_ » 1o judge by the firs
b be lntensely intoroating as {mll nu inE
tractive. The wyllabus indicates only in !
" gereral way the seope of the subject, and
the sequicnce of it main details, But T
-ij_t_ic_apaiﬂl that the lectures, particularly
the sarlier ones, will deal with imatters not
announced in the syllabus, and the infor
mation to be commuonicated will be ad.
dusted to an average of 20 slides to be ox.
| ibited euch ovening.  The abject of the
finsl leeture wax to trace the various modes
ot reproduction in plants from the lowly-
organised yeast plant to the highest form
of vegetation, as in an ordinary flower, The
xual  reproduction of the yveast plant
buddisgand cell division was illustrated,
wand i a somewhat moditied form that of
the wotile algal plant—volvox. Then fol-
Jowed the foreshadowing of sexuality us
goen in the green thread-like plants af sup
munning streams, ealled confervae. Whilst
the more complex metaods of sexual ropro-
dl,].l:"til:l_ll i the :hlﬂh:'l‘ flowerleas ]Jl.\lllu
were illustrated in somo detail 5n the life
evele of a fern plant. The larger suhject
of “How flowers marry*' was introduneed
by demonstrations on the siructure of a
flower, the formis of stamens, pollen, stig-
mas, and ovarin. The lecture was practi-
¢ally only an introduction to the series,
and it is anticipated that the interest will
well maintained right through, Those
extension lectures are most valuable to
those who can only sfare a little time in
the evenings ta devate to the aequisition
of sewentiic knowledge, and the Univers |
sity authoritics and nrofessors wno contrie
buta subjecta are to be moet heartily come |
mendad for their desire to give the general |
ruhhe apportumtices of extending  their |
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PUBLIC TEMEiERS' UNION.

THIRD ANNUAL CONFEREXNCE.

The third annual conference of the
South Australian Public Teachers” Union
was opened on Monday morning in the
Trades Ilall. The president (Me. M, M,
Maughan) occupicd the chair, and there
was a large attendance.

The DPre=ident, in his opening remarks,
congratulated the teachers upon mect-
ing in CONEress for the third
time, and wupon the gpirit of
union and trust  in _ themsclves and
m one another which was growing
stronger year by year, (Applause.) Secal-
tered through the length and breadth of
they country as they were, opportunities of
intercourse scldom oceurred, and it was
only by making some sacrifice of their con-
¥enmence that they could meet in that man-
jmer. There could be no question as to the
Ehw and utility of such gatherings or

‘their beneficial influence  bhoth  upon
themwelves and their work. lle
proposed to  make a  brief statement
of the principal matters that bad
been dealt with since the last conference,
Dhiring the past twelve months the execn-
| tife committee had closely watehed the
progress of events, and had not hesitated
to take such action as had seemed neces
sary. Tho committee had met every month
and had dealt with a large number of
jons submitted to them by associae
tigns. They had been met in o most
ki_nd.lg epirit by the Doard of Inspectora
and the Minister of Education, and
they desired to express their thanks to
those gentlemnen for their consideration,
(Applduse.) The resolutions passedd at the
last congress were forwarded to the Board
Inspectors, and their replies would he
read to tnem. While they regretted that
many of Lthetn were unfavorau.e, they felt
wure that the board desired to meet their
whihes an far as was possible, and that

were actua as they were them:
a sincere desire to do everything

for the benelit of the whale service. (A
tuse.) The commitles had been unable

" deal with several matters referred
o them ]: last DOngreas rom
_of wufiicient definite mformation,
executive had collected a mans of in-
ormation with rd to the rent of and
pair to teachers’ houses, and they ha
Mg Lo take I'urllhvr nlnﬁ in the matter,|
O the_resignation of Mr, Assistant-fn.
dedtor Gamble a letter wan written to the
Minister of Edueation urging toe 1 inte
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sent ble. The whole matter would
be fully laid before them at a later lh“!
and lie asked their most careful considera-.
tion of the question, Another malter of
importance was the securing of a sort of
clubroom at which teachers could meet,
and which should be st the same Lime a
rendeevoun and resting-place for country
teachers when wvisiting the city, (A
lanse ) The committes had also hmugﬁi
fore the Doard of Inspectors thequeation
of the jssue of  certificates to teachers,

supply of apparatus (o schools, the ixsue

aof a new copy-book for class V., a nl
the  benefit " of teachers wha 'tﬁl?h::li l’:;‘-

