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PREFACH

The purpose ol thia book e 0 meke o systenstic
pxeminetion of how events in Chine bebtwesn the yoesrs L858 and 1860
presented themaslves to the English mind; 40 s = sludy in publie
opinlon rather than & historlesl record of materisl development, In
the Interest of the reader it has been neoesssry to retell the story
of evants in China, slthough to hope to dv thia bebtter sud mere fully

than has slreedy been done by HoB, Horse in Ihe Internsflonal Relstiong
of the Chinese Bapire, end, after bhim, by ur. W.¢, Costin in Grest

Brdtedn wad Chins, would be presumptuous indeeds I have steiven to

be puncitllious in acknowledging actusl srgusents and quotutions
conpelously teken from e¢lther book, bat only those who kuow them at
firgt~hand will be awerc of my full debt fo both wrliters. Iu one
imporbant respect only is uy story differmut from thelrss my business
hsp bosn to drew speclel attention % those eventa in Chins which
bad whet present-dey journslists coll news-value rathor then "ho glve
o ocomprehenglve scoount of sll that hsppened ’c.héx'a; in doing this X
gan only hope that my sttempts not to distort hlsterlesl truth have
baon puccessfuly those whe went the full reserd muuh refer to the two
authoritloes that have boen mentioned. In the clircumgtonces L have
been frwe from the dlsclpline lmposed upon himself by Horse, 'to glve
the airmta of the pericd such reletive lumporience ms tﬁayr deserves to
lay np undue stress on pleturesque epimodesy, sven though they might
help to lighten the navrativey and, kncﬁwingly, to omdlt none of those

minoy ocourrences whiech, dull and un;lntaraabing thongh they might be,



IL
wore #4111l importent elements in moulding the opinions and gulding

the actions of the principal actors on the ﬁcmm'ﬁ To sey this,
#Mps clbe poVIL ‘
‘however, 18 not to msun thet I heve boen free from all disciplineg
my ve#sponglbllity hes been to glve n Just wccount of how the news of
evants in China was received in Englend, & vegponslbillty which L
think the reader will in due course see has been w vory onerous one.
It will be clesr from whet hes bsoea seld thet the present
book is sbout Englend .me"t not shout Chine., It 48 & poeclcl study of
Vietorien 1ife - sn atbempt to redsptura the spirit of the perlod from
R

Hemaerd, the newspspers, blographies, truvel books snd other populsr

v

)

sources, After so much work I heve naturally develeped a grest \%
.

interest in Chinose 1ife end a profound sympathy for the Chinese people, q“
at X hope thut I have &b no polnt cysmed wm enthord by which Lis not |

winep to do thut would be to repest the mistuke of mmy of the Joumaliste

4
§
:

end others whoso opinions we aro in dus course to study. My method

of work hes boen to resd contomporary seurcea fo the polnt at which I ‘--.\

bocane awsre thut I was discoverdng ne MaddrTredh of aiglii_fiaanca, end ths.i,}

o push on further would de to risk bessaing stxle snd writing n book

that waa'dead. The pedent might require of wfim ot public opinion

Hvth@ ho should resd everything that wes shld ml:dut the subject he is to
éisauag, bt thome who have sny idesz of how mach in aald, and repested,
in press and public pleces sbout topiesl exoitements will know how
impassible of schieveuent this ldesl is, snd mey reeull the story of

brs Jobneon's having refuged fresh muterlsl for his life of Pope on the



IIT
grmur;'éia thet he hod enough already. Maps observition Ls no more
posplble of the past then it ls of the presautd.

In giving my evidenoca I have stelven oftur fodmmess snd
u.t;{ﬁmrncy tud em not uneusy nbout the gensrsl spi:c’i“f; of wy book - after
voudiog the matericl) the effect Left upen sy mind is a4 18 stuted in

the fallowing pages.  Hut I fear thut I mey have unwittingly mede mlnof :
i

wistekes and in- en occuslonel detull bewn uifljua't (or over falr) here end
thore to newspupers sud persons L have qum'b;fad; In ny originsl search
L took every core in copying thoe doouamts, ,_“t those with experlence
wll know how dlfficuld it is to avodd the creeplog in of ervor. I
hud hoped o return to igland to check ny reformoes, bt the outbresk
of wer nakes The possibillty of this g0 remote thut L have thought -1t
betber to publish my work ss 1t La. Should emy rocder discoﬁr
inrconrvecles, L ahould mpoh sppreciste his polnting them out to me s
thot I mey correct them if s opjortunity occurs. Inconsistencies in
the apelling of Chinmpe proper nemes ghowld not ba regarded zs mistekes)
in my own comaent L use ldentdcesl spellings throughout, but in
cuptetions I have reproduced the ordglnul, Thia will present no
practlosl difficulty to the reuders

