ﬂ!:'.'n.dlrdd hich leads to the uncertainty
the mm;hunn Teachers, from their
experience of a number of examinations,

_H-mt to #ecure a sud act upon this,
when suddenly, aa on the present occasion,
all their calculations are upset, with the
nesult that there 15 a percentage failure
of 32 It is interesting to compare the
resits of the other subjects that vyou
meation, viz., chemistry, and physics. In
ehemistey, the perventages of failures for

e three preveding years ure 42, 37, and , |

showing a gradual improvement each year,
t at e grecent examibation it
: t in physies, . WO
33, and o T per-
‘ﬁp- in anithmaetie the past four ex-
dntinations are 43, 48 45, 48.  Yon
draw attention toghis subject, on
aceount of ils importance, but it is gene-
| ally ised by teachers that the stan
dapd of the panep et s at loast 100 per
eent, more difficalt thanethat of five years
‘ago, and it is gradually risingy and * this
nse accounts for the higher pen nj.l‘:Fu of
failures. In conelusion, then, | Wonld like
to say that although the secondary teachers
aTe &r;pued to take a share of the blame
of fatlure, the examiner, with his uncertain
i s no less responsible.—Yours,
&e., GRESHAM HOBINSON,
Carlton College, Dec. 23,

TO THE EDITOR OF THE ARCUS.

SNir,—E year, no doubt, on the pub-
Lication nrm results of the malriculation
examination a wail up from unsuccens
ful candidates and from the teachers of un-
sitevaaful candidates. It was said by a

Faminent barrister at a recent meeting of

he University Senate that this fact was an
illustration of the Australian propensity, in
any contest, to win, tie, or wrangle. And
prrh;:(;-_ mokt of your readers, perceiving
that thiy is »o in 4 good many cases, have
little ssmpathy with theso cries of the lost,
Yor all that, howover, in this year's exami.
dation an inslance occurs, either of such
carelessness on the part of the examiners
or of such Hazrant dixregard by them of

an implied contract, that attention should

rawn to it in the general interests of
fair dmljn-,ir. . r
. The trouble is in connection with the
paper In themistry; and the figares wLich
Juu kindly publish every year do not, in
5 uullqmt. [ully show out the true
Fesiit. In pass  chemistry 29 candidates
presented.  Of these 39 th?m . There
Were thos in this subject 928 per cent. of
failures. Practically the whole of the [ass
candidates failed—or else it was  the
examiners who failed.

| As soon as I hm_tﬁﬂtnthtgn.u paper 1

ﬂ.lnt:tt:ﬂ. aned I:Enmtl-hc:itnul that one of the
MEDE questions in naper wax clearly
Gutside the fimits laid down  in L
wadar. Professor Mason acknowiedged
that this was so, but said that no ecandi-
date would be rejected except those who
=4 o mtialy the examiners on the re
Maning seven questions. Bat 1 bad also
pointed out that the cast of the remaining
atians of the paper was quite unlike

the cuat of previous papers: and that
Eevioun papers were the only guide as to
| what, within the wide and I limits
st by the calendar, the weular nature
of the examination should be, Professor
Hl.nm_t said nothing as to this. The
i I rewuit nuoted above, however,
ﬂE:n :-::‘ - truth of mﬂ' assertion:
and OAlY repsat that soch a
radical w'th the traditions of the

LA iners :::t ﬁl‘. l.l;;:
o m U

Il'dnn nhu:rtlined in "Y:ﬁ hE'm
Bl further defined by the p.mmpm

flipme AL ".* R Py I l: i i : . .ﬂ H;m
ii}:lbumﬂn’l ty have reported to the

| Thy Latin'papers ek £ be alightly he-
f ow 1h]n:v‘.gn ‘of recent years.  The
.W'E; of elementa mar shown
e
h

rogistrar a follows:—

o los I8 very in-
Ly ’-‘.1" [”',',‘:’ “drillessential to

m
tiess is eyidently neglected. That
'thf “:'u hﬁb -buﬂ'rrhwml solely as a
(setics of I!'I?N':llh n translation, without
cany rogard to t‘%q interest of their con-
0
n

t min shown by the gencral in.
tﬁli::r tu.ﬁ‘m‘lr a fairly correct map of
Giaul. The honour papers are very mugh

! d Ll
bft_mr the usual wian Hrttl':{l CORNWALLL

ALGEBRA,
X Ihlml unt.jhin: tp add to the details of
Feauin already sent I o 3. NANSON.

