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The origin of the Sydney University
may be traced to the year 1835,
when steps were taken for “the ercction
and endowment of a grammar school in the
town of Sydnoey."” Passing on thence
through various phases, in the course of
which it became “the Sydney College,” it
was in Jue course domiciled in the buildings
which have since become the Sydney Gram.
mar School, These buildings were opened
in 1835, with 60 pupils, the school continu-
mg to be known as the Sydney College.
Endunng varnous viassitudes, the voung en
terprise struggled on until o 1840 a petition
was presented to the Legislative Counel
from the proprictors of the college, pray-
ing for the ;uhllltinlj of measures tao con
vert the institution info a university, amld
stating their willingness to hand over their
college to any body of persons possessing
the means to carry out this ohject.

This petition was the germ of the future
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University of Sydney, The Legmslative
Council aceepled the offer, and assumed
the responsilulity of the necessary initiatory
The committee for the [urther-
ance of l|'11.- ]'Il.'l.lj{'l"l. consigted of ‘i":. [ #A
Wentworth, E. IeasThomson (Colonial
Secretary), John HMubert Mlunkett (Attor
ney-lieneral), Charles Cowper, Hobert
Lowe (afterwards Viscount Sherbrooke),
Charles Nicholsen (the Speaker), Robert
Nicholls, and James Maecarthur—a remark-
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able association of men, each of whom be-
came eminent in colonial or lmperial af
fairs, whilst in an especianl manner Wil
liam Charles Wentworth may be referred
to as the father and promoter of the bhud-
ding university.

On October 1, 1850, Sir Charles Fitzroy
being Governor, the act of incorporation
received the vice-regal assent, the colony at
that time having a population of only
187,000, Ax Mr. H. E. Barfl, M.A., since
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