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|dainty designed to tickle the palato is |
|ocensionally inclined to class himsolf as a

|membor of the community ; yot if a fair
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the léast disagrocablo of noiso."” jﬁ‘
iderablo. number, _however,
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Anago to place thomselves oven into |
L ’.ﬂ uI-f.ﬁFh_iﬂpﬁEﬁﬁl.’- framo  of

wontal indiffore profess to
draw s hard-and

o, They profess
CIRW; DA -fast line between those
PF"HH which are productive and those |
- mm“‘- - The grower of some table
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““usoful” and the musician as & ** usoloss'

comparison of tho ultimate results

mr_nnlr. tho gratification of an ardinary
_hmtimntn tasto  of tho pooplo—the

higher lovel than. thosoe of the producer, |
because thoy cultivato a high montal
instead of a ‘morely physical faculty.
Stadents of music, therefore, should
nover allow thomsalves to  bo dis-
suaded  from following the natural
bont ‘of thoir tastes simply fromn
any outward pressure of the notion
that the profession is a comparatively
useless one.  Such impressions are only
the result of ignorance. As a matter of

e —

| fact, the more real progress socioty makes
{in  advancement and civilization the

larger will bo the proportion which tho
intellectual—as compared with the purely
material—needs of the peoplo assumoa. ',

|So far from the majority of students of |

music being prone to overmto the value
of their art, it" is cortain that!
a vory large number of musical on-
thusiasts take altogether too low
ground. They devotos thomsolves to
tho mechanical to the neglect of the con-
structive and intellectual aspocts of
music. How many of the pupils now
about to begin their studies at the Con-
servatorium have over cultivated the
habit of viewing their various **piccos"
As compositions to bo studied? How

degree of intelligent insight, the simplest
sonatins, tho performance of which
would offer. to them no difficul-
Mes whatever! It ix  for musicians
and studonts. to romember that, if
they would . gain  real respect for
thoir art and for thomselves, thoy must
show that, whethor thoy manipulate the
piano, the organ, the violin, or some wind
instrument, they use their minds as well
as their fingors, If the Consorvatorium
can succeed in emphasizmng and recom-
mending this view of the study of music,
it will indeed have accomplished a groat
work. :
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 OPINIONS OF AN EXPERT,
The Rev. W. Potter, F.R.G K, who has
visited Adelaide for the purpose of attend-

Australian Pulilie Tenchers” Uygion, and
alwo of examining into the working of our

ntafl with respect to the impressions he'
might have recelvind during his school-visi-
tations.

It may be mentioned that Mr. Potter's
connection with the working of the Vie

torian State School system has extended
over o period of & quarter of a conlury.

s honorary sevretary of the Edueation
League—one of the most prominent momn-
bers of which was the late Chief Justice
Higinbotham—that secured  the passing
al the Education Act of 1872, and as the
first and present editor of the “Austta-
lasian’ Schoolmaster,” a jonrnal now in the
twentioth year of its existence, and which
it admitted to e an educational authority
of high repute in these colonics, Mr, Pot-
ter must have looked at our schools with
somowhat of a critic’a cye. Coming here
with eredentinls from e Minister of
Publie Instruction in Melbowrne to  our
Minister of Educatfon, he has had every
facility afforded him for carrying on hia
cducational enquiries.

Mr. Potter prefaced his pemarks by djs-
avowing any belief that the cursory visita-
tion of a number of schools entitled him
to speak ex cathedra upon the system as
A whole. He had, however, enjoved the
privilege  of a  brief personal  ae-

uaintance  with  the Jate  Jdir. L.
. Hartley, whose spirit and nohle

msome: sense tne public mind, and  he
had also made himself familiar with  the
liternture bearing upon the South Austras
linn primary echoos system. One object of
his ¥imt was therefore to see the practical
working of the schools, and to ta (0 notes
of whatever he considered might with ad-
vintage be grafted on to the Victoriin
Looking at the fact that the law dealing

with primary education in the two sister
colomes embodied the same grand demo-
eratic Frqvwinns he was struck with the
marked divergence of the lines upon which
the two syatems had been devieoned. Yor
inatance. the law in both colonies—1.
Made it obligatory updbn parents and
Ruardians—irrespective of  social poxition
or wualth—to have their children, from 6
to 13 years of ape, educated up to a given
standand. 2, Lasd it upon the Glovernment
Ly foond amd maintain a sullicient numbwer

of schools, wherein: the children of the

system of national primary education, was
last evening ween by n member of our

ideals  of ~ education still evidently econ- ||
tinued to pervade both thedepartmont and ||
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the similar union 1 Vietoria®

this colony and the Chancellor of the |
University . downwards, no |
or consideration was  left '
that  would have been  paid  ‘had

the gatherings been thoss of 4 congress
n!! ‘{rﬁrned societies.. While the
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by  the Chief .
Bonythow,  the S\l
, controlling education. Professor  Lowrie,
', and  the delegates from the Viclorian
teachers  fuolly  justified . Lhe positic
in pullic esteem these congresses have row
‘he' full ‘re given ol tha|
by the Adelaide daily ~prisx
bt, greatly benefit the teashers
throughout Australia, (S e -
J You have, of course, noticed the ppoy
University to take over th
college for teachers, ‘and telinve
Government of the cost_of traning

pil teachers and teachers. Would it be
a Judicious step? L
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eriainly, provided that ample seeurity

be given to_ensure that prac
tﬁn'ﬁ'ﬂﬂﬂ nnd the cconomic or modern side
of education isx not sacrificed to Yeulture.™

The able specech

ﬁi by :fric_ahanﬂllpr -ﬂi the UTAWE Th-ll
o much 1o secure the aceeplance

pal et e R
of Inspectors and the Minidter to devise |
means 1o attain this. Doubtless they will |
=oom do #0, There already exists a moch

closer connection between the Universi
: primary public schools in
~ colony than that existing in Victoria,

lihwera

fanil the

whole eolony could oltain a sound elemens
tary English oducation without the pav-
ment of any seliool fee whatever, 3. Ene

| foreed that the wehool eurrieulum should
| be _.wm:rurf thereby totally excluding see-

taran and dogmatic religious instruction
from the schools. 4. Provided that the
system of education wo eatablished should
be administered by a Government departs
ment under a Minister of the Crown hold-
ing n seal in Parliament, and  that  the
teachers and the  administrative staff
should form a branch of the Public Ser-
vice,

And ‘yet you think thial same svstem
has been differently worked by uu'}r ile-
partment *—*""Ycs,"”

In_what way?—"“Well, in three ways:—
1. Your department recognised that” ‘the
powar to produce wenlth ix the measure
of a nation’s prosperity,” and it set about
educating the children on lines best calog-
lated to fwn them that power. Brain craft
anid hand eralt, it appears to me, dre cor
related in the Sonth Australian school jto
A very frir'd v and this is extended
thraigh vonr School of Mines and” Trdus-
‘tried. Whereas our education department
has confined its efforts almost oxclusive'y
to. brain-eraft, following in the ‘wolle of
the English primary system. 2. While our |
administrative braneh has all along shown
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