ks

prille themuelves, Any ‘who tals . L0
Bﬁiﬁe this ﬁ&mn.i-!_'mmnj or arigioal |
have ad his portion futility mdd

“Tor whom, for all 'chat, life was s
dious as a twice-told kale, because in their
th theic only philosophy had heen that
‘gho Totus éater, They had fadled to ac-
any interest in or anv capacily for
a afTairs of the mind., They had no rofuge
om that tedium and weaniness which are
oo likely to overtake, like Nemeals, those
m put behind them the tastes and in-
ereats and occupations by wlich human
are distingnished from: the beasts
¢hat perish, and by the ald of which alone
wa <an lead the sort of life that best be-
comes 4 man. Choose out, therefore, some
suhject A_m_mhlr to your tastes, to  your
[ Spportunities, to your type of mind, and
fo your capacities, Follow it faithfully, and
serroialy and persistently, even if it never
rises in your handas above the level of what
we candid friends will call a hobby, You
will tind that it adda a new brightness
and & new interest ta your life. It will
ihe a resoumce againat what Lo eo many
men are the sondid details of thmr daily
‘business, a place of refuge from the anxie-
bt and the irritations of personal atiara.
It s surprising how absorling alimost any
subject will become =0 moon An youl Jlefwis:
tently study it and begin to feel your mas-
tery over it. Yot different subjects ditler
satly in the amount ol Emnn.uu:nt intes
reat they atfond, even to their most faiktn-
‘ful followers, and 1 Think that mwost men
will find the moat satisfying mental
nourishment in some branch of those phy-
sical sciences, the development of which 1a
so wonderful a feature of the times. in
which we live. 1 well remember my Hrsc
introduction to those sciences. As a littie
boy of eleven or {weive [ learmned at
school the elements of geolegy. I do mot
suppose that I penetrated very farintothat
sclence; but 1 acquired, 1 remoember, a
disinterested

\assion for fosails and mine:
rals and samples of building stone, s that
gven niow a visit 1o A mussum recalla the
feclings of my boyhood. At fourteen I be-
came acquainted with the myateries ol
chemisiry and eleelricity. This waa Lthe
revelation of a mnew world—a world n
which 1 Lved delightiully until a fow years
later the fascinating and inseratabile rids
dles of metaphysics and philosaphy usure
nail the place of the problems of soience.
Rinee then 1 bave wanderad less in the
somowhat arid wilderness ol the law, not,
however, withou: meeting an oasid hre
and there: But I still look with envious
eves on those whom fat- s leading through
the green pastures of the natural sciences.
Lot na have nothing to dn, theretore, witdh
the heresy of the lotus eaters. The hap:
picst men are they who exereise Lo the full
the highest facilities ot their nathre,  Let
as nobt suppose that intellectual eliort will
fail to add: to the enjoyment ol life. Lot
ux work now, for there will be plenty or
dime to rest in by and by, The sevanid
kind of man who has neither rational en-
‘thusasm himseli  mor. promotes it dn
Lothers, 38 the exclusavely practical man—
the man who wanisa o Know what the
ood of it all is—he who thinks that truth
s worth exactly what it will fetch in the
mar'-:i:-r.-]w wha  believea ﬂinl_.'l mian =
heains nre an instrument designed by
Pravidence for the manufacture of monsy,
snd who views with a partly or whally con.
tompluons indiffercnee L proceciinga af
thosa swwho use them for any othsr purpote,
What is the use of it all? That thie Jast
question which the true #eientint or phie
Josopher ever asks himself, and rightly =o.
The 1::‘.'|Hﬁc.ll.iul| ol a 'r-t'.:nua_] ouringiky nd
ta our own nature and desbingy, anid the
universe inawhich we live, Is an end in
ftaelf, apart altogother (rom any 'pnu:l..-.-.ﬂ
atilitics thaf may llow from il Fhe seience
af astronomy is not dependent for yir gastis
feation upon its uses in the practice o
navigation. The reverence that we _-huw o
dhis memories ol Copernicus amd Galileo anil
Newton anid Kepler has, nok 1ia source in
any praciival jusdes of Lhelr rening and
labors. It id Lhe testimony il the rational
saul ol man Lo the aslfsuMelency ol iruth
itself, and {n the honors of those wiinen
keen anl eager cyes are searching ont for
vy the mysterics of the heavens and the
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garth. And even were it not an, even
were Lheory merely stliopviont 1o practles,
where 1 the man presumpinatis enangh 1o
sy of oor smallest fragmenl of wilentifie
truth, thal it is of no usa, Mrophiecy In-a