M GEOMETRY.
“Out of 100 marks 46 were oblainable for
k work and 54 for exercises, and the
standard for a pass whs 50, The candidates
obtained on the avemge 57 marks cach, so
that if a strong candidate were allowed to
transfer his surplus Lo a Wweaker Lrother or
sister, all could have with a margin
to =pare, But, as three candidates out of
‘every 10 actually failed, it is evident that
' those who sent in gs a whole n satis-
factory body of worki The most pleasing
(feature in the answering was the number o
,Quite correct but unconyentional answers
‘#ent in to the somewhat vucommon first
1_‘1llﬁ'uﬂﬂ- It illustrated in & wore marked
degree than wsual a steady improvement

that is taking place in the direction of a
Arank and unreserved communication be-

tween examinee and examiner. Candidates
scem to realise that a weak case in grometry
cannot be strengthened merely by keeping

quict about its weak points, and that it is
‘best in_every way to send in a plain, un-
laffected statement of how they do think
Tather than of how they think they ought to
think. Inanswering the sixth question about
constructing a square equal to a given
rectangle somo  candidates still start off
with a preamble about constructing a paral-
| lelogram equal to the rectangle and having
fone angle equal to a given right angle, but
the number of such over-cantious, timorons
ones 18 much less than. it used to be in the
nve when exercises were excluded,

In teaching the properties of tangzents
many of the country teachers seem to ex-
plain them purely as limiting cases of the
properties of secants. It is an excellent
practice « for teachers to explain  this

method of rding the tangent by the
way, but ié u: n gnt?ut. min!.nﬁ:,- to found

aents on it for pupils of the opge and
limifed mathematical experience of the ave
Tage matriculation candidate, Of the many
 country candidates who answered questions
8 nndd 9 by this method, only one expressed

ain that they were repeating mostly on

ith a formula of the teacher's. 1t would
be a ]I-J1tr if these remarks discouraged such

‘valuable explanations as that of the rela-
tion between tangents and secants, but
teachers should be propared to indieate
I passing matters of this sort, trusting
that they will bear fruit in good ‘time, but
not making them substitutes for what the
,pul}.)ll requires for his immediate needs,

‘oran exeellence both in the matter and
the manner of theip answers, sceuring from
00 to 100 per cent. of the marks, the follow-
ing eandidates deserve mention:—12, 24, 04,
10, 170, 230, 208, 274, 337, 403, 424, 400, 550,
070, €58, 703, 843, and 043,

In the honour work the usual satisfaclory
standard was maintained, The ealy really
I’wblt‘m:mwﬂr{nn was that sent in in ox.
planation of the three values of the co-sine

demonstrations of the properties of tan- |

seribe all the divisions.

| epecting the strugele by which the plebeians

himself with a perfect grasp of i, the rest |
hi.' little vaguenesses of wording making it !
iL

——

of the third of an angle whose co-sine jx |
given. Not more than two or three out of '

the 20 candidates could give an explana-
tion of this to a fellow-student w:‘til
remotest chance of jts being intclli.;.:*':h'h-.|
oficiency in the formal part of the work
scems to be pained by the micrifice of that
rt which 15 of greater educational vithue |

\‘.h«r_J

Ause exercising the powers of tlmughi.|

Iiut, on the other hand, some of the formnl
work is quite excellent.

