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Sie—As theére seems to be a geperal mania |
at present among the Labor Party over higher |
edocation one is templed to ask what it i all |
about., I, and T believe moat other working |
men, believe that it is all humbng to talk abous !
a colloge sducation for our sons and daughters, |
whilst hundreds, ave thoasands, searcely know
‘how to got enough to rat. What the Labar
Party wore elécted for was to remove the
burdens that presa most heavily on  the
i.huimtml clames, but they have not lone this, |
and it s=ems tome they don’s intend to do it, |
but even propose (o in o tha burdens of |
tho workers and prodncers ing higher
nalttes on thosa who 1 0 carry on
imdtistry in Soath Australia. T say can wo |
wonder that nmien are unemployed by the |
bupdeet. Why thia xyetem (s upheld by the |
sorcilled Labor Party is 'n great mystery, |
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At the cvomioz eleotiona, When proteetion |
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diced sud manalsetured in the colony ware in
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B2 jams, E21,045 ; woap,  £11,0000
duties oo’ the above lines vary
B 13 to J0 per tenl, it paturally musg
pllaw that South Awstralizns have to pay
dromn 1030 00 per eent. niore than it will pay |
m South Aostralian manufacturer Lo export |
hia ‘goods and sll them tw foreigners,  How
e :lpF)lh:rmh- ol bennfit to South Aus.
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Tho third annual conferenco of the South
Australian Pablie Teachors' Union was opened
at the Trades Hall, Grotestroet, on Monday
moraing. Tho president (Mr. M. ML
Maughan) reported on what had been done
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THE EDUCATION OF PUPIL
b - TEACHERS.

The Right Hon. 8. J. Way, in his capa-
city of Chancellor of the University, seized
the opportunity afforded him on Monday
marnitg when opening the annual Teachiens
Conferenco of delivering - trenchant. obser-
vations upon the need of greater facilitios
for the education of the pupil teachers of
the Stite Schools.  With - characteristic
foresight ho had chosen a topic which was
peculiarly interesting to the gathering, and
although he detained the moecting for over
an Nour while, with all the skill of & learned
advoente; he plealed for the adoption of o
Kl tion ¢manating from the University
Council he frequently moved the audience
to Joud applause.  Throughout he had their
elose attention, and anparently carned their
pvident approval of the proposition.  About
fifteen monthis ago, acting upon tho sugges.
tion of ‘1'rofessor Mitchell, tho Universty
Council proposed 1o the Government that
thuy shouald take control of the Trainiog
(College.  Reverting to  this subject His
Honor dwelt strongly upon the need of |
extea education for State School teachers,
He praised the work which had been dane
in the State Schools, and then, taking ax
hir. text the phrso of the late Robert
Lowe, "We must next now attend to the
education of our masters,” pointed out. that
the high standard which had been attained
by elementary echool teachers was not by
reason of the merita of the training system
but was owing to the industry of the stu-
dents and their enthusiasm for personal ad-
vaneemenl.  What was lacking was not
amality: the want was the larrer quantity
of it.  The rosition was due to the stern
exireneies of finance,  As Goethe pail—

a teacher who kEnows po more than the
schelars have to learn.” e went Lo other
lands to illustrate the sducational attain-
menls of elementary school teachers, pnd
then slrongly condemned the consslidation
of the two offices—Instrnetor of Thunil
Teachers and Principal af the Troining Col.
lege—which had resulted in the students of
the Training College being vlaced on hinlf-
time, and instead of having instruction five
honr a day for six months receiving only
three hours o day. In great contrnst to
this wag the praction in England, where
stitdents underwent threo years' training
at the College, and  then  after pasging
another examination had the option of
another vear's course or twelve months’
residenee 1in Franee or Germany to rtudy.
The great sueecess of the University Exton-
sionn in Fngland war an object-lesson for
them. and lie elabomted the proposition of
the University, which was to take over the
Training College and undertake the respon-
sibility of the training of candidates for
teacherships in the public schools free of

I all eost to the publie revenue, Going into

figures he mentioned that the Training Col-

|lege at present cost £540 a year, besides

the cont of dmwing masters and  tenching
outside subjects and the maintenance  of

