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Lhe ium.  They are in their own
Boee 2a loyal to the canse of muaio as an in-
italion or oven » chalr of muie, It s an
knowledied fact that the chair of music baa
 Iaspoly owad ita vontinued exiateace to the
dunved [rom the pablio paid for examina.
Hosk 'Thas io ooe way it bas occupied & loes
| mecitorious position than the ordinary maum.
m of the prolession, who have susiained
their positiona on  their merita  eilber
a8 teachers or practical exponenta of thelr
art, mwot on money derived merely ‘from
the examination of the work of other peo
and thay with a hazy standand—too much like
& nat with & meah amall esough o eapture the
Httda Bah as woll sa the big.  The easicr tho
ndasd the more the entries, the more the
itpios the Iarger tho income.  This reprosenta

et octupled by tho teachers

trouble appears to bo due to three
firat, the lato Sir Thomas Elder
a gprincely gt to music—in
tha sum was out of proportion

T

sam laft to London would amount to nearly n
I million pounds, Thia in itself created a dilli-
oalty. Second. Tho spggostion made by the
{director and decided on by the University
anthorities waa to found an institution on thoe
f-'lpﬂ lines na the Guildhall School of Muaie,
pot like the Royal Academy or Royal Collego
ol Music. If Adelaideo was (o be wade, as
waa rather waingloriomly muggested, the
muaical ocentre of . Auatralia it will be by
Aiming for quality wather than for
guantity  in connection with tho Umiver-
wity  schome. Third. Not only waww the
opinions acd advice of tho musical prolession
in Adelnide fmored as » whole, but 50 far as
da known not s sangle prominent member of |

n more undignified and dangorous than |

o our ﬁ;}puh:inn. A gropoctionate |
O

ihe crsion waa consulted. Fanoy xpend-
g (00 on theology, Iaw, medicine, scicnto, :
literstare, or painting without o word to or |
(romm thos already in tho Geld locally. .

Tho Conmsrvatorium, 'ke a philosopher, |
must pasy throogh 1 oabyvh = and this
mam.rial, if it be repudiated now, will have
ita olfect pevertheless, for the mill of expe-
nooeo grinds alowiy but aurely.  Somotimes
id s truo fricodabip thal remminda us of our
shorteomipga.  The University profeasor
has mooeo than oney miade the statement that
tho botidr clasa of teachen wuuld oot sufler,
when a little consideration would hava ahown
that thoy were wsely those who would be
most likely to muller if the Ceniervaiorium
‘weers orpanised on tho Guildhall plan. Tha
hint that tho memorial oriminatadd on ascount
of tha **private interests” of the sigunatories
Baviag sulfered i an upworthy supgestion,
Havn nod all the professional mombem of the
Cossarvatonum atall, feom the direcior down-
warda, thair ova “privale intenvats,” or do
they work pratuitousy fur the Jove of their!
artalone? Lot him who is not actuated by
“privale intoresy” cast the lirst stone.  Inpny |
oase a0 inaiooalion 1A noY an arpument—
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Mrendy been  insisted upon in

. | CONSERVATORIUM.
| A memorial lnx bean nigned by leading

nbess of the musical profession ir

South Australia and prosented to the

. W’ Cauncil as a protest AgRinst
} Im which thoy believe tn'
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promotion of the higher education, and
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{0 Professor Tves—indeed, while
Rowniing hin ability and his zeal

are bound o restate tho faet)
 University exista for the

whidh ey propose to siudy,
ale in abwolute, and s racidly
. Bavh sarned an anenvishle aputs-
Ao granting of cheap degrees if

 dipiomas.  What Frooght
wpon w0 many Universities
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:'tuduﬁu of the University of Adelxide

in the sclence and practice of musle,
and would not take tho higher courses at
all, _ |
The immonse commereial advanptago
possessed by a University which con-
descends to put itself into direct compe-
‘tition with the intermediary teschers of
any subject is apparent at a glaneo; but
the elfect is only temporary, I the
 public found that sorne porsona who styled
‘themselves University students wore
littlo more than beginners the final
vesult would not so uch bo to en-
'hanco tho estimation in which the pupil
' was held as to lower tho status of the
inatitution which did not confino itself to
its legitimate wmission, Wo do not wish
to strain the argument in any way, but
there seoma to us to be littlo force in
Professor  Ives's suggoestion that the
teaching of pupils of advanced years pre-
sents apecial diteultion to the Conserva- |
torium. No pupil need bo of advanced
years under the conditions which wo have
advoeated.  Then his reference to thoe
urgent need for correcting ** bad habits”
in technique woukd lead to the inference
that when any other Univerdity exsminer
inds serious mistakes in the practico =i
candidates he is bound to start an
elomentary school in order to countoract
thom.  Un tho eontrary, he should systo-
mntically *‘pluck” the erring candidates,
and point out the mistakes thoy had
made. The Senior Public Examination
has beon constituted the entrance
qualification for those who desire to
study for degrees in  arts, science,
medicine, or law., For some years past
the practice has  been  to  admit
what are ealled non-mutriculated students
to cortain courses of lectures, but any one
who imagines that such a system ostab.