Atudy agronomy llurillig the holidays, and

The reading preseribed: for clae 11, ic
hail  been  wuggested that ovraneh  cone
kreescs might be held in various country
centres, and it must bo agreed that {hess
willlill he productive of great benefil. At
the general conference there was so much
business o be Cilealt with that it was
hardly possible cither to give sufficlent
time for discussion or to deal at all
with  many  matters  of  considerahle
intereat and importanee, The Fastor and
l][:r.: midwinter Hmluln}‘! afforded opportu-
nitiea for such meotings, and they might
11n||_:e that next vear would seo their eatal-
lishment.  (Applause.)  Mr. Whillas,
Mr. Harry, and the president, who were
the delegates at the Melbourne Congress
last Easter, were received with the greatost |
eordiality and were most kindly enter- |
tained,  They now welcomed witj. much
ql:-nmm- Messrs., Lowis and Rennick, and
Mr. Potter (the editor of the “Austral-
asian  Schoolmaster '), who represented
Victoria there that day, and their pleasure
waa increased by the fact that Mrs. Potter
accompanied her husband,  (Applanse.)
it was much regretted that during the
past vear it had only been possible for
moembers of the executive to visit assogia-
tions once or twice.  They would like ta
be able to do mueh more in this direction, |
but it seemed hardlvy possible.  Should
branch congresses be held it was probable
that some¢ members might be able to at-
tendd them,  1le need handly remind them
that the second anniversary of the death
of their late revered chief had just passed,
Their hearts were full of sympathy with
the Jady whose loss was greater even than
theira, but he was proud to think their
aims wore still as high ag when he was
with them, that his spirlt actuated them,
and wounld continue to do so, and that the
edifice he reared would be supported and
maintainesd by a band of ecarnest and
devoted men and women, who eateemed
nothing so highly as their duty, and
the truest welfare of those under their
charge. (Lowdl apolause.) Their greatest
need was union—mutual  sympathy and
support—a community of interest. Lot
tliem strengthen their assaciation by every
posaible means, not leoking merely to the
prescnt or to their personal wants, but'in
order that they might help those who
necded aid, and by meeling together gain
the knowledege of ane another that led to
fellowship and mutual eonfidence: (Loud
applause.) I
The Secretary (Mr. John Harry) read
the annual  report, which: stated that
there  had cen a  few changes
made in the personnel  of the exe-

culiva committee sinee last eanference.
Mr. It. Hand, the corresponding sécretary,
had vesigned his position ‘in March last,
and Mre. A, 11, Neale had ‘been elected to
fill his place. ‘the excentive placed on
record its appreciation of the work of Mr,
Hand in connection with the establishment
of the union. Mr. Sullivan havine resigned
early in the year Mr. Cherry had been ap-
pointed ta fill the vacant position, The
excentive had been called upon to spend a
great deal of time and- thought upon the
wark of the union. Twelve meetings had’
been licld in addition to the delegates’
meoting at Easter, and a great number of
committee meetingd throughout the year,
During the Inst nine months the average
attendance of members had been seven
out of twelve on  the committes.
ine Easter meeting had been well atten-
ded by delegates from all parts of the
colony. It was decided that IE& next gone-
ral committee meeting should take place on

the Saturday following Good Friday of next
year. Although they knew wherein they
coulid work with more effect, if it were not
for the cost entailed, yet they felt that
they have the eonfidence of the publie in
ihe work in which they were engaged, an
that they were expected to do their best to
‘maintain the efficiency of the schoals, The
support given to the teachers by the publie
and the press in the colony 1m on
them the obligation to in no way ml short
in the performance of the high duties in-
volved in their position. i,
" The Prosident moved that the new pre-
s R
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