WILLIAM SUTHERLAND.,

Rl ENGLISIL,
At this examination the nass r Wik
Hivided intas two parts, and it E’irnmrm-
sary for candidates to satisfy the exsminomm
in elch part. J¢ nuﬁht have been expected
that candidates would know the set work,
but would run a risk of failore in the un-
Prepared part. The exact opposite, how-
wgr. Wi the ease, Not more than four
Who matisfied the examiners in the second
?I: Prepared part failed in the first part of
v.:rrumr. which conxisted of an casay,

Of, analysis, and a few gencral gram.
:ﬂt:r Questions.  The consolation of this
thtrmmt. le that it seema to shiow that

nﬁﬂu]lﬂ_‘l has not been crammed,
aod e statisties aro nol unsatisfactory. Of
s Eﬂﬂdﬂn PFresenting or honours
:Hd Lo pams. In hoth clieses of can-
(Cidates wre many who in thought and ex-
;.Il'ﬂ-iﬂll show decided signs of immaturity,
T are manifestly too childish for what
mrﬂlﬁFIMFt:n ’ ?;-rrlhﬁ: in hhnh on
L] - o H t ﬂt ma

Ir:!‘ui:ll!ﬂd thaotic i § frz;flﬂ::.l Canse l:lj['
the candidates for
unsatisfactory in
s an old ground

some of

5 ¥ 1'E lI-"'--‘;""ﬁ""'ll'['IIF'jg.'r " . st A3
T b e e ha * fui %
i if =5 s

| 1
= ] it . HiF (]
=T | Aaw il

II e B

. com 3
| prose and ve ind
Tunilt is llmll;]r Immaturity,  One sy
Ahis—carelessnpsa—in vory ap t, {e
stance, in copving words 'th _-n,.“l un
in the prin questiona, Teavhers
woll practise their pupils in the . sim
iu;_ntttrlul' cl:rp}*inuin';:t_l .:9. ﬁhr:.in Atmoun
o approinted  to hm!-- ek
hmll'ntf' rr‘l"liil is  probably * "ol
tenchers, 1t would hl!l' of ﬂd‘l‘tﬁl.ln'{f 4’
lil;al-.- were iuﬂrlnnr _ifl:'itln;llllmdt' then care
fu examined, o followlng fam
\ Iim*{ werd.anked of ﬂmlid_lr.u:ﬂ."- fam: ous,

“T 110 all thi tor all ,
: ".I‘r:u:. :J‘;l;r *:‘;'l FLIIIHHII.:“IW d}u.p:wd“'m ':.'I'Ei
lze

Flrria. ll-lt!ﬂ'.':‘ 11:? :iml. ll'ul:".'
AL Qo Iond O W Fig i ¥ - ;
Jdient," 7 . Pureds the expe-
The little word “'too™ figures in th
no fewer than four times, A mﬁiﬁ:ﬂ
knowing how rightly to spell it might fairly
Le expected to repeat it mrrnlf-, Com-
paratively few did, “Port Phillip* iy
sponsible for o quite common insertion af
u kecond U in the proper nawe Philip, tha
father of Alexander the Great, even thoy
that name stood correctly spelt before the
eandidate’s eye in cold print. Classi
names are often n-rlc'llf mangled—Alexanda,
Apolla, Appolo, Dpolo, Dianna, I-fllmn[i,;
&ec. Derhops ax many fni] through careless.
ness as Lhrough ignorance, |
EDWARD E. MORRIS,
First Examiner in English,

HISTORY,

Honoure.~There were 5 candidates, and|
o2 ol them obtained honours. Of those
who dul wot, 12 were and wix were not
uwarded a pass.  The average of the marks!
gatned by all the ecandidates was 65,8 [Her
cent, of the marks obtainable. In Novem.:
bier, 1500, it was 644 per cent.: and in No-!
vember, 1807, it was 60 per cent. All ut |
two of the eandidates were able to earn
marks in each of the three divisions of the
1..;;;@, OI these two, one did not attempt the|
weman -I|J.\'1Hli'.l:|'l|. and the other did not at-
tempt the Grecinn., Candidates should ob-
serve that for honours the vegulations pre-

