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. to go into' court. He put
_ =it was copstitutional with him—too
mueh possibly in the position of tho other side.
P was m faclt of his, and ke had
heard people complain about it.  He
Vﬁ-.ﬂm gave the other side the benefin
of the doulit rather than involve hin client in
tomoch litigation. Any lawyer of pote in
bis profesion would do_pretty much tho same
in matters of grave importance. All the
attacks mwade upon the legal prolmsion here
wero withous foundation.  The caes took too
bus whose (anlt was that? The clicnta

The persons actuslly engaged in the litigation
did not complain ; it was always somebody
outssdo who raned a bowl The man himself
would not forgive the lawyer il ho tried
10 -hun-:u[ tih: Imm much. Tho
oxpenss of p ure way nothing;
the sabstantial expenso aroee at the trial,
Mlpmumuuthl leogth o trials in 1803 the
Justice said :—** An exaggorated notion
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niatters which neq ~ thoughtiulness  re-
aired 0o apprenticeship in the opinions of
these wembers who represented wades  Tho
appronticeship for & law student was shorter
;Emin wrade  that ru!u.ind much lesa
skill, and they did away with all examina.
wons. (Tho Attornoy-General="' Not at -]llﬁ
Practically they did, and yet the law requi
much more, expenencd than any trade,
Lawyers in five yearms could not do much
more than learn the tools of their trade,
bewsuse thoy bad to deal with buman nature,
The Attorney-Goberal said that if studentsy
took & degree in arta thoy servd only threg
years. There was great sonse in that, lug
tho habit of learning was a very valuabl
scquisition. When be firal began Lo go ta tha
courts ho imagined ono lawyoer right until
be beard the othor, and then hoi ned ho
was tight. Then he heard the judgo and
thought both lawyers were wrone, (Mr,
Hutchison—"*I¢ did npot say much for tho
lawyers.") It showed that habita of atten.
tion 1 to. be acquired, and thas
oould be dono .at the University, When

‘students came  to tho ntur.lﬂ' of the
o

law. the University courso gave the power of
acquiring information. The Bill proposed to
do away with the necessity of knowing any
thing before students becamo practitioners.
First of all they did away with Univerity
education as a condition of articles, The Go-
vernment wore not satisfied to go back to
what used to obtain, but they reduced theterm
to threo years, After that tho students wero to
Lo turned adrift, and wervexpected to bo trusted
by mombers of tho community. Most of tha
Bill was a sounding brass and a tinkling
eymbal. There waa nothing in it. The
clauses as to *amondmonts® and the grounds
on which the couct should decide casca wern
for the moat part a sham and a protence, and
where they wero not they wore tho law now,
He did not rest on the question of the credie
bility of the Artorney-General or himself, bus
on the Chief Justice’s report.  The aubstance

cof the Bul was the extensiou of the jurisdiction

of the Local Courts, and thatsubstance wasbad.
Ono clauss of the Bill made it impossible for
members of this cumed profession to mako
contracts that could bo enforced. ‘That put a
brand on them. It provided that a client
could go bohind his sorious contract and ask
the taxing otlicer if tho agreoment wero o fair
one or not. The cliont might bave induced
his counsel to make all sorts of sacri-
fices, but because  thoe latter happened
to belong to thoe learned profession
of tho law the contract was of no consequence
Tho Bill was subject to another man to say
whether it was fair and reasonable.  The pro-
fession thoy called *‘learned,” but which in
future was to bo ignorant, was to havo n
badge of dishoneaty placed on it, and then
the members of it could not make a contract

Wlohn Downer's ticiam

without tho othor party having tho right tosct
it aside,  Ho would oppose tho thied reading.
The ATTORNEY-GENERAL aaid tho
enticiama of Sie John Downer wwre in
many vespects  an  ill-founded  as  his
juotations wero incorrect.  Sir John had
referred to the Bill an boing a sounding
eymbal. He had the autbority of Mr. Cald-
well that tho quotation was incorrect. It
ehoald bave been tinkling eymbal. (Sir John
Downer—* Tinkering.”) e would like to
adops the other part of the quotation and
toell Sir John Downer that bis criticisms
wero as  sounding  brasa Liko the
fair sox, who generally kept the chicf item
they wished to communicate for the postseript
of their letters, Sir John Downer had gescrved
the most important part of his speech until
the conclusion. In his objection to tho pro-
visions in relation to contracta by solicitors was
ta ba found his chief reason for opposing the
Lill. He thought his craft was in danger,
aid he resented the audacity of the
Uovernment in endeavoring to deal with
o subject of such importance to the
noble proflession as lawyer's feca, Mo was
wrry o hear Mr. Wood may that that
slause induced him to voto againat tho third
rading. In the old time solicitors wero
officers of the court, and litiganta being coms.
polled to have recourse to ita oflicers in secking
Jrsticn it was wisely provided that solicitors
should not exact more than prescribed foes,
which wero fair and reasonable, ~ No power
wan given to wsolicitors to set aside that
rcale.  Alterwarda solicitors increased in
power and in number and secured an altera-
tion of the law, which waa embodied in the
Siatute-book. It wan introduced at the
inatance of the present President of the Legis-
slive Council (then Mr. Baker), and provided
<t salicntors might make agreemens for tho
sransaction of legal businesa by & lump sum,
and those agresments would be Linding both
ot mlicitor and client howwver much they
interfered  with the remuneration which
sccording Lo the sealo solicibors wers entitled
e It was a perfectly fair thing to allow a
mAn to charge just is much as anybody was pro-
{l-l“dh Pay, i ab the same time they did not
aree the public o have recourse Lo the ser-
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o sottloment under the prosent law s tnd,
ihe BHlL - He had taken down wﬂ* .:T "
had wsid, which was that under existine
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circumatances tho parties could n’aﬁ’i:-. by
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J(¢ had taken it down. Then they ooy

