i ;tlthn- on (his tormeserial ball,
.Mﬂll and mimml:: ;ﬁlmll

The other day an American professor of
theology, convinced that the pranks of Uni-
| Yersity stodents at commemoration time
Were tho product of a specific mental dis-
ke, set out to dingnose the ailment. After
corsidemble investigation into the histori.
eal significance of the ceremony he called
iE "the nudneity of a picturesque imagina- |
tion." The epidemic in its pronounced form
did not affect Adelaide until this year.
Previomly the students have been con-
tent  to  concentraté  their theatrical
display  and poctic resource at the
| erthadax degree-canferring function, bhut on
Wiedneaday theie originality and grotesque
bumonr took a more striking torn. The
commemoration festival ix largely an excle-
Mve gathering.  The scope for ludicrous dis-
[ play and clever satire i= to an extent limited,
| For the first time, therefore, the young men
who wear the black-andiwhite check hat-
bande made their appearanee as public en-
tertainers. Their debut was an eminently
successful farce, as it was intended to be,
Thev endeavoured, #o it was said, to ne-
tonish the natives. They did g0 with a
vengeance. One might have been excused
for exclaiming with the Prince in “The
Prineess'": —

On a sadden, in the midst of men and day.

And while T walk'd and talk’d as heretofors,

I seemed (o move amorr a worldl af ghosts,

And feel mywell the shadow of & dream,

The strictly orthodox spectator mav
bave viewed the procession with a feeling |
of quiet protest, but those who were able
to enter into the spirit of thh movement
and of the season saw an exenllent reason
for this temporary disregard of dassical dig-
nily and precise gesture. The whole pro-
cessicn, from the redcostumed, long-cared
| Mephistopheles  (“our  patron  saint’™)
in the Jead to the bewildered, odown-
driven  donkey at the rear, ‘was
n capital earicature of public men,
dnstitutions, and events, and the promoters
\deserve the thanks of the large gathering
which thronged the streets for supplying
gratiz a long list of mirth-provoking dives-
sions, If the proceadings Jdid indioate the
andacily  of ‘A picturesque  imaginae
tior, there wax, al “any rale,
the  justification of traditional privi
lege, and the Adelaide undergrads wers
no more undignified than their hrother sti-
dents in the other States or those in the
university cities of the old world,

The procession was certainly a ridicolously
heterogeneous affair. It was the combing-
tion of a picee of every imaginable Proces.
sion which has the dash of the fareical
about it, with a Tivoli “tarn” and n eirous
performance thrown in. All stages of vehi-
cular construction seemed to be represent-
ed. The inartistically decorated eonvey-
ances earried some of the most ludicrously
attired passengers  that  the  boldest
imagination could coneceive. Clowns, be-
fpanglod and  painted like & bar
ber's  pele;  soldiers, from &  re
splendent huissar bodisr kilted
Scolchman, with pink Jegs on which fea-
thers had been stuck: pléntation niggers
wearing hats several feet in diameter: me-
dseval knights, with protty noses and
powdered  hair; nurses, bewigged lawyers,
firemen who wore helmets which looked
like inverted teapots, arrow-marked crimi:
nils, ehony-faced aborigivals, almond-eved
Chinese, straggly bearded Russinns, cow.
oys swinging whips neariy as long as the
processich jteell, and—well, any other cha-
mcter that may be imagined. The vohijcles |
and boreemen threaded their way through
the ecrowded strects  with ax  mueh
progresa AN the tramoarpiestall
[would permit.  Dut that clongated,
paudily painted conveyance, was trok Ii:l'
itaelt every time! The passergers had fre-
(quently to alight and push the wheels with
(proter 'ng grunts, while one of the offiaials
—a white-whiskered individua), who carried

huge can of oil—pathetically lubricated
Erlt Jointe of the horses, Tt wax the amartest
and most effective appeal for an eleetrical
;.j'ﬂun that has ever been made in Ade
laide, Hansard spoeches and publio meet-

—

Tt wou courwe, be impossible to
make a detalled reference to th proces
sion, but the Teading chira _!n uwh
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patient, - mol  been  given
an umnrbuth. in powition. It was
certainly la.rllm' lsive advertisemont {“"-tﬁh
brogress in sn science as _
Nearth terraoe, and several clildrdn soream-
od at the sight. Under a skoll and eroes
bones thix inle announcement  was
displaved hy the travelling surgeons: —

Well man, alek man,

Dl maam, otiff;
Ot him wp, %n hlm upy

What's the di
Tlhimorous, tumoroas, blosd, and gore,

Adelalds medicals for ever moee,

It wan slio intimated that sawing wus
done for the trade, snd that  families
could be supplicd at the shortest uotice,
Then thes appropriate anestion

The Metropolitehy Fire Brigade and  its

pular chiel were not forgotien. A tired.
{:ﬂﬁng liorse with a packet of “Foroe”
tiesl undler its nose was dmwing a reel, in
whicly sat two helm brass-buttoned
officials, wearing unkempt beards and a
look of stolid nnconcerm. DBut Nero fid-
dled while Rome was burning!  One of
the occopants smoked a stout cigar, and
there was n strdng suzgestion of ahdomi-
nal retundity about his physique. Behind
the recl came the ladder, but neither can-
veyapee seemei] anxious to qet to the mene
of the conflagmtion—certainly an unfair
gatire on_the splendid efficiency of our bri.
pade. Tt even Sugperintendént Booker
enjoyed the joke, and unless he makes n
prote<t to hia pablic enght to
refrain. from  takiog the injtatives
A picturecovered pantechnicon mve the
rtur?rnll an opportunity to display their
artistic talents and their skill for coining
puns, - Fairly commendable ink sketches
were  displaved  of Proletsor Stirling, Sir
Frederick Holder, Sir Charlea Todd, Rp.
Pernton, and Mr. Scherk, and the names

- . '..
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were adapted to meet the requirements of

i certain advertisoment for cheap suits,
Er.«m"!'f Aas “Don’t  Seherk a bangmin'' and
| “Sterling opportunitics.”  Another failure
vias “Sterling powders for stomatic pains.”
Punful” unquestionably!