The: question that was taken hy the
preatest number of candidates was that re-

at Home attained equal political fglits with
the patricians; and this was also one of the
questions that were best answered, In
erliuy: with the question about Tiberius
Gracchus, not a few of the caudidates lost
marks by failing to show why his agranan
wopesals wire opposed by the Italisns.
I'be plivase “Napoleon's Continental sys-
tem” was misunderstood by some eandis
dates, who said nulhinf: about Napoleon's
decrecs apainst ]_*:nghm ‘s commerce and a
great deal about hus wars,
Pass.—The answering in the pass pa

at this examination seems to be somewhat
better than the answering at the previous
November examination. DPerhaps it is in-
evitable that among the unsuccessful candi-
dutes there should be some that make a
strange Jumble of persous and events after
the manner of 1Ml Adame: but we were
searcely prepared to be told that Copen-
hagen and Malplequet were among the
battles won Ly Wellington, and that Sir
Walter Raleigh  dirtinguished himself at
Trafulgar. Too many of the candidatos
ceontinue to show that in reading  their|
 history they do not make u practise of look-|
ing up in & map the positions of the places
mentioned. It is needless to say that such
candidates miss a great deal of the benelit
they could denive from-this study. For
example, how can a sludent understand the
object and the results of the campaign of

Blenheim, and lave an adequate idea of
the ubility of the English fl‘nt‘ﬂll_- ““h’ﬁ
he knows the position of !Irnhmm& an
traces on the suap the marches made by
Marlborough to reach that position?

A number of the eandidates wrote Geonge

the Third's famons saying with an error n

spelling, thus:—*1 glory in the name of
]lrihﬁﬂF." A look at one of the common
text-books (Ransome's) showed that t_lm
candidates hnd followed unquestioningly &
misprint there found. This was su !'!"'
fault, for it cansed the whole point of the
saying to be missed; but it was more excus
able than the fault of those who in "-".““;:
ing i question on rolten boroughs miss

the word “‘rotten,” correctly spelt in the
examination paper under their eyes; an
‘the number whoe did this was Hﬂﬂ‘r“‘i’ﬁ'
Several candidates gave Old Balem “:1 h:“
name of a rotten borough.  Candi ; .
would do wﬂ; to mr;}rmtmr Ilmir. "-:E::ﬂ‘l'lr‘ e
Answering places them on o I
border-line llmtwmn pass and fmlu_r:h! b:g
spelling and slovenly writing are likely 10
lead to failure, while nrnt.wrljlthf an £
spelling will often determine in favour 0.
Kixd, - -

: T. 8. ELKINGTOXN.

ROBERT CRAIG.
FRENCLHL.
The recent matriculation enmlﬂgm“: I"m:
piass and honours in French hl'l"l'-'u ax the
markable for the number as we didates
Inl::h average of perir?f}' ﬂf}h'“n ba
£ 5 "‘ :
Who presented themselve hﬂﬂ.iﬁ“ '.T'
erable.

=

ugan the last decade and a
qﬁrrl mnde 'i‘l!l. tﬁ:‘: interval is m“&iﬂ b=
‘he uttilil;c nnq‘plpﬁdigglﬁi'uﬂfj- s
annfua ipetitive o
rmply ju:&;ud I‘:;; the results “l:ﬂ:.d' ha
it may bo asserted without hesita ul
]thfﬁ 'hm&n nctrddn nh g
with Kt L teache
et v o dvei,
to n ight little anticipa
hnmhllf En:h'n::-l: of & l"ﬂ'“l': Jy pni
scliools accessible to all, The late W
lists of the successful eandidates BCH
every part of this coleny, ‘have &
m“.i”:' tt‘;{:irri r:-.iim'nu.l ﬂmﬂ noe, AN
rticipa n' L] Lt PN
rnﬂkrn :n hononrable share in the if
work of the education
number of failures, 1
minishing, is mainly d
pardtion, and an addi
enabind mhost of.the sonpeute
ena mo=t of the comjsl
'l.hl:ﬂbqrwl'-u[ their an 'J}'r"