sother fesr I have about my werk is thet 1t may fell betweon
two gools, that the resder may ssy thety sithough it purporis to be
shout English opinion rather then the Chinese wars, the emphssis is not
elesy snoughs If he makes this critdolme, I can only ask his indulgences
in prectice s sstisfuotory mode of presentoblon wew vary dif:i‘icuit to
finde  The docunments swemed worth recording but, =iter conalderstion

and exporiment, 1 concluded that a ook composed wwinly of doouments
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would fedl to bring ei;t‘ completely thelr full Bigm,fimxn-cf;; and I hope
in due course the reader will sgree thet it e only with fheir huekground
a8 o foll that they are shown ln thelr propor light. Lo sltemative
might heve been to tell the story oven more directly from topicsl sources,
but T think thet such a course wo‘uld havo mude my work unnecesssrily
diffuse and too much of & morup-book. Ls L6 ds I fesr the ral;‘:.dar Wil
gsometinmer wigh thet the newspspsr writers shd ;pmrl:l.wumtz::.rylors:\tors
whose opinions are quoted had expressed theusclves moi-a auccinetly. 4
desper consideration s that 1t would be wrong to glve quoted metorial o
greater order than 1t cen properly besr. In tlmes of exoltoment the ‘
public mind works In such a confused wey that to represeut lts thought us
& cohermnt and logloal process would be to distort the fuots, Whatever
14 mpy havs been ut other times, the lmuedizte determining fector in
inglo~Chinese relutions at this period wes economic, tnd most of the
opinions that are to be quoted in the followlng pages would huve been
regarded by Carlyle sg & Logle-varnilgh to » very materiel process. In
faot, whut in large mespure we heve to do &s o study the differsnge
bebwoan what men sey and whet they do. Lt swened best; therefore, to
deseribe thelr actions directly and to let them spesk for themselves when
the time csme to justify those actions, |

It must not be concluded from what hes just be-;éh peld thet my
work is thrown idte a rigld Marxisn fravework. The sennible materdelist
who wents food for his mind, or smaunition for his guns, will find it in
plenty in the followlng pages, Mut he will misresd than 4 he trects
them i1 = doctrinaire spirit. Lowes Pickinson rightly mnde his John
Uhinanen sa;f to the Englishmen 't 1s & motbor of Life wmd desth to me
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o £ind markebs in walch you mey dispone ol your msnufsctures, end from

whieh you mey derive your food and raw material'®, but we must not Jump

*Latters of Jobn Chinumen (George “11len & Juwln), pll.

from the trulem thut imperielian is wn sconomic process to the fﬁf)robable
phillosophic sssumption that eeonomicav is the finel oceuse of all human
development. To do so0 in fuet would be to be as slmple us meny of the
politiciens, werchents, misslonaries, journslists, forelgn-office
officiels, soldlers, and otheis, who ere shown in tho followlng peges

to have regerded the opening up of Chiny ws w wtuge on the road to a
coomerclsl and socisl and religious millenium. 1f we are to interpret

- history properly our lmeglnation above cll things must be kept elive, mnd

- to abttempt, for 6anple, to- explain aﬁa;y the gack snd burning of the

Summar Peloece et Pekin in 1860 on theo grounds thet the lnglish wished to
goll nightosps to the Chinese 1s a3 ridiculous in fact az it sounds in
“»;rda. The tesk of the philosophic historian is to make such on act
intelligible to the student, to dlmcover end dlsploy the humen motives

and até.tea of mind that made 1t possille, to treat it a8 a manifestotion

of the hidden forces behind socisl development, In the following pefes | o
no ahbtempt whatever is made to do anything of this kind, but 1t ig hoped '-fii
that vhat 48 seld moy be some alight =id to those who wish to make a mre
gubtle Interpretstion of history then is Lashioneble al the moment. .an.d' \\\R
the matter lLtself of the story to be told msy be moving enough  to produge
that exaltatlon of mind without which thought Ls sturile, \-_.,__\_
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