any Emp}lrt mindful of his reputation will
;mn respeciiully of ponsbilithes in  this
d, How often betore now have the
seming trivialities of theory grown into
practical results of untold importance, The
Proper maxim id that all Knowlédge 1s
potentially useful Knowledge, and that all
that {s true {s good and profitable also.
“After all it s the man who think that rile
ihs world, the othera do thair bikling,
sd follow in thelr foatateps, though they
' it mot, It s oftan the dreamer of
.Eeamn wio in the Jong run proved to have
ve beoh most wide awake. I have waid
Mzt & rational interést ia a valuabla pos-
{ oven i it never rises above tha
of @ hobby, But for all that you ¢an

Il Defofehund, it may. risd far Dboyond
that Jevel, It Iu a great mistake to xup-
pose that all the orlginal work in the
oeld i Deing done by intolleviual giants,
And thal there il Ho 1oom or opporiiunity
or men of averape stature, A very large
‘Amount of 'gﬁm_ﬂnn and valusble work in
done Ly inen of little more tha

the i r mﬂhiuh spd  animated
,pmﬁﬂnhi- I any man ix am-
Bithatia o take part in the l:mt ark
ol this - advancenians of know H :_L.;,,
Arw Qe chicl requirements for him, which
4 LA ] -hﬂ T m Lion. Thl'~ﬂm aof
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dangerous game at the beat of times, and,

becansa they are fammline

work will

commonplace and -.lutijlruqlnq.
roquiremnent s youtia. 4 g
whith & man mu.r};.'hﬂ-‘li:'ul the first fresh-

vigor of his youih, or in all Fru-
bability he will newver begin it at all to
| .Iﬂ.t'_r o] ]iﬁln‘rum:
aving college are .
l'hm r::q:ﬂlt"l]t. in thens that his mind’ s

most receptive, |

nesa ani

Ve,

an experi;
e Iﬁ-"l

than an amalaur.

him the vigor of
t':::nhl:_-:-rt:‘f[ul some hrains of a tolerahle

heatl, and wisdom and pa-
tence enough 10 choose his course and
he need not despair of de-
the republic of selence and
letters, The fields are white to harvest,

411.!.1“13" in |'|H-

continue in at,
norving woll of

and for overy man with seyihe or wickle

is opportunity of becoming
o waita till later the chances

fis ﬁ_trm:n:th-
probahly his |
that he hasx b
if h
t he will never

The secon
is & work |

The lirst few years after |
of pricelesa value o

s memiory ':‘P‘“t tvici-
hia enthusissm, and -
epsire greatest, It i then

be anything more
If then a man bas in
youth with some fire I

thore 4 room enough and to_spare,

The Chancellor, on behalf ol
th I-“;\-l"‘l-

vier=ily,

the Uni-

Professor Salmond for

hia tlrouzbtful and encouraging adidrens,
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GRADUATES AND UNDER-
GRADUATES,

Tur proceedings at the Commemoration
of the Adelaide Univorsity yesterday
were moro than ususlly enjoyable to all
concerned, In the first place, the fierce

heat proverhially connceted with this|

annual futiction was for once wanting,
and such warmth ns was observable

during the ceremony was of internal
origin. Somo of the more obvious de-

feets of the University Library in
tho matter of ventilation have in-
deed been corrected, but the room is
not by any means an ideal one for the
bringing together of a packed gathering.
Thus tho question of temperaturo must
always bo an important one, The popu.
larity of the Commemoration has stoadily
inerouscd, to saynothingofthefact thatthe
number of past and present students is
necessarily cach year added to. It may
not bo possible, as in tho cherished joke
handed down from a Cambridge of lang
ago, to find children examining the
notice-boards, and exelaiming tearfully
“Qh mother! father's plucked 1" DBut
there in no doubt that the inclusionin the
University of lady students tends to tho