4\ trial scene waa capitally presented, A
riminid-stained individusl stood in the
Jbox, and  three corly-wigred, qoerulous
Fiwyers submitted technical points for *His
\Honor's'" considemation. In Ruaodle strees
the proceedings were dramatically suspend-

td owing to the escape of the prisoner, who
made an unsuccessful endeavour to hide in |
@ spring drw which bad been drawn up
v the kerbing. The black-gowned counsel
gave  cliase, and  hauled  the runaway
-ﬁmmmmmuly into the moving Courthouse,
p 4\ viceregn] bus“—an antiquated vehicle
I'mhh a deceptive meodern ngme—was in the
procession., . It accompiodated a lady (%)
nnd gentleman, who bowed ta the peoplo
Wwith profuse gesture, and smiled with con.
ventional amiability. St. George and the
drigon were there too, and also an un-
#hapely “'vircos queen,” who did acrobatic
feats on the bare back of a sleepy pony,
ard threw kisses to the onlookers. Un-
aristocratic-looking wehicles had been on-
gnged by “Dre, Cuddleme-meore,” “Dr, Un-
huog™ (a Chingse wpecialist), and **Profes-
sor (add!rimquick,” who sold pills for poi-
goved rolicemen,  Other at ons wera
A rumbling farm roller, which flaunted the
announcement, *If she does notl bump yoo
geb a coupon™ (o lot of coupons must have
been  distriba n  hachelorinhabited
vehicle, which supplied matrimonial lot-
tery tickets free, and which made placard-
ed applieations for wives, “broken in by!
whip preferred:” and walking bottlos of
whisky and Deer—"all for litthe Mary.”
Altogether the procession was a  capital
piece of ludierous organization, and the
ftudents played their parts with grotesque
IRDOCCES, .

Ud. 'LPTI'-D%JQDS'

Mr. Brewster Jones; who has just won
the Flder Echolarship, which entitles him
to a threeyear' course at the Royal Cols
lege of Mukle, London, is & native of South
Australia. He is the ron of Mr. A, W.
Jones, of Port Elliol. At an early aga
he displayed considerable musical talen:,
and when only 7 years old be playved a e
loction from Mozart's “Twolfth Mass' on
the Town, Hall organ, Ho received his
early musical training from his father on

the American organ and afterwards on ths
planoforte.  Whils quite a child he gained

an intermediate cortificate
the Tonic 80-Fu College. &
Adelaido a few yoars ago.

‘been o sarics of uccesses da & plsiL

; than ordimary promise. Under
ﬂ mﬂhnﬂlm- Foow ‘ﬂg
progress, and humﬁd!eniﬁw.f!'“?-
concerts have frequently been amongst the

‘most attractivo features
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TOPICS OF THE DAY |

UNIVERSITY COMMEMORATION. I

The annual Commemoration of the Ade
laide Univerwity is to be held in the Elder
Hall this afterncon under the presidencs
of the Chanecellor (Sir Samuel Way), snd
m the presepee of the Governor (Sir Gronge
Le Hunls). Ihe degrees, diplomas,
scholarships, and certificates won by atar-
dents of the Universdty during the past
year will be eonferred or presented.  The
seating accommodation of the Elder HAll ix
limiled, and the whole of ths space has
been allotted, wo that no further applica-
tions for tickets can be granted, Ths pro-
cesmon throvgh the streets this morning
will be headed by an impersonation of
Mepbistopheles—the patron “sint” of the
rindents who sre taking part in the pro-
cession—inounted an horseback. A dmg
will carry a bross band, and the velicles
following will contain a *‘tub pair” iz a
rowing boat, law studenis conducimg a
mock tnal, and medical mtudenty with a |
victim on an operatingtable., A plecart, |
w0 converied as 1o rival an Adelaide (ram-
car, & counle of mounted bishrangers, a |
fire brigade squirting polassivm permanga- |
nate, and a wateringcart laying the dast |
with the sume chefical, besides donkey- |
carts, molor cars, yp-drm, and other
Donnybrook accessonies will also form part
of the show. A band of minstrels, whoae
instruments vary from Pan's pipes to cor-

nety and keromne ting, will attempt to de-
[ light the poblic with their untutored efloris.
The procosion will leave the University at
11 o'clock, and wall travel along North-
termee west to King William stres, south
to the Queen's statue, .back to Rundle
strect, along Rundle-street to East-terrace,
and back to the University. At 2 p.m. tho
students anil]l sing somge of their compos-
tion in the Elder Hall untill the arrival
of the Chanecellor an hour later, and the
subsequent procesdings will be interspersed
with voal lems of a more op low appn:rl
priate chameter. |
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|  UNIVERSITY BUFFOONERY.

To the Editor. -

Sir=Will you kindly extend to me
rume consideration as you did to my
Huq Gr Hm“.ﬂ in tﬁ: Iﬂﬂl‘llll'.!.ﬂ’l :

L
e ———

Al

I am sorry for the - man, for he h
cvidently not been d with “an iota
of ene of Nature's groatest pifts—a seno
of humonr. Has he Lm woung
Az he never known w langh 7
What a narrow, A man
must have when hni:dm
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