MAWSONS NARRATIVE.

L

In a simple matterof-fact narrative,
which to a large extent hid his own heroic
achievements,. Dr. Mawson on Friday
night deait with the deaths oif Lieut. B.
- 8. Ninnis, of the Royal Fusiliers, and Dr.
X. Mertz, an expert Swiss ski runner. It

was a thrilling bui unostentatious explana-
tion of the great tragedy of the expedi-
tion. :
- “Further details concerning the eastern |
party which I mys#l{ led are of more im-
medinte concern on account of the loss of
life involved,” he began. ‘“The weather
conditions precluded extended sledging
journeys untd early in November, and it
was not until November 16 that a point on
the highlands 18 miles from winter quarct-
ers bad bDeen reached. From that time on
the weather markedly improved, and rapid
progress was made. My companions were
Lieut. Ninnis and Dr. Mertz, and the
party's object was a dash as far east as
possible in order to ascertain the pature
of the land in that direction. \We were
assisted by 16 dogs dragging a load of over
1,760 1. On the morning of December )
we found ourselves 4n lat. 6833 §S. and

long. 151.35 E., having covered a distance
af 311 miles. The track bad lain across

the highlands at no great distance ifrom
the coast over platean heights and cre-
vassed glacial depressions, three of which
had been encountered aggregating 9,000 ft.
of ascents and as much in descents. All
the members of the party were in the
highest of apirits, for though there had
been anxieties enongh occasioned by one
or other of the sledges breaking through
into small crevasses from time to time,
all trouble scemed then at an nd, fr we
bad arrived on the unbroken plateaun with
& clear sweep of eoast to the east, and it
was_inten to h.-ei a track at a_safe
distance to the south of the crevassed
evastal downfalla. i B
A Menacing Crevasse.

“We were in a position to make rapid
pregress, but as the Aurora was expecied
at winter quarters by the middle of Janu-
ary. only a few days more could be devoted
to the outward march. Decamber 14 was
a beautiful day of brilliant sunshice. tke
best during the whole journey, and we
were just reveling in it when the calamity
overtook us, Mertz had gone ahead on
aki as trail bresaker, and woa quiie quarter
of & mile in advance of mywelf and the
firet dog team. Close behind me cama

Ninnis with a select team of dogs dragging

THE TRAGIC JOURNEF.

Loss of His Companions,

Majesty of Love and Death,

Into a Yawning Abyss.

“Glancing behind I observed him swing
the leaders s0 as (o cross the crevasse at
ight angles to its length. Presently, whilst
meditating on our plans, I observed that
Mertz was casting back enquiring glances,
which led me to think that Ninnis mright
be having trouble with his dogs, - Looking
behind, what woas my astonishment when
nothing met my eyve but a great expanse
of snow and ice. Where was Ninnis and
his team? Then the possibilities of the
crevasse dasened upon me, and, hasiening
back, 1 came to a great hole in the suriace,
leading into a yawning abyss of great
depth. Presently Mertz arrived with the
dog team,  As our eves became aceustomed
to the dark hlue light from below, an in-
jured dog was observed caught on a ledge,
and he presenily bogan to moan. Some
other fragments were also observed at the
same spot, but no irace of our comrade,
‘who must have gone on down, to where
we knew nof, but certainly to an instan-
taneous death. We mjfed for hours,
answered only by the faint echo of our
own voices, The dog ceased to moan, and
an eecric stillness arose irom the depths,

The Resource of Necessity.

; “All the rope left me was of no avail
0 reach the ledge 50 ft. below, where the
remains of one or more dogs and a few
S8CraAPs nuﬁht have been secured, any of
which would have been of great value to
us 1n the position in which Mertz and I
 were left.  The sledge that remained had
on 1t only one and a half weeks' man-
food, and no food at all for the six dogs,
who were already woefully emanci-
ated, and «could not be expected
to help much. We would gladly
have exchanged the scientific in-

|

siruments and spare clothing for some of|

the food lost. Fortunately there was
eaved a spare tent cover, and a frame was
improvised by veing a pair of &ki and the
theodolite lega. Later on, a broken
spade was picked wup at an old camp.

Eating Dog.

“Deliberating on what was to be done, it
was decided that a descent to the frozen
se; would be dnnm:gl ar.:i account of
VY crevassing in that directi
wonld unduuhmﬁy' cause dcln“?ﬂ!m:g

the nature of the surfice the sea ice

along that coast was entirely unknown, and |’

iL was extremely bkely that it would be
breaking up.
IF:E there was a chance of obtaining seals
or food. It seemed to us, however, that
‘now we knaw the nature of the country be-
tween us and winter quurters, a return
Journey over the plateau, avoiding most of
the bad areas met with on the o
ey could be made in quick time, and
¥ ealing some of dogs the food supply

wou
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Dr. Mertz's Lﬂiﬁfqgs’__.,_ 1 |

“The food was apportioned on af
2 Uwing?g%ndalﬂl'br_had!:
weather, the ration had to be reduced fur-|

ther than had been :@hﬂm

were none Jeit. 1} _ |
they provided contaimed a mrnimum of}

Nevertheltss, early in the first week

from the hut.. XKor several .da .
Mertz had Ehngn-.n ﬂﬁiﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ t;h;.
alimentary system, re g from ih

short ral;i‘nns* 1 was affected likewise to|
a less extent. We were very ,wea_kabigﬁtp

want of food, and the weather 1;:! \bomi- |
nable, day after day n_ﬂ.bh}ﬂ. ut mﬂﬂ
falling and drifting snow, and the c I

cat difficulty.™ On _
came  evident to me . ti:t. my '\
comrade’s condition wWas mad ﬁ m{ .i
own. Even the best food we h i Iﬁe |
have the effect on Mertz expected. 4l
was very cheerful, however, :a:nd. we spent |
most of our time talking of distant rﬂhthé: )
rants and the meals we would bave togemm. 1
on reaching civilization. A Dbetter oo
panion I could not “have _Wﬂh,_ed '%Er:"h th

the same applied to Ninnis. They wére both |-

fine characters. ;
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Alone Among the Snows.

The weather was a little clearer onf
January 6, but owing to a ﬂ‘pmﬂ.;ﬁ;’ﬁﬂ !
which we could not see on abcount 0 e
falls were continuous. It wus uumi:_t_ Et, ont i
that Mertz muld_nfb roceed on 100 B |
with him on board the sledge, E:lﬁl:r e F
the help of the sail, prngreﬁh.mh St tes
much toil resulted in two and & Tich |t
only being recorded on the mitzfgr, w
mant certainly a less dstance #eﬂ“
zoal, for: ;t waﬁmmﬁlbzgumdﬁft.
ugh course. Ui :
;m gf January 7 Mertz's cﬂnﬂ_lt&ﬂtl.lﬁz- |
came much worse, and about ﬂjbl;:ﬁ'ﬂ1 :
January 7-8, he passed away to that bourney

Close Fight with Starvation.|
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