W S — ._,__,_{m
914

'ADELAIDE. TUESDAY., MARCH 3, 1914.

———— s

Australia Welcomes the

e i—

ool ———— | | [ —— | ——— [ ———

Returned Antarctic Heroes.
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What a welcome it wasl Row upon row of Adelaide's leading men— |
business men, professional men, leaders of thought in the scientific and re-
ligions spheres—with  their ladies, gathered in the Ei}ﬂcif)u:i Conservatorinm
yesterday afternoon. The central figure, the intrepid Antarciic explorer who was
thus being enthusiastically welcomed ‘back to his native land, it is safe to
assery, faced the {terrible perils ¢f t@e unknown resions back of the icewall in
Antarciica with more equanimity than he dig that distinguished audience
gathered to do him honor, Dr. Mawsonis more at home in the ice-bound regions,
surrounded by the eternal enows, than in fashionable public gatherings. As an
cxplorer he is in his element; as a public speaker Ne is not. Obviously he
was 1l at ease as from the lips of the Governor-General (Lord Denman), Sir
Samuel Way, the Minister of Customs (Mr, Groom), the State Premier (Mr.
A. H. Icake), and olbers words of kighest praise and admiration poured
forth in ceaseless flow.

But, then, Australin—and pariicularly South Australia—is proud of her
hero eon, and took the first opportunily to express that pride in tangible
form. It was peculiarly fiting that Dr. Mawson should first bo welcomed
homo by the university with which he s connected, and to the lustre of
which hio hias so signally added. Then, Mr. Cecil Madigan is a graduate of
the university, Thus that seat of learning had a &pecial claim to the first
wolcome,

Clad in his academjorrobea Dr, Mawson occupied a geat on the platform
on the right of ihe Governor-General, who mpresided. Immediately beneach
him and behind the pressmen sal the knot of men, brave companiony of the
doctor in his journeye up ang down the frozen region, tanned, brave, deter-
mined fellows, quietly joyful at the Deartiness of the receptlon accorded
their leader, One could have been pardoned for imagining them niembers
of the audience, so quiet and inconspicuous were they, Only when their leades
affectionately referred to them and  their sorvices weore the audicnce aware
of their presence,

“The- main fact for us to rejoice over is that Dr. Mawson has returned
to Australia, home angy beauty,” declared the Governor-General, and the seny-
ment was received with thunderous applanse. That was tho secret of the
great assemblage. In the oyes of many was & suspicious moisiness as the hero
of the Antarclic stepped upon the plasxform, and later when he rofe to speav
the walls rang again withy the thunders of applause, Of his own decds ho did
not talk; that task he left to others. And to hirx eredil, be it eaid, the Governor-
General lheld the audience as be tola ugain the elory of Mawson's unparal-
leled march back to the main bise after the death of his companions, Dr.
Mertz and Lieulenant Ninnis,

Tho first coramony was the arrival of e Olhancello, of the Universily
(Sir Samuel Way) and the members of the senate and council, which was car |
ried out with the customary pomp. The Promior (Hon. A. H, Peske) accom-
panied the chancellor to the‘platform. Almost immedistely the etrains of
“Gexl Bave the King!" rang out as Ins Excellency Lopg Denman, anmmpnniqd
by the Minister of Customs (Hon, E. Gioom) and Lord Ricbard Nevill, took -
Bis meal. The Governor-General was welcomad at the ttepa oulside of the
Conservatorium by the Vice-Ubancellor of the University (Dr, Barlow) and Mz
Justice Murray. Next came the Antarclic pafly in a body. On the platform,
in addition to tho profeasorial staff and ocouneil and gonate of the university
and thoso already mentioned, were the Conmunissioner of Publhe Works (Sie
Richard Butler), the Chief Secretary (IHon. J.' G, Bicd), the Bpnﬁknr of the
MHouso of Assombly (Hon. L. O'Loughlin), Prexident of tho Legislative Coun-
cil (Sir Lancelot Stirling), the Chairman of tho Kducntion ,Eomt.niasiﬁn {l_i!r. |
T. Ryan), Mr. W. J, Denny, M.P,, and Prefesea, Ormo _H#s.ﬁpn, of mEW
bourne University, who ropresented the Ausiralazian Socioty for the Ad.
vancement of Soience. Included in the nudience werd representatives aof carl,
literaturs, ang ecience, the Rayor of Adelaide (Mr. A, A. Si _paau},.'und'mnh«r‘j
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: bers of tho city ang suburban councils an,] municipalities, iz 'hdditinn-tb,-mpﬁ_i‘:;.;j
. gentatives of various rcliglous denomiaations. Sheryp B g ,,1.‘;_;
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