| Along the Continental Shelf.

“Dredgings were taken along the conti-
ental shelf off Adelie Land, and a course
was then set to the west, where we inves-
tigated the packice, took soundings, seria]
temperatures, and carried out townetting
at varous depths and dredgings. It was
a disappointment to find the ice conditions
worse than on either of the: previous
cruises, but we were able to add much de-
tail to the former work. Very striking
ice formations were met, of which Hurley
‘obtained splendid photograph and cinema-
‘tograph records.

The Threshold of Mystery.

“Regarding the operations of the expedi-

tion, our plans, it will be remembered,
were to investigate the remaining un-
known portions of the Australian Quad-
rant of Antarctica, together with subsi-
diary work in the intervening regions, the
whole to supply a deeply needed want in
the knowledge of the regions to the south
of Australia at the threshhold of which we
Jive, and of which almost nothing is
known. Of course, I do not include the
eastern exttemig; of the Australian Quad-
rant—the Ross Sea area—concerming which
great detail has come to hand from the
many expeditions that there have found
a convenient landing place for the achieve-
ment of the south geographic pole. The
interesting and far-reaching results accru-
ing from those expeditions only served to
heighten the value of data lacking from
the great region to the west.

Australia’s Heritage.

“The results of our two years work
gupply information which fills this gap and
comnletes a survey of the salient features
of the Quadrant, Surely it 1s only right
that neighbouring lands, in . this case a
natural heritage of Australians, should not
remain a terra incogmitx, and with ic be
sealed up scientific facts of importance m
the intervretation of problems in the home-
land. By carrying the Union Jack, and
in particular the Commonwealth flag, from
the already explored arcas in the cast to
1} the western extremity of the Cuadrant we
have <linched a claim upon its future. The
new lands discovered
versed by sledging journeys attract atten-
‘tion. but it is the mases of carcfully re-
corded data, accumulated by sea and land.
that must eventually clawn reqgard. These
r~ults will be appreciated better at a late:
date when they have been o_l.'l.b-amtn.d.‘ Wi
are looking forward to making preliminary
statements refating to them before the Br
tish Association at its meeiing 1n Australu
| in August.”

|elkill and experience of Capt. Davis that

and the areas tra-

Anxiety Over the Western
Party.

“The party left by Capt. Davis as the
base to carry on the scientific observa
tions for another year, and make a search
for the missing party, were glad when |
devided to recall the ahiﬁn by wireless, The .
Aurora was fitted with a receiving set,|
but had not the necessary apparatus for
sending messages, It was a bmutifuli;.*|
calm aftermoon and evening, and we ex-
pected to be away early in the morning,
As the ship came in sight again, however,
the wind rose, an of conrse, there was
no knowing how long it would continue,
and after all, the calm periods are few and
ar between, except at the height of sum-
mer. I had learnt from those remaining
that great anxiety had been expressed by
Capt. Davis as to the safety of the western
Eﬂ"ﬁf i charge of Wild, should they not

ieved that year. In the absence of
u::lct mi"qrrl:m‘ﬂnm’m to the circumstances
under which that party was wintering, pos-
mble dificulties n rr:ﬁevm ' them depend-
|ing on the weather conditions in that
| , the special featuties of the pack
ioe thereabouts from the point of naviga-
tion, and finally the absence of an infor-
| mation as to the condition of the ship, her
coal supply, health of crew, &, 1 could
do mo other than leave the decision as to
further delay at the mmin base to Capt.
Davis, who was acquainted with all these
details.  Accordinglys I sent a ‘wirclesa
| message to the ship to the effect that T
hoped the position would allow of the
Aurom remaining a day or two longer in
the hope of the weather calming, leaving
| the actual decision to Capt. Davis himseif.
| Although this was m-ﬁp-_mtﬁl};-it doca
|not appear to have beem picked up.  As
| evening came on the barometer fell, and
|we saw no more of the i ST

o

Bundled Out Neck and Crop.

“The year passed ever so slowly as com-
pared with the preceding, and the wea-
ther proved even less suitable for sledging
excursions. No undertakings at a distance
from the hut were entered into in the late
sUmImer, partli.- on account of my cond-
tion, and partly because of a faint chance
that the Aurora might return after reliev-
ing the western base, there having been
some suggestion of this sort before the
b}II;}I'H departure, A wind velocity of 116

miles per hour was recorded for the aver-
ap;le for one hour in July. KEarly in the
jollowing summer Madigan and Hodgeman !
accompanied me on a short sledging jour-
ney. It was on the return, when descend-
ing the ice slopes leading to the hut, at
11 o'clock in the evening of December 13,
that we descried a thin trail of smoke on
the north-west horizon, acquainting us with
the approach of reliel. Some days were
spent 1n Commonwealth Bay previous to

hurriendly in circumstances typical of |
the place, the Aurora being bundled outf
neck and crop by a violent huriicane.
The air was filled with soow, obscuring
surrounding objects, and it was due to the

we rot out with no further damage toan
the loss of the motor Jaunch,

WHAT THE EXPEDITION
ACCOMPLISHED

O

Important Victories for |

Science.