159%.

drawing together of crowda on all occa.
gions ; sinco tho studious woman is not
freo, auy more than hor unlettered sister,
from that unwritton rule of the sex which
Jdemnands that overy setion of lifo ahall be
carricd oub in tho presence of friendly
witneases, 'Then noarly all tho students
havo their homes within easy distance
of their alma maler, and henece the
gathoring of sistors, cousing, and aunts
on the ono occasion of the year when the
Univorsity has something of social’
pature to offer. Tho Chancellor en.;
couraged his hearers to hope for a larger,
hall of audience on future oceasions, and
thin will bo absolutely necossary unless
tho popularity of the gathering is to be
restricted.

The Guvernor was necessarily absont
from Commemoration this yoar, as in
1805 : but tho othor defloienciea which
iave that function so nogative a chamcter,
wore fortunataly not to bo observed. Itis
true that the Chancellor dispenned with
any formal oration, but he was at hix best
i thie varied and well:chosen phrases of
congratolation addressed to tho various
candidates, Nor was thora aoy lack
of graduates, more or less  distin-
guished,  from othor  Universitios,
who sought to proceed to an ad
eyndem degroe hero. The presence of
tho Rev, F. J. JorvisSmith was taken

adyantago of, as the Chancellor pointed

i T =H |
outy to reciprocatd to some Alight oxtont
the honours whiohy Oxford s beon

n heaping upou Adeiade man,

I

in h'l' lft# hlﬁn‘ m I
in Arts or Science. Tha cld-world prac-
n“ 'hiwh .Ih" m TLAr W s p

himself in law to style himself & Bachelor
of Arts also is ":I properly non-sxistent
hore. And, though it may rmake s man
no better lawyer to bo skilled in whas
used to bo termed ‘“the humanities,” it
-must undoubtedly raise the tone of the
whole profession if it be constantly re-
cruited by those who have made profit-
able study in other fields an well, -1
Of this panimllrlrnth,u it happened,
the professorial address of the ooccaxion
proved to be a general application Pro-
fessor Bonsly's absence in 1596 caused &
regrottablo bresk in the series of these
omtions, which make for ecultere and
instruction in & mauner too valuable to
be disrogarded. Ho wspoke last year,
t!mugh at no great length, on the func.
tiona of Universities, emphasising the
desirability of Chairs of history and
modern languages in Adelaide. Pro.
{essor Salmond yestorday addressed him-
| 5elf to both sexes and all ages, though be
vigorously vindicated tho spocial claims of
youth. What ho urges upon all is to have
some intellectual interest outaide the daily
work, something that will take the mind
out of the dangerous groove of accustomed
oeoupation, and cause it to ¢ Heo
condemns alike the lotos-eater, whose
tranquillity is thet of mere lamness, and
the money-grubber whoso first question is
of what practical advantage any step will
bo. As ho implied, wo honor Galileo,
Kepler, and Nowton none the less be.
cause their rosearches and discoveries
were not so immediately profitable as
thoso of Edison. DBut the warld still
konows vory little, Professor Salmond
thinks, Wo are not so much tho boirs of
all tho ages as pioneers ; the riddieof the
universo is still in the main unread. And
ho distrusts the often-vaunted superior
wisdom of 'age, whoso impartiality
is too often but indifference, its
modoration mere  dulliess.  From
tho ng, in those valuable yoars
which immediately follow the University
carcer, ho hopes many things and much.
His sddress was in fact caloulated to ap-
peal to no small extont to the under-
gradustes, and it is the more to be re-
gretted that theso gave him such poor at-
| tention. Tt is excoodingly probable that st
tho extreme end of a rootn not too well
designed the greater portion of what was
kaid might in any cass have been in.
‘“ﬂjht.ni ) . L il TRl '.1

b o AR 2 T g Comet o g+ i

el " el Tule el  WAN -
LR .f!"""-"-'?""""f"l‘li L'_‘l-.'_'.'—'h -
) s of the hall »

o 'Il; r.'-:._.