|

st vadnrd of a University school is reason- !
ing on an entively false analogy. The
fundamental understanding in connection
with the adwission of non-matrieulated
students is that no moditication shall
be made in the standard or range of
the lectures on account of their presence,
{)n onv or two oceasions whon thoro was
even thoe alightest danger of this happen.
tng the University authorities very pro-
perly insisted thoat the claims of thoso

lishes a  precedent for lowoenng thui

who had passed the Senior Kxamination

bo pavamount. If boys and girls |
having only an eclomentary koow- |
lodge of somu particular subject have
sought entrance to = class primariy |
intended for graduating students thoy |
have beon shown that the University |
oxists for tho purpose of tho higher
oducation, and that no lowering of tho
standard to suoit  unpropared capa-
citios will bo permitted. Such a rule,
indoed, is easential in tho interests
of non-matriculatod students thomsolves,
because they cin learn the rudiments
elsewhere.

The authorities of the Universitices
admitting such students always ex-
pressly stipulsto that they shall not
bo allowed to aottend any course
of loctures unless they can  prove
that thoy have attained a suficiont dogrea
of proficioncy in the subject to enable
them to profit by tho lecturea designed
for graduating students.  In short, every
University which desiros to securo a satis.
fnetory wstatus must plainly and un-

and weore studying for dogrees must |

doniably show that the aim and ROOPO
of its work in cach departmont relate |
to tho higher education. We hopoe that !
no idea of making the Conservatorium
pay its own way has influonced the !
inauguration of the wystemi  undor
considorwtion. Nothing could bo fup-’
ther from tho motives which have
always actuated the public - apirited |
founders of institutions designed  for
pramoting the highest edueation, Tha
vory reasons for the endowment of 5
Univorsity Chair are (1) ghat the im.
parting of ecortain high-clas acltieation
has boen desirable, and (2) that it would
not pay a leacher or professor yp.
asdstod to devote himsolf to wuch §
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struction as that contemplated, lﬂdu:i

e Thomas Elder in givin the
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motlon of mathomatical  study wa
intended ontirely to encoursge the
cultivation of « highor grade fhan
any which had already been lmf;ﬂlﬂ-
in tho colony, ecan it ba sup-
powedd that when the aamne ﬂﬂhﬂfH'
queathed an  exactly llmil:lrdlmo!lﬂl
expreasly for the endowmont of & Chair of
Music hin purpose was to provide
cheap elomontary mnsic lessons ss waell
as high-class instroction ! 1 L0
Crities may object that, in placing
thomatter beforo the University authori-
ties pud the public, Adelaide teachers of
music aro actuated partly by interested
motives, No doubt they are; and yet|
‘they havae & perfect right to make their:
protest on the asaumnption that the evi-
‘deneo to which they sllude cannot be gain-
isaid. In view of tho Elder Bequest)
many music teacherns have  been
locking forward to sttemding classes
lof real Univorsity standard in order
to puerfoct thomselves in the acience and
art of their profession, and thus Leller
fit themselves for training their pupils
Such mon and wouen would be bitterly
disappointed if they found that the
plsin intontions of the testator had been
iporverted, and that—in place of an m-
Istitution at which they might gain m-
‘struction, to be afterwards profitably
used — they were face to face
with a formidable ondowed rival in
clomentary music-teaching. The com-
plaint with roforence to the slight
educational value of the popular concerts
given under the auspices of the Conseryas
torium has already been made in *“Tho|
Registor.'" The last programme, hpwaover,
showed s noticeablo improvement, and
there is probably good ground for sup-
posing that s high standard will gradually
bo nttnined. The main request of the}
memorial is that, in the musical as In
other departmonts, an entrance exAmina-
tion of truo University standard should
be established; and the arguments in
favour of such a course are very stroog
There anre many reasons, affecting the
status of the University, why an analogy
with the arts course should be mam-|
tained. If it bo a fact that there has not
been any sot intention to admit pupils at
a eomparatively elementary stage of their
studies, and that any authenticated
instances to tho contrary are merely the
result of a little confusion which can
seatcoly be avoided at the inception of &
inuw institution, then there need be no
| real ground of contention on the mattes.
Lot a definito entrance test bo tixed—
]it should be from the very beginning, at
least the passing of tho Junior in both
'theory and practice ; but the tubltim!hﬂn
‘of the Senior in the near future should
'bo aimed at, 8o as to bring the Musme
' School into line with other departmeanis
of the University.