It was predicted when the Mawson Ex-
redition left Australin for Adelie Land at
the end of 1911 that valuable scientific
» rork would be accomplished. The leader
hiad shown  himself when witn the
S hackleton  Expedition to be 4 miost
¢/ ipable member of the party, and
t hese good opinions of him and of

ais undoubted ability were further streng-
thened by his accomplishments as a stu-
dent and a scientist at the various umvers
sities with which he had been connected.
During the two vears or so which he spent
‘n the antarctic he has achieved morg
mportant results than have been recorded
in behalf of any previcus undertaking in
that part of the world. Tt will be some
time before full details wall be available
for publication, but on IKriday Dr. Maw-
son banded to the press a terse statement
‘of the principal accomplshments of the
party. They demonstrate that the
| opinions formed regarding the result ol
the visit to the polar couniry were well
founded. Indeed, the undertaking has
been more successfu]l than even the most
sanguine persons could have expected.

—

final departure, which event took place |
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Homecoming and Wireless. 1

Explanation by Dr. Mawson.

There bas been considerable discussion
concerning why the expedition came direct
0. Adel irom the antarciic instead of

oing to Hobart or Melbourne, and also
ow it was that the wireless apparatus at
Adelie Land was not used o advise the
Commonwealth of the departure of the
remnant of the parly. Dr. Mawson made
an explanasion on Friday in reply to
questions which were pot to him by a
| reporter.

.

Why Adelaide was Chosen.

“Will you kindly state, doctor, why ihe
Aurora made Adelaide first with you®’'—
“Well, no doubt some people wiﬁ think
Hm-:‘ I might have put in an appearance at
Meclbourne or Hobari., It was my inten-
tion from the first, however, to return o
Adelaide, although in doing so the expense
has been increased. There were several
reasons for the decision. [First, South
Australia set ihe example to the other
Slales h;* makin nﬂﬁlmnt for the expedi-
tion. Then, I thought that the people

' here would be very interested
ship, espm_:iallf* as no polar vesae] has becn
here previously. Hobart and Meibourne
have been more fortunatie in that respect.
' Another reason’ was thal we had latter

'been working continually o the westward,
‘and were in a meridian, when we Joft the
ice, about hak way between Australia and
South Africa. We could have made Perth
first, bot obviously Adelaide svas the place
for ve to come 0. I wanV the. other
States of the Commoniwealth to thumug::iﬁ

to sec the

understand the position. The Aurora

be open to inspection by the people in a
fow davs, but just at present we do mnot
14 ber o be overrun by visitors, as we
desire to get the oollections of exhibils
clcared away.”

[}
Continuouns Day.

i “Can you explain why no wirelcss mes-
gages were €ent regarding yonr “home-
coming?"—"*Well, it was 'mdsummer down
there swvhen we leit, which means that there
was no darkpess, but continpovs day.
Wireless messages, you knmow, will iravel
nmany further in darkness than in
In the prevailing conditions, when
we left it was impossmioie tor us to gel
moessages away any distance.  Our only
hope wounld bave becn 0 have erected the
wireless plant on the ship and to have

The Achievements.

The following particulars by the leader
will be read with the greatest possible in-
terest:— ] .

1. The successiul negotiations by ship of
antarctic pack ice in a { sphere of
action where conditions were practically
unknown. resulting in discovery of new
lands and islands. . _

2. The edtablishment of " two antarctic
wintering stations separated by an air line
o: 1.000 miles, both on lands never before
gsighted. At these etations scientific pro-

es have been conducted, an one case
or & period of one year, in the other ex-
tending over two Vears.

3. Jowrneys made over sea
plateau in regions never before sl fmd
over—al main base aggregating 2,400 miles,
at western basc 800 miles, which figures
do mnot include depot journecys. supporting
parties, or relay work. Land has been
followed through 33 deg. of longitude, 27
of which were sledged over.

4. The ostablishment of party at Mac-
quarie 1sland, subantarctic possession Com-
monwealth, spending two years mapping
and 1ovestigating island, acling as wire
Jees connecting link with antarctic main
baee, and

ice and

communicating weather oondi-
tiops daily to Commonwealth Meteorologi-
¢al Office for immediate use in preparng

I“ t‘i f
mu.nnnmu?ﬁg‘._ investigations, chiefly
of nature of soundings and trawhngs, pro-
secuted from ship in depths between .Eu.-
tralia and Anta and a]p‘ni_nnmt-chc_
continental shelf. Trawlings have been
guccessfully conducted to depths of two
| miles. By soundings contipental shelf has
~been indicated through 55 deg. longitude.

croom

waited until about the middie of February,
when, with a certain amount of darkness
which prevails at that time, we might have
suceceded in getbing a message chrough. If

we had come by way of Macquarie Island
it would have been different. We could
then have sent from there. The plant

which we had used at Adelie Land was
tos big and would bhave taken up 100 mucl
o erect on the Aurom. We
did pu: up a sml, lemporary
plant. but it had only a short range. With,
it we were able to send you messages when
we got into the gulf. Mr. Sandall, who
had previously been in charge of the wire- |
Jess at Macquarie Island. and had just
been relieved, was the operator of the
small apparatus on the Aurora.

Wireless With Winds and .
Blizzards.

Lient. Bickerton, a member of the maun
base party, was responsible more than nng;
body else for the su ful working oi the
antarctic wireless. He did %o in very ,
enlt conditions—often wind and bh I
—to keep the mastz and stays :!Eﬁ wiy
times when he was thus engaged Lhe Sind
wns blowing at a velocity of 40 miles an
hour. The last wmﬂﬁm Ant-
arctica was by way of . uane isl ﬁ
That was niinu%ﬁtlhn.mﬂﬂa suf

a wircless thro he bghi
agtrong. _ If whw the |
on the boat it would have inie
much with our scientific Progx

coming, bU



