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i filth lecture in .
chanies' Institute last night, taking iu:
hin aubject “‘Alfred Lord Tennyson.
This formed part ol _

‘with the poets of the nineteanth cen-
‘tury. Mr. J. Lougmore presided over
'-l'-]irgn pathering.
 Professor Henderson
-"I:ihl- assumption that Tenuyson was the

od of a combination of

1 his yielding, he always rugretted  the

| strength, aud was an
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the sories doaling
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artist of the ninoteenth century—1thw
artist in the poetic realm. Ho was,
he said, born in 1800, at sSomorsly, on
the Lincolpshire Wolds. His father wos
a clorgyman, Those who hnd _poen
his portrait, as painted by, Watts,
must bare noticed a dreamy look in h.h
eves.  Hut thore was also strength in |
his general beaning. He was [ossoss- |
geutleness and |
oxample of &

gimple-hearted man.  Ho disliked os-
1 proved Ly his hesi- |
tahcy to apcopt a peeragy. hat e |

did accept thie j;m:msr Was r.l_uu 1".1 l:lug-
advico \tltl'i Mr. Gladstone, bnt in spite ol

||

loss of his awn simple name, | He ack-
nowledged that he was sensitive, and on |
ane oceasion remarked, I am black- |
blooded, like all the Tennysons. 1 re-
member all the malignant things said
inst me, but little ol the praise.

| He was human, withal, No man appre-

‘piuted a friend better than Tennyson |
E‘iﬂ. Ho eagrely sought the company ol |
“his friends, and delighted to ehat with |
Lthetn while soking his pipe.  Holox

‘n joko, and was fond of hard work. Dut

| his most striking characteristic was s

1 idealism.

! &d an ovideneo of 0 man who wak trying

That would
in all his poems. They all show-

alwavs to lift himself nbove himselt. In
tho “'Holv Grail'" thoy had the strugglo

was “Morlin and the Gleam.””

for thoe ideal, but best of all instances |

Lo founa H*r

Professor Honderson proved intorest-

iﬂ"’ . "

tuiins: Tennyson for his guide. The
pout, he zaid, alwaye avoided loosencss
on the one hand and pedantry on the
other., He wag abways  sernpulously
earoiul in his choice of phrases, but
his tasts was so cxquisite that there
could hardly be found in hix works the
single misuso of a word, It was said
that
but the alliteration of Tennyson was

the old English poets. They not only

very meaning and music of his  verse,
They bud an instance of it in  “‘The
Brook''—*‘1 babble withh my poebble.”
Conld they not hear the gurgling of thoe
stream in thoae words?  Then in
“Encch Arden’ there were the deserip-
tive words, ““The league long rollor,
thundering on the oot
tive thoso words were! Tennyvson very
rarcly degraded his lines to  obtain
rthyme. There was vory little atrain in

i endeavour to attain rhythm, It
secmed to come natural to him., He
Was posscased of the very soul of
l:t_u-tr}'—?n ing and mavenient. He know

15 art, mdecd, Desides heing the poe-
tie artist of the mnineteenth century,
ho wax also to be regarded as the poot

|

of religion, *‘In Meworianm' {brnrﬁl
this.  His mind, like that of Words-
worth, was intensely spiritual. Dy

dwalling
Llay to sleep the emations of the huum-
L an bady, and tnrn all that was material
into the spiritnal,  He wonld become n
transeonidental wonder, associnted with

a {'l‘!l.lﬁ.‘h. Tennysan wonld

i the =pirit of God." He was intensely
sprstual, and in the last resort he ree

sardod this world as apiritual.  They
| 1oMnd it expressad in “']n Momoriam.”
1 Teanyson had stated that eversthing in
It enckeorning religion was sivcerely  be.
Neved in by him, :
that troubled Tennvson's
thase that troubled Chaucar.,
weation of the future life, Heo
el to heliof in the éxistence of &
faturo life, He belioved that man was
Bl born to be left in the dust, if anly
P the yeasnn that Lo was created by

mind were

ont the subject of pootiec etymology, |

ho was rather fond of alliteration, |

something very different from_ that of

ot the similar sounding  words in
ennyson's poems, but they got tho |
signilicance of sound, indicating tho |

How descrip- !

upan his own name he conld |

y Wore ne mtllq:md
' wire, f‘ 1 L' .
4 lﬂ mea mlpr' whie mnﬂm m:'q]
[:i attained.  Omoone oecasion Lo said
to n voung man, "I s

