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SUMMARY

In briefly summarizing the results of the foregoing
observations on the Austr=alian dentition, the following
points may be stnted am heing of leading interest.

The jaws and teeth of the Australian aboriginal are
strikingly well formed, with a cospaciour palate, well
formed arches and large teeth; sll of which depiet a
theroughly functioning end efficient masticatory system.

The teath of the Austrnalian in size, are probably lar-
ger than those of any other living race; and in relation
to those of extinct races are sometimes larger, and in
most Adimensions equal in sise.

The teeth inbrown form, cusp number, and root form
ere exceedingly primitive, probably moro'than any living
race, and aleo some extinct rmces, such as Tasmanian and
Neandertal man,

The arches are well formed and the type contours show
in the Qﬁult that paraliel form which is considered the
most primitihe outline,

The palete it well formed and capacious ,and so far as
available comparative results show, is probably larger
than any living race; larger than the recently extinct
Tasmanian and the Nronze Age dweller of Great Britein;
but in its type form not so large as some of the Pleisto-
cene forms of man like those of 'eidelburg and FPiltdown,.

The Australian palate apparently does not possess the
somewhat circular form that is attributed to Neandertal
man, the former possessing the more ﬁrimitivv contour,

The symmetrical conditions of occlusal and interprox-
imal wear of the teeth,mnd glenoid fossae depths, would

indigcnate that the Austras lian probably indulged in masti-
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apparently very vigorous,As has been shiown in thebase of
the pulp by the remsrkable manner in »hich it phytiﬁlogi-
cally resisted encroachment on its aavity by secondsary
deposit; and in the osse of the membrane bylthe iarkod
functional stresves it withstood without showing evidence
of frequent or general periocdontal affections.

The condition of the deciduous teeth would show that
the children were remarkably free fromdental disenses,
that their teeth were made to funotion from the beginning
of their noﬁuiromcnt. and that such developments as xhutx
eruption of the teeth,formation of the arches and develop-
ment of the palate,took plmce in a very regular manner,

The Austrelian dentition was strikingly free from
.devclopmontal aberrations and dental diseases. The latter,
as represented by such universallyocccurring affections as
caries, alveolar abscesses and periodontel lesions, were
conditions almost entirely limited to old age.

The marked immunity from dentnl diseases would seem to
‘be very closely related with the coarse tough food which
formed their diet and the ocrude methodes of vreparstion and
cocking when =uch were utilized.

The obtarv-tioni show in every aspect a very markes
4di fference between the well formed Australian dentition,

end ill-formed, disease strioken mastioatory cutfit with

which most modern oivnuﬂed peoples are purdened. See Fia. 153,

Probably the ghief henefit derived from such a study
as has been here attempted, is the greet lesson to be
learned from the conditions presented, namely, that if
modern civiliied races are to presarve strength and cootour
in the lower afchitecturs »f the fece, to make the masti-
catory orgens & physiclogically functioning unit, to
prevent the awful present day ravages of dentel diseases

and their concomitAnt systemic disturbances, and through
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in the present dsay dietsry =nd method of food nreparstion.
In short, a raturn to diet conditions much more primitive

than thecse at present in vegue will be necessary,



