 85 or more of marks, The
paper sent in by number 485 wax of excep-
tional merit, conlaining, as it did, w:rl_r few
errory, being carefully illustrated, and only
falling short on the side of brevity in one
or two questions. It is a |nt{.; that such a
paper as this could not be published in full
iq a model of what n matriculation paper
in physiology should be.  The lady candi-
dates who entered for the subject num-
bered 120, Of these 73 per cenb. passed, as
fﬂtlﬂﬁlrﬁl with 67 ?cr cent. of the male
‘candidates, but of the 27 who obtained 75
or more per cent. of marks the male candi-
datea show a slight advantage over the
lady candidates, there  being 16 of the
former to 11 of the Intter. ’

The l}:}pcrﬂ of the honounr candidates do
not call for much comment. Although the
mujority of them reached the honour stan-
dard, nene obtained a very high percentage,
owing possibly to the length of the paper,
but more probably to want of judgment
in not apportioning attention to each o
the five questions allowed to be answered,
If one or two questions are entirely omitted
it ix impossible to recover the marks lost
upon them by increaséd attention to the
remaining questions. Kach question has n
certain number of marks allotted to it, and
a fairly full answer will secure these marks,
provided glaring errors do not creep 1in.
A complete essay on a question cannot do
more l}mn this, and it generally results in
the enfor¢ed omission of information at-
taching to the other questions, which the
candidate could have answered = satisfac-
torily if only a more equal distribution of
time had been followed. The paper was
rather o long one, and allowance for ita
length was made by the examiners in com-
piling the returns.

The following are some of the weak
i pointa in the papers presented by the pass
candidatos:—

Firat, as to the anatomy of the frog.
There still exists a lurking regret in the
mind of some candidates that this forms
part of the requircments for the pass
examination, Hence the attempt either to
'ignore entirely the questions on the frog
Jor Lo answer them ina titful manner. This
ia 1uch to be regrettald, for, as pointed out
| in_previous report, no better nor more con-
venlent introduction to the anatomy and
phywialogy of man can be found than an
intimate knowledge of the same facts in
n frog. IqulinF with an animal of com:
partively small size the student is ablo to
gragn more intelligently the mhtmmhi]: of
the various parts of each system, such as
plimentary, -nlmurnlprt*. nervous, and
skeletal, than ix possiblo in higher forma.
Unee o clear conception is gained of these
‘systemy and thein function, the facts be-
‘coma at once of educational yalue in their
application to everyday life. That the pre.

wirstion of this part of the work is still
wurried was evidenced again and again in
tho answers of the candidates relating to
the orgins in the ‘imdyﬂrit of the

pinee quite &0 cent. contained reference

-
S

In spite, however, of poio
D e (elat T el |
much con WOm in

ral results in this tut.h_u. .
thusiastic teachers

are at
and pbreiology bida fair (o become in
lh‘a most useful and .

few years one e
vesatul mh}w'll taken up by the candidates
or success in the matriculation

who seck
A an s towards| thinb iohFbet A e

an alr t a "
text-book, lntely isued by Macmillan and
Co., entitled * 'miuln;r for inners
by Foster and Khore, can  be d
serving, as it does, as an introd o
Huzgley's “Lessons.”

WALTER FIELDER.

BOTANY.
re, both pase and honour, were
perbaps slightly easier than usual Were |
well done. The Rallarat candidates, and
| thoso examined in the \\Tlﬂn-hlﬂE were

=

i
i
i

The pa

' particularly good. There wus not in
the papers t.-:ﬁliihg for special comment.
J. STEPHEN HART,
MUSIC.

Fifty-two candidales, the highest number
vet entered for the matric, examina n
musie, presented themselves, of whom 35 ob-
tained a pass and 10 honours

Tie general standard obtained ﬂ:rﬂn;h-l
ouf at the cxamination (theoretical and
practical) was highly satisfactory, in ml!'“ﬂy
instances oxcellent, and was undoubtedly
i great improvement on previous years,

I'he least salisfactory answers to the pass
{:-'I-:'-‘{"“ were to the auestions on figured

assex, and “the writing out of pascges
containing phrasing marks and contractions |
ax they neinally sound.”

As totheworking outof the figured basses,
sttdents are advised Lo pay more attention
| 1o obtain a jelodicus soprano part in the
| first instance, whilst Keeping the harmonie

propressions an view, and alterwards add-
| ing the two inner parts, which may be kept
Lemoother and quieter: more flowing inner
paris will be obtained when they have
studied connlernoint, which, as a rule,
shoulil not bie taken up till the student has
a fair mastery over all ordinary harmonic
Progreesions, il A

In regand to “the writing out phrases as
| they actually sound,” candidates did not
| trent Lie legato and  staceato signs cor
| rectly. ¢ s well to write out phrases as
-;Ecg: sound belore attempting to
then.

The hionour candidales, on the whole, did
splendidly. Most of the weak points
which vere noled in the report of last No-
vember were this year agreeably abwent.
There are signs that ear exervises, which |
cannot he over-cstimated, have beeft well
cultivated. Thess studica shounld be dilis
wently practised from the first lesson of a
[ ehild"s  musical education, if only five|
wisantes of each lesson bo allotted to them.

With regard to the practical examination
it i1+ gratifving to sce the I work that
iy leing done throughout colony. .
paring candidates who presented themselves
four years ago withi those of this éxamina-
tion, the general progress is I"Hn.l.l'h_ l:h.
'[he picces prepared were far more suitable,
and, there ore, far nire Justice Was done
thein  than in  previous Years, It i
more chfﬂtlﬂ?‘ to have casier works
Ihc-h‘“:‘f(:iﬂn. ’tm;t]. and Beethoven'
iy (artistically and lﬂ‘h'ﬂ‘ﬂm!
than diffienlt works indifferently
Many honour candidates seem to be under
the nnpression that to obtain honours it

: alipentary systemn, and in_the
'::’:hrn {:}‘l of ::;T:- 'tl'lt?:- iu illustrated in
weh nomannes as (o show that the candi-|
“dates had never actoally seen a men |
d e, Aw pointed ont before, mince the
fxo] usunily” dissected from the ventral
tﬁiﬂ.illﬂtﬂliﬂ jngrams are best under-
whood when drawn from that
'y
kol

koS apile should be

:ﬂm i to mﬁd ‘dissections themselves,
under t umd:rbu'ut & toacher, and to
e i e e o bt o
S ok isetrn

candra = ®
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bs necessary 1o prepare difficult works of
tLtu_lhnwta:;umull composers.  Th il-h[-;

. Good performances of .
Er{}e::h'- 2 and 3 part inventions; lm;
and Mozart sonatas, and the casier works
of Deethoven hre quite sufficient.

A list of wmti_'g being m
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