'llni%ill'ﬂ' that the Almighty will

imposgible  to
ngk you |
whoen vou come befare him il the pext |
lifo what yonr particular form of oroed |
was, but the gquestion will rather be,
‘have yon boen true 1o yournall, and
given in My Nume tho oup ol colid
woater 1o these little onest “Your
creed may  not be porfect,’” Tennyson
would say, “'but you may be pure wnd |
sorve vour fellows,'' 1 was tolerant |
with doubiters in  the future life, as |
was pxemplified when he  wrote thie
words, "*There lives more faith in hopest |
doabt, believe me, thap in halt tha
oroedds.!' He did not  express hiw
views on religion with the same  em-
phasis ax Browning,  Where ho  fal-
tored, Rrowning wag determined, Both
worn Christian idealists, but the one
was fnr more stronuous than the nther.
Tennyson was possessed of & tondency
towards melancholy ;. Browning was a
triumphant optimist. Tennyaon Was
s Christian idealist: Drowning was a
Cliristinn idealist, but Browning was
the more strojuons idealist, )
Professor Henderson will lecturo in
the Town Hall upon Browning to-mor- |
row night. I
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Ho aiso discvssed the subjoct of
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Professor Henderson, who last might
delivered the middle number of lus
woecond  serica of university extonsion
locturces, ean hardly go back to South

Australia  wholly disappointed,  He
must, at loart, feel gratified, f by
nothing else, by the mere numbers

which, ofton  despite strong counter-at-
tractions and inclement weather, his dis-
courses have attrietod, It conld scarcely
have been expected that a young com-
munity, busyving itsell 8o stronuously
lin matenal affairs, as ours neccssanly
s, would display quite so much inter-
est in the purely literary  matters
which have been largely the subjects of
the lecturor's attention, To what extont
this interest has been genuine, and to
what extent feigned or fietitions, it is
ol course, not casy to determine. 14
‘A chastening, howover, to remembor
that appearances in thest mattors are
somotimes decoptive—that things aro
not always what they seem. Fashion,
a mere vogue, with little or no intel-
lectual appotite as its busis, is some
bimes the factor that decideg the guce
news of fortune of a lecturing tour, just
ns 1t alten CIGUTTS t]m ﬂ_u.!t“'u: PopU-
larity of a new book.  Still,  all the
peod that has been sown cannot have
!'all_rn on stony ground. Much af it
it s fair to asume, bas found fortile
lodgment, and may be caleulated to
bring lorth gool fruir.  Viscount
ﬂq:lm-lu-n, epraking  mome  yoars ago,
waid thero were threo motives which
might indueo peaplo to seuk the highor
odneation. Firet. to obtain groatoer
knowledge  for bread-winning purs
poscs ;. secondly, the improvemont of
ono'a knowledge of political economy
and history and facly bearing upon the
notual political work and lifo of the
duy: and, thirdly, there was the de-

sire  of knowlodes as a luxury  to
brighten life and kindle thought, The
idea  here  oxprosod iy admiralile,

'I'hnu: Are precisely the motives which
a university, such os many of us hope
to OO estahlished  in Westorn Aus-
tealia, should bo demigned to quicken.
We do vot went a lopsidled seat of
In:rn!m:,L To eall such an institution
poumversity wonld he a contradietion
ﬂr. torms. [ spocial gt reses hes boen
laid in these columna on the impork.
anoe of saentific education, it has
been becanse wo live in an AP0 YoOry
d_ﬂl‘crrnt from those in which the an.
etnt srala of learming in the old world
were founded—beesuso woionee to-day
Iul:lch{'n the lile of the reople &t overy
point, and governs sll, or nearly all,
Ilfn:r oocupalions, It lins wot been
with any idea of belittling or. in the
lemat, ignoring  the importamt prela-
thnnh-p which exisis, and muat always
exist, betwoen lfe and literature, pro-
perly lﬂ'ﬁl"l"d_ Mr., John Morley has
finoly waid: “After all, the thing that
maf Lirs most, both for happinea and
fr_n.r dnty, is that we should #riva ha-
bitwally to live with wise thoughts end
right feelings: and litoratora Tt o

more than ather studios to this blasssed
mgptnhn-rltin.f' o

| C«M N %?Z?@
i lazak ¢ yralia 1"{/3”“‘5 K9G Y\

| Pmem are solectod. is a registry which

Af P ff‘;‘,ﬁ

duﬁ#'%m?- nelide
bis “The Poots of the N

'1ur:t'r;i 1"*‘#; will an
anvthing of the poetey
envil ab his elioion of  Wordéwort

Tennyson, and Beown(ng, W._: nl-'ﬂlul'::'
trative trio.  Rich as was the Vie
loria era in great litérary pemenal-
tiew, thoso three, though their nr:!-u;
ol QI N noe may ﬂﬂt (™ tlll:il'll'rllll
9[rﬁ11 npon, are by common tm'l-nn{
s wants, The list rrom which their

carmtrasts finely with th

. .
seveval  Tormer  porsods, ’?: r:r“::t
paactd  only Ly the goldan age o
Elizaboth, — with  which,  indeed
It w  sometimes, and  pot ih'
u1ln1rmpriuml;-. o parod, But
Wordsworth,  Teanysan, Browning,

