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_Sir—At the dinuer of the Adalaida
Tonohors' Amociation in honour of Sir Lang:
don Bonythoa I took somewhat unseasonable
advantage of the presence of 8o many men'in
authority to meation two mattérs, ono of
which I think highly desirable and the otler
of fundamental importance in s national
syatem of wdueation. I was unable then to
prosent them very fully, and you quote a
romark in connection with the second and
more i{mportant, which must seom ecither
alarming oc impertiaent when read withont a
context, I commended both matters to the
Toeachora' Association beaauso one issuspicions
of reforms in education which do not como
fromy those who kunow best, and because in
South . Australia the teachers aro entiroly
fortunate in those who control tham, an
who indeed may almost be haid to reprosent
them. Bub at prosont they are also mattors
of public talk and intereet, aud with your
pormisaion I shall ﬁuhcu thom as briofly as

sible before such of your readera as caro
or thesa things.

1. Tho firas concerns the futuro of tho
pupils who loava the Stato schools to make
their living, but it has no special concern with
any question of their further education, That
ia doubtleas important, for—to quote Mr.
Batchelor—it is only during their tecns that
thuy ean got tho special skill and knowledgo
which are to make them for life. ~ But what I
urged as a propaer affair of education is morely
tho keoping & l't‘fil'h?l!‘ of th:Jmmlu after thoy
leave school. montionsd ninetesn as an
wloal age for the record to reach, but
considarably less would serve. The wusca
of such a rogister, made up and summarized
onco a yoar, aro too obvious to mention.
They may ba partly E{luh‘ﬂl by the cagernoss
with which it would be received by any oue
with an intereat in cconomie and social con-
ditions. I question if any statistical table
would have more signjficance, and none conld
point more dofinitely to propor measures of
rolief. DBut I urge it capecially as giving not
merely the best but the only. ultimato test ol
tha etficionov of our edacational systom, and
for every reason the teachers aro best able to
koep tho register, with, of course, what asais-
tance and loisure they require. If it waro
once instituted T am suro thay would regard
the duoty as appropriate, and perhapa have
from it moro than from a high percentage of

that abiding nspiration for thoir
work, which is no less difticult than
absolutely necessary. Such words have
doubtlosa a sugzgoestion of inmaincerity, and of
ditficulties conevaled ; bat the dithicultios, like
the expense, would not ampdnt to much, and

I presume thore is nu_,innvitnblﬂ sentiment
against such a record being kept, Still 1 fool
that 1 am urging & now and thercfore unac-
ceptable idea, and’ not, a combatant in
‘the ranks either of-elucaulnal or of m{;m.l
reformers I have no desire te say mare. LThe
idea is really neither new/mor untried. On
the contrarv—and I hopo this will help to
rescuo it from the limbo of fals—the thing s
done in at least many of the German pro-
vincos, and the figures show-bevond dispute
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that tho number of loaférs ana unattached or

‘unskilled laboarers is least where education 18
best., Figurea aro hArdly needed to prove
that, perhapa; but they aro a comfort, and in
‘other respecta they may lead tomuch.
9, Butit is another question that L chiofly
mak your space—ono which, like the lnat, 1s
sugzected by the P:r]j.m:ﬁur discussion on
| edueation, and mora particularly by tho con-
| atant eowmparison of Gorman and Scotch oduca:
tion with our own, The comparison is of use,
not hecausa edueation is’eartsinly botter in
Gormany sod Scotland than slsewhere, for it
would Lo easy to find ¥till hotler in many re-
spects, but because fwsdth gountries it has
beon so long what it in now, and s thus quite
bayond the region of experimont and the
‘enthusiasm of novelty. And the comparison
is, above all, of us beeauss, tho system of
‘schoal edueation in Germany is quita different
{rom that in Seotland in every important
reapect but one. That one is not the charge
upon publie funds; 4and, il it concerns coat
at all, has reloreuge to its distribution, and
not to tha total amaunt, which is not greater
in oither country than elsewhers. The one
thing in which they £gres, the one thtm which
has so loog ':Ihxli{]nuhui their schools, and
tha one which, so far as school education is o
[actur, has made their la respected, and
has in ons way reali
tunitios praise ia in every mouth,
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| that ideal of equsl

u or wonderful than the
~their teachers. It would be
“state the educational advantages
yunipyed by toachers

e in nearly every
the pupll-tescher

of

woll oducated thoy will soon find means

ol

thoy like o
courago them to go on, %0 in
land long bolora thoy were paid to do it, and
the recent endowment of secondary depart-
monta in tho common schools thore was a
spontancous acknowledgment b
ment of work that was already
noxt to nothing.
long that [ shall not even draw the practical
sonclasion, for though obvious in & goneral
way it would require me to onter on matters of
1atail which havo no genoral intereat.

