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lof Mines and Industries. The Dest-

NDING® THE UNIVERSITY.

» was a tme when many

people in South Australia were scep-
jeal regarding the possibility of estab-|

nade to establish such an institution,

@use they _hn]f-dunht’ed the practi-|

cal utility of “the higher education”
—partly, probably, because the notion
then was that such education would
be purely academical. But the Uni-
versity was founded in due course, and
now its value has become so widely
recognised that the cry in nearly every
d.!m:tlnn is for “more University," and
not for less, or none.. The require-
ment behind the cry Is threefold, In-
dependently of questions of . curricu-
jum—*“More money, more buildings,
and more room for them.” The Uni-
yersity bas long passed the stage at)
which it should be merely a teaching|
institution, but it cannot be anything)
else while it {s so cramped for space, |
This was clearly demonstrated a few
weeks ago in the evidence given beforo
the Eduecation Commission, when
another fact also was disclosed. :'.'L.r
suggestion that the University should|
be housed in the Lunatic its}'luml
bulldfngs, at Parkside, was almost|
nnanimonsly and rightly condemned. |
The University occupies the best avail-
able site for its puorpose in South
‘Australia, and to shift it wonld be a
mistake, The best is always good
enough to leave alone, and this ought

to be the rule on the present occasion.

The site has In its favour more than
any other which is availahle, except-
Ing in size, and that defect can be;
remedied without much difficulty. |

The Chancellor of the University,|

ith others, showed a
W ago how the problem
might be solved; and, as The
Register pointed out at the ' same
from end to end of “Education
»' on North terrace, space can,
be provided to smpp}jr*_nll the reason-|
able needs doring the next century of
the University, the Public Library and
its allied institutions, and the School

few |

tute Asylum inmates have repeatedly
been promisedd betier quarters, and
they are soon ta be taken away, quite
independently of the University's plea

i sions of the University (with its spa-

for more space, The police barracks
are not situated in the best possible
place in view of the extension of me-
tropolitan settlement; and something
may be said for their transference to
a site adincent to the Adelalde Gaol—
if that bullding itself conld not be va-
(eafed and the prisoners in it trans-
ported to Yatala Stockade, in which
there is plenty of room. The areas on
North terrace now ocoupied by the
show sheds, the Destitute Asylum pile,
and the adjoining structures wonld,
with econondeal building arrange-
ments, suffiee for all requisite exten-

| recreation reserve at the rear)

extending to all classes the benefits of

1
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Igh-eu, and The Register to-day sup-

i

lJarge sums of mMoney necessary practi-
' o the Unlyersity=)

Jearning originated ],p”p.ﬁrn,ta bounty
rather than through Government inl-

| Australia and its rich men to say that

A the chief obstacle, after all, has
long seemed fo be less the removil of
old buildings than the securing of the

cally to reorganize : ;

for: that, in effect, is what will have

to be done. | |
The South Ausiralian bead-centre of

tiative; and, although the chief duty
of extending its usefulness is probably
a State matter, it is only reasonable to
expect that here, as go notably in the
United States of America, wealthy citl-
zens will assist by special means in

advanced education. Not long ago' &
sort of challenge to this efect was

plies one part of the answer to that
challenge. A philanthropie citizen,
who declines to permit his name to be
published, has promised to contribute
£10,000 to what may be most expres-
sively called the University Expansion
I'and, on the conditions, briefly, that
the Government will supplement, £
for £, that, and all other subseriptions
for the same purpose, and will pro-
mise to provide the University Coun-
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eil with sufficient land for its accom-
modation in “Edueation Square.”
This is a fine beginning-—although only
a beginning, for not much c¢an be done
with £10,000; but a Government sub-
sidy. wonld increase it to £20,000; and
it would be g reflection ppon South

{the bandsome donation now promised
will be allowed long to remain lonely?! |
One iay, fairly assume Ahat the rea-

sonable conditions named by the donor

will be acceptable to the Government
—of course, after due enguiry and con-
sideration. The earlier, however, the
mind of the Ministry concerning the!
matter may he disclosed, the greater)
will be the inducement to other liberal
South Australians to follow the noble
example set today; and, if they can-
not glive £10,000, they may easily
manage to present that sum minus AL
nought or two! IEven the hundreds
help. The need for University expan-
sion is urgent, and the way in which
it can be supplied is now clearly mani-
fest. '

iparture for London on February 13.
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A Ed 0',600 Donation.

——— Th e

Anconymous Donor.
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As The Register has recorded from Lime
to time the council of the Adelaide Uni-
varsity hns been long considering the gues-
tion of the extensipn of the usefulness of
that institution and how beat to secure the
means to the attainment of that end. At
first the problem presented by the restric-
ted land space represented by “Education
cquare’” on North terrace, caused muc
consideration to be given to the possibility
and practicability of removing the present
University buildings to some site beyond
the city bonnds. In November last the
transfer of the lunatids from Parkside to
gome other locality so that the grounds
now used by the asvlum might be employed
for University purposes wus discussed by
the Kdueation Commission, but the almost
unanimous opinion expressed on that octa-
ion and held generally by ple best ac-
auainted with the difficulties of the sub-
ject 1s Lhat the present site for the prin-
cipal seat of learnming in the State shonld
be retained, and that the peccssary ex-
pansion shonld be provided for by the re-
moval of the Destitute Asylum and the
police barracks and portions of the Exhi-
bition enclosures fronting the river. 1Tt is
now being deeided that the destitute in-
mates shall be removed to a site in the Ma-
il district, and there should be no special
difficulty in removing the police barracks.
The ground thus cleared and some provision
made for the probable extension of the
Tubliec Library and Mugeum buildings, the
Airst expansion of the University wonld be
“in the erection of a common hall for dining
‘and social purposes, where the professors
‘and students might meet and strangers
'might be received: the beginning of a re-
sidential college for students so that the
learners might be close to fheir work and
what is known as a University
| atmosphere would be created.
{Qther requirements are the farmishing of
the University library. so far as it may be
possible, with all things necessary ~ ior
iﬂri-z?nn.'l research  work, among them
radium and the instruments associatei
with its use; and the establishment of 4
fund out of which monetary assistance
‘might be given in exceptional cases to sto-
dents engaged in original work.

—(Conditions of the Git.—

. During the last few weeks the University
'Council has been paying special attention
‘to these considerations, and at a meeting
on Wednesday the Chancellor was able to
announce that £10,000 had been promised
by a citizen of Adehiide. who dechnes to
permit his name to be published, as a basis
for a large fund for the purposes indicated.
The only conditions of the gift besides that
of anonvmity are that the land at the back
of the University and the School of Mines,
which the Hon. J. Verran, when Premier,
i3 understood to have promised, shall be
granted by the present Government, and
that Ministers shafl also give an under-
takinz. in behalf of the Cabinet. to sup-
plement ponnd for pound the £10.000 noy
offered and any further amounts which
may be added to tha fund constitued by
the original donation.

—Premier to be Approached.—

Arrangements are being made so that an
influential and representative deputation
shall interview the Premier before hiﬁ{tﬂgu

m
obvionsz that without the sssistance of the
(overnment in the way sugzested by thp
donor the whole scheme must Ial;ic-, fop
withont the site the expansion of the Uny-
versity is impossible, and without the
mopey the erection of the buildings on the
newly granted land cannot be started. Als
though no definite undertaking has been
miven, it is undenstoad that further dona
tions await the dewsion of the Goven |

ment.