ﬂltrlll the numerous company ol tsster
singers who wero their CON LT PO rariek
have gone, leaving, it is (nared. no
CONEPICUOUN  SIiEOORROTS. Swinhuyrne,
a]uuu of tha  sveeesslnl pocts of the
Victoria period, «til] lugs on the -;n_gp_
In the place of that galaxy ul poetie
genmiuses  which inelinded,  beosides the
chosen three, such names a3y Sauthoy,,
Byron, Keuts, Shelley, Camplell, Moore
and * Matthew Arnold. we hava nur
Alfred Austins, our Heory Dobsons,
and our Rudyard Kiplings, poeta cer-
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tainly, but who, by comparison with
their predecessors, are as rushlights to
tho sun. It would be ioteresting to

inquire to what this degeneracy is dune.

Must it e ayynbuted to the
methods of the  poets them-
solves, to the failure of wital-

ity and freshness in that section of soc-
ety to which they belong, or to a dry-
ing up of the sonrces of ideal hife in the

uation &t large ? Though  to
the last mentioned cause prob-
ably  most inquirers wonld aseribe
the too obvions falling off, since t

the life of a people is ususlly reflected |

in its poots, the apparent interest ex-
citedd by Professor Henderson's lectures
on Wordsworth and Tennyson, if it is
typical of the nation at large, would
hardly seem 1o justify such &  con-
clusion.

Neither Wordsworth nor Browuing,
whatover miy be satd of Tennyson, is
or has ever been what can be callod a
popular poet. Indeed all three appeal
in the main to a highly seleet intellece
tual andience. To  their apprecintion
there must come not only the hearnng

| eur, but the nnderstanding heart.  All
three nre doubtless  heirs to a clasae
reign,  Their names are alréady can-
onized i the world's breviary as among
the best and moblost of Mt Others of
their period have  been more widely
read, hut these three, jn being destined
to be longer read, will axercise a greator
influence on the minds of men. I
their real avdience iz small and eirs
cumseribed, it s composed of those
through whom their  teaching and
philosophy of life percolates  most
surely to the multitude, But oven

Wordsworth, Tennyson, and Browning,
though it may seem sacrilege tosay it,
greatly require pruning. Much that
they wrote ts fast losing ita charm
even for their disciples. Their lame,
in ovory case, scoms likely to rest in
no small degroe on their shorter poems,
Wordsworth's *‘Lines  Written
| Tintern Abbey,” and the Ode on' Im.
mortality bids fair to outlive his moro |
protentious works, “The Prelude™ ﬂ'ﬂ‘l
“The Exeursion.!' Tennyson's =In|
Momoriam' is no longer regarded in |
some quarters  ws hie  most enduring |
performance, aud his “Idylls  of the
King." exeept the Mort d'Arthur,
will, judging by the trend of modern
eriticism, scarcely achieve immortality,
The samoe remark applies to Browne
iug, whoso famo alresdy rests on, bis,
Iyvrics, though many, as Mr. Augusting]
Birrell hax put it, “will priee the ‘Ring
und the Book' ax the surgeon priees

tha Inst grcal contribution to compar-:
ative anatomy or pathology” Though
porhaps, it is yot premature  for the)
ktifa Lo bo used frecly, it scoms oer:
tain, paradoxically though 1t tuay

sound, that the influence of thn thres

great pocts, with whom Profesor Hrﬂ*l
derson is delighting  DPerth audiences.

'would be appreiably extended by =
wisn and ivilicious shridgment. Meags
while we may be thankinl te onr wigl
tor for his efforis to promote . mora
sstematio study of English Iiterature,
and especially the literature of poetrs.
which, -~eortainly, is among: the “ﬁ:ﬂ
Thumanising inflnencas of the world, the
negleet of which ix paid for by ong

exlusign (rom !'1:1:--- BT _

ey N I )

e K iving s e N
Didct & U e N

L L

e

near |

T I y :';
J-h- r Ih‘:}]J{? ..I:I.rnll * : ":
T will ask yom 10

- . ¥

e

touch upon by péetry b
erly ﬁgl?:r L :'_:I"
Brﬂ‘h'll i.hr'_.

tli-'. l‘III'Ii L
woukl hare are rraden
r?h:tm]ilii'h A Ko
¢ g was ol o8
as Alfreds Lot Teantes
' ter paid tribata to the'll
ke
HYE ey o
| eredited  with e
convietions e
mouths of his

1]

S i, G =l e i B By R W W
! - i

of Shakespears, |

could discorer the tn
thought, by t‘l:?i cidenta

o contem Y erents, s

ﬂ]f hﬂh’r"d I Tarum, -
hlems of Iife.  Thers wa 4
fom in Browning's' philes r
| was with that he “wnke

W

Apart from Lis dramabe
Browning had. at the ‘req
wife, cam rertain dida
and in these ther had mal
consideration uf:hh- lews
Browning believed that
ot un d life unies
owd that human bebgs &sd
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