Univeraity, August G,

‘hast  both
struction. Nowhere, I think, s
ocxcellent work produced st the cost. And 1
know that the teachers, by their own sfforts,
have gons vory {ar boyond
was roquired of them. Indeed, I should be
willing to admit that thi
they are, il it (s nos foun _ !
aro almoat if pot altogether unsnimous in
favour of being given s harder and higher
education without n.u{‘ view Lo compensation
*in the shape of hig

poorest posible policy to starve the education
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the education that

are vory woll as
that the teachers

or salaries, It is the

toachiors, for any reason. Il they are

tonching  advanced  papils  what
teash, and will en-

It was 8o in Socot-

the Govern-
ing done for
But this lotter isalready so

1 am, Sir, &e.,
W. MITCHELL.
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The sixth orchestral concert will bo given by
tho Conservatorium orchestra injthe Town Hall
iext Saturday night. A very line programmo
15 annouyecd, including  Hessiger's celobrated
overture “*The mountain wmll"” ** Andante
con moto” from symphony opy 21 (Besthoven),
a selection Mrom Mendelssohn's **Soogs with-
out words,” Schubert’s unfinished **Symphony
in B minor,” a new pizzicato for stnngs only,
Till's charming seronade for French hoens, the
intormozzo from  the ** Mountebanks,” aud
Bizot's grand march **Carmen,” :
Lohrmnann and Mr. Swann “will each contns
Lute two vocal numbers, and Mr, T, 1. Jones,
Mus DPae, will bo tho accompaniat {or the
evening.
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“THE NORMANS IN EUROPE."

On Friday evening. at the Adelaide Univer

sity, Mr. E. G. Blackmore commenced a soriea

ol lectures on *'Tho
‘beloro a )
spolke ehictl

Normans in Europs™
aodience. Tho lecturer, who
of tho ¢lfect of tho Norman elo

ment in Engiish life, said it ‘was within

tho bounds of accuracy to may

that tho

Norman period mlli:dlmnn in Eogland with

thn accossion of

ward  the Confeasor,

Ho regarded the study of that period

na most (ascinating. The

Nortman congnoss

had not crushied the old Xnglish epirity bot ia
h:-.l :‘Tlhﬂ strongthened it.  The conquest of
England by an invading foree had not mado

the inhabitania fervign in t

hale wodes of iy,

but had mado theinvaders thoroughly Engliah,
Usually it waa taugliv_that Eoglish history

E‘h however, was & mistak
Toe \ba peopiés

dor -
tribos, B0

a1 with. tho invasion of Julius Coasar.
o wn n. miistake. ‘The real
with the Norwan invasion. The
the Rowasa in Fogland waa
al; it was not awork done on or
_‘.I_"hnrniilnn_uni_ﬂn; ol tha
‘government  was tanght  Lhe
Iation, and tho entire mflusnce
e land an casior conquust to

vidurs of a later date, Tho
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lawyers in '
in musival allairs® Un
eal profession, like the Christ

srobably every prowi
Imvt L1 H*Tud ];g Lbuml

as nocossarily antagonistic to the

Ltorium.
loyal to the cause of music

of .Tdunc
tinued existence to the
the publie paid for

position than the o
proféssion, who have sustained their

money derived merely §
tion of the work 3 from. Hie

with a mesh
little fieh as well ax the big,
the standard the more the entri

than has beer occupied by the tesehers

canses:—(1)
siam was out of proport’on to our

would amount to nearly a million du,
This in itself ereated a diff l"!

suggestion made by g A
ciced on by the University authorities was
to found an institution on the sume lines

the Koyal Academy or Royal College of

Music., If Adelaide is to be made, as was

Misa Ethel:

rather vaingloriously semtod, 1
centre of Australia, it will be e i
quality, not for quantity, in connecton
with the University scheme. (3) Not
were the opinions and
=al profeswon in Adelaide as A
whele, but so far as is known not a single
promirent membor of the profession was
sonkilted.  Fancy spending £X00 on
theciogy, law, medicine, science, literaturn,
or panting without a word to or from
thote already in .the field loeally! The
Caonservatoire, like a philosopher, must
pass through its babyhood, and this memo-
rinl. it it r:!pudiumd now, will have jta
effeet neverthelesa, for the mill of expen-
ence grinds slowly but surely, '
i is tine frendship that reminds us of onr
sherienminga. ¢ LUniversity Professor

hus more than once made the statement|

that the hetter class of teachers woald not
lr:;ﬂvr.hwhcn‘ ]:,lg Iiﬁ:k consideration woald
ave shown t were proci thoss
'E:Im u'u.,.um‘ be mnlll-!{i Zd o
onservaloine  were organ on .
Guilohall plan. The hint that the I'nl'mu:-
rial onginated on account of the privats
interests of ﬂ;ﬁﬁ Eignatores hlﬁinn ':ftﬁiﬁ
i= an nawarthy saggestion. ave
the profesconal members of the
tcrivi staff, from
theie own “private intervsta™ Or do thes
worl: gratuitously for the love of their art
alone® Let him who is not actuated
“private interest” cast the first stone. In
lmtmmmmum“uwtmm
mvent., e

Z5%

itely the musi.
in aicted with “avhappy divisiona o

- mrmll-e;'ntnuﬁ
: : Mt document in qoes-
hﬂn,lnwhjﬂh“‘hﬂinm ,
phrite “ceriain members” could 2ok R

 used as & shield. The mem ©
musical profession should :-ul: hrmt:

The troubly appears to be dus to th

) The late Sir Thamas Eé:-ll
uwae a princely @it to music—in fact, the
ten A proportional siin left to don

the Director and de

as the Guildhall School of Muse, not like

by aiming for

advice of the mum-

the Director downward, |

5

They are in their own sphere as

tion or even a Chair of Hlﬂi:.‘ ‘ﬂm

has very largely owed its con-
fees derived from
in

one way it has cocopied a les mmt-nrwu
wry members of the

i

tions on their merita cither as teachers o
practical exponents of their art—not :
examins:
! of other people, and tha
with a hizy standard, too muﬂh like a m:
small enough to capture the
¢ eamer |
more the entries, the larger the E’m& ;
This représents & poaltion more eadignitied

-
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kely to suffer if the .

I am, Sir
ED\V
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