n summons and enter an n .
John Downer="1 did not ur .' =)
ton lawyer.”) The hon. member undearnie 'y
did eay that. He had an jdes at the time
that Sir Jolin did not know i’hlh{iuul
ing. Ho waasorry that Sir John bad foreatiee
I'hen thoy could go to the court and ta
pottloment of tho mattor.  First snd foremen
hin idoa was that they shoold nob be com pelled.
h?ﬁlm toa lawyer. Even if Sir John
did not say that it would be MBATY L0 o
to b lawyor it would be "":'mg'
existing systom. The most inhlll;mnhm
would not bo able to fsue & writ, Buy, th
bofore a decision could be obtained, the '
have to go to tho court and appdarat trial,
Thia Bill dispenaed, firstly, with the neossity of
poing toa lawyer; secondly, it wasun -
to issus a writ; ﬂuirdl_r. it waa “ﬁlﬂll;lj'l.;
coter am appearance; foorthly, it was gn-
neceasary to go to the court at the trial wad
wait for tho hearing. A statemeny had
simply to be made in such form as the partics
thouzht fit as long as that statement wmm
i intelligent Eoglish.  The statement wis
tiled, a cortain feo paid, and in due courss &
copy would be provided of the decision,
Tho dilferenco botween that and the exist-
ing systom woa the difference between day
and vight.  Ina great many cases people dis-
puted qhirﬂ{l na regards the facts, m at lh!’
samo time thero were a considerable number
of cases in which the parties were agreed as to!
the facts, and simply differed as to the law,
Ho could eall to mind cases of the m 'li
magiitude that had gooe homo to the ]
Council only recently, and if 7t had pleased|
tho partics they could have embodied the whels
subjeetin dilferonce on halfa hhmtmr,nw‘
When the lwph paid for the maintenanco
of I'I:hq li_:.n-i::.'l cotirts or the courts of h.ijhrﬁr'
}un:-dmtmn ought it not be their proud |:1|'1'.:*1-E
ege that they could approach these courts,
btato a case for tho decision of the magisirate
or judge, and obtain it with little or no
expense, Now, aa to the suzgested degrada-
tion of tho standard of legal cducation. Ha
was gotting abeolutely sick of it. Ho know it
was raieed not in the interests of the public
Lut in tho intercsts of the ‘lawyers
Accordiog . to  the  views of some
our courts wero intended for the lawyers, not
for thoe pablic, and be was sorry that members
should oppose this reform.  Sie John Downer
had asked members to beliove that no reform
was wanted. Who bolieved that? Look at
the increasing practice of the Local Court
Look liow its procedure made the Local Court
wfinitely  preferabile. This Bill  had
been before the House time and again,
and he knew that the public e
uired and demanded something of the sort,
What had been proposed by tho other
side? Nothing. ﬁﬂ if anything required
immediate and stringont attention 16 was this
subject of law reform.  Somo metnbers said
that the Governmont were not going far enough,
but the Government belioved that this was a
rubstantial measure of law reform, and the
would not stay their hand thero, but do
they could to give a wore complete
elfectual measure, and that at an carly date.
At any rate, this Bill wend oo \ise
for membors, of the logal profession.
1low could®membors suggest that the Governe
ment were lowering the atandard ¥ What ﬂlg
sroposed to break down was tho barrier whi
Emd lately been successfully raised againat the
entranco of brilliant young men to the bar—
the matriculation examination—which was not
required of the leader of tho bar at the pre
pont time, but which bad been raised as a poo-
tection by those who had already got Wi
the ascred palo, It had provented man after mad
from entering the profession. And did mombem
kuow that the examination which was provide
Ly this Act required an equally bigh siat
practically to that required under tho exisiing
sysatem, t him read from the nanilesto
issued by the University :—**Section 5 of the
said Bill containe a list of seven subjects in
which all eandidates for admission as lﬂld"[ﬂ
shall bo mgn:?mc-d. Th:j h:l i :dﬂginﬂ_ wi
that now 1n foroe, save that (w0 su
1) Common law and equity, and (2) Statate
aw of South Austealia, are nuhumud_!nr -
vinglo subject of constitutional law.” JAIEL
was it not moro desirable that T‘m .
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