made the condition that the period of study
should be extended from a nominal one
year to two, and he pointed out that the
maintenance for the extra year would
amount only to between £200 and  £400,
against the £50 which would be saved.
The Minmster of Fducation later on  re-
marked that he hoped shortly to ask repre-
merntatives of the Univemity to meet him-
salf, and probably the Treasurer, with some
Inspectors to discuss the question, and see
if they ecould amive at o decimion  which
would be satisfactory to the Government,
the people, and the University. -
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PUBLIC TEACHERS UNION.
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only by making some merifice of
venience that they could meek in
ney.  There muldyhu no question us to th
ﬂltm:j nll;tl ltu.llll g n?f ru&il MITinEe ¢
‘U i wnille nilu upon
Iﬁmmhh and  their *umrE hﬁhﬂ .
Posedd to make a briefl statement of
principal matters that had been dealt with
wince vhe last Conference, ing the
Lwelva months the Executive Iﬂm
had closely watched the plmm- events,
mnlhh;;-l “Mul:llmi“tﬂl Lo T;':I ﬂ:ﬂ:ﬂm
i hid soemed necessary, & Lice
had met every month and had dealt with &
Jarge number of questions wu -
them by Associations, They had been met |
in a most Kindly spirit by the Board of
Insprectors and by the Minister of Educa
tion, and they desired to express '
thanka to those gentlemen for their cone
videration, (Applause.) The resolutions
passed at the lust Congress were forwarded
Lo the Board of Inspoctors, and their re
plies would he readl to thent | While
rearetted that many of them weee unfavours
able, they felt sure that the Boand desired
to moeet their wishes as fir o8 was possible,
und that they were actuated, as they were
themselves, by a sincere desire Lo do every-
thing for the benefit of the whole service,
CApplavse.) Tho committée had been un-
oble to deal with several matters referred
to therm by list  Copgres  from
luck  of sullicient  definite  information,
The executive had collected a mass of in-
formation with regard to the rent of and
pepair Lo teachers' howses, and they hoped
woont Lo tale further htl‘.'{?l m the matter.
On the resignation: of Me, Assistant In-
h,]*-- Lor Gamble o letier wask wrilten Lo the
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Mintster of Fdueation urging the appoint-
ment of a full Inspector, and again in Juoe
last o sevond lefter was sont n'-u-]n-:"t.{ulh‘
protesting againsy the appointment of an
Arsistunt Inspector,  These leltern they
beliovesd o express the wviews of the
teachers, and they proposed to ask them
at o later stage of the Congress for an ex-
pression of opinion on thdr action, On
the appointment of Dr. Cockburm  as
Agent-General  the cammittees walted on
hitn and vresented n letter of congratula.
tion in the name of the Union. (Applagse. )
Lhex a'so, in the name of the Union, ad-
dresesdl o Jetter of congratulation to Sir
lanpgdin Itonython on the occasion of his
Ktiughthoad by Her Majesty,  [(Applause.)
Fliey could not put recognise that they
oweill n debt of gratitude to Sir Langdon
o the deep intercst he had constantly
tawen in the work of education, and th
Kindnesa anid congdderation he had shown
to teachers, both individuallv and as a
bedy.  (Applause,) Last vear he referred
to the establishment of the Federal Coun-
il l?'lil]'u" Iublie Service. This body had
11t .”“’“""”F duning the vear. and had
constdersd st great length thie Publie Ser-
viee 1l which the Government had in
view, They had made a number of recom-
mendations to the Chief Seeretary, and
they eaxpected that the results would be
beneficial to the whole serviee. Their re-
presentatives had ecarcfully watched the ine
tervsts of the inembers of the education
perviee, Much time and trouble had been
spent over the formation of & plan for the
}}'-ulllu',ith'm of a tweachers” paper. They
il made, subject to approval, what they
nelievid to be the bet arrmngement
||!‘["-1t'|:|l'. possible, The whole uatter would
w fully laid before them at a later stage,
pid he asked their most careiul considern-
tion of the guestion. Anotlicr matter of
i'r11¥nrt;|t11-1.- was the securing of a s01t 0
clubroom, at which teachers could meot,
and which should be at the sume time a
rendezvous wnd resting-place for ecountry
teachers when  visiting  the city.  (Ap-
I-i.ll‘ﬂhn] Tho committee had also brought
refore Lhe Hoard of Inspectors the question
of the issue- of certificites to teachors,
supgdy of apparatus 1o schools, the issue
cf n new copy-book for Cluss Y., a plan for
the benetit of teachers who wishsd 1o
study agronomy during the helidays, and
the reading preseribed for Class (L. It
bud  been  puggested that bhranch  Con-
grosses might be held i vanoua country
crntres, and & must be agreed that these
would be productive of great benefit, At
the General Conlference there was wo much
business to be dealt with that it was hardly
prossible  ecither to  give pulliclent time
tor  dircussion or to deal at  all
with  many matlers  of  considerable
iiterest and importance, The Easter and
the midwinter  holidays afforded opportus
nitica for such meetings, and they might
lhll'-!rm that next vear would see thor estab-
lehment. (A -p‘luuu-.:l Mr. Whillas, Mr,
Harry, and the Presdent, who were the
delegates at the Meélbourno Congress last
Faster, were reeeived with the sreatest cor
Linhity, and wero mostly kindly entertained.,
They now welcomed with much  pleasure
Mewsrs, Lewis and Rennick, and Mr, Potter]
(the editor of the “Australasian Schools
master”l, who represented Vietorip th
that day. and their pleasure was ine
by the fact that M. Potler accompanied |
her husband., (Applanse.) 1t was much
regrotted that dunng the past year it had
only been possible for members of the
pxccative to vimit Associations once  of
twice. They would like to be able to
muech more in this direction, but it ﬂmﬁ
hardly possible.  Should Branch Congressed
bo held, it was probable that some membel
iy b 8 it e R
mmin at the second anni
rl\;'nf 'ﬂ death of their late revers
had just pamesd. Their hearts W
il7of sympathy with the ludy avho
i tlrl pm et b M, : ,‘F_.l




