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BRAVE MEN GO TO THEIR DEATHS

CHARTING THE UNENOWN LANDS.
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Dy. Mawson last night relate; in fuller
Jeitaal the story of deaths of Lieu-
enapt B. S, Ninnig (of the Royal Fusi-
jers) and Dr, X. !-!Pert:, an expert Swiss
8kl runner. “Furthe, delails,” he sa-2,
“eoncerning the ecastern party which 1
myself leg are of more immediate con-
cern on account of the loss of life in-
xolved. The weather conditions preclud.
ed extende; sledging journies until early
in November, and it was not until Nov-
ember 16 that a point of the highlands
18 miles from winter quarter. had been
reached. From that time on the weather
remarkably impmnﬁy and rapid pro-
m Wag made. companions were
tenant Ninnis and Dr. Mertz, and

the partg;. object was a dash as far east

a8 possible in order to ascertain the na-
ture of the lang in that direction. Wa
wero assisted by 16 dogs, dragging a load
of over 1700 Ib. On the morning of De-
cember 14 we found ourselves in latitude
68.55 south anq longitude 151.35 east, hav-
ADg covere, a distance of 311 miles. The
frack had lain across the highlands at no
gredt distance from the coast over pla-
teau heights and crevassed glacial de-
pressions, three of which had been en-
countered aggregaling 9000 ft. of ascents
an; as much in descents. ‘All the mem-
berg of the party were in the hichest of
ELirits, fo, ocugh there had been anxie-
ties enough occasioned by one or other af.
the sledges breaking through into ema'l|
Clevasses from time to time all' trouble
feemed then ai an end, o, we had ar.
rived on the unbroken platean with g
clear sweep of coast to tha eaet aad. it
was intended {6 keep a frack'at ‘a sato
distance to the soutl: of ithe crevidsed
coastal downfalls,
How Ninnis Died.
“We were in a position to make rapid
Progress, bul ng the Aurorn was expect-
ed at winteT guarters by the middle of
January only a few days more couly be
devoled to the outward march. D&fﬁl‘ll-J
ber 13 wias a beautiful day of ‘I.‘:nrilli::..m1
ganehine, the best.during the whole jour-
ney and we were just revelling in it when
toe ealamity overtook us.  Meriz had
Eone alitay on ski as_trail breaker and
Was quile a quarter of a mile in advance
of myself and the first dog team. Olose
behind me came Ninnis with a seloct
team of dogs dragzing a eledge on which
were packed the more vital necessities,
This arrungement haj been adopted be-
~Au=® it was thougbt that if any Wig to
suifer by crevasses it would be the first
sledge.
“Soon after moon, beleving that’ we
werp outside the dJdanger-zome, I was

Ereally surprised fo observe the outline
Of & Crevasse crosslnr our track ob-
liquely. It was oaly very faintly indi-
cated by a slight depression in the sur.
face. and Mertz had crossed without re-
gaTdlng it as speclally dapgerous. My
leam wag or op of ib before baing awars
of @ma fact; but 1 do nol rememder boing
epeclally anxious, for we bad already
fegoiinled scores of erevasses, However.,
&3 'was e custom, I called dack “'Cra-
yasse'' 20 pul Nionls on  his guard.
Glancing behind 1 odierved him swing
pKhe leaders so as to crosa’ the cTevasse
~L Tight angles to its length. Presently
s hile meditating on our plans T observed
that Mertz was casting back cnquiring
Blxnces, which led me to thiak that
Nianis.aight de having troudle with his
dogs. Looking bebind, whet was my
Sslonishment when nothing mei my eye
DU a great expanse of snow and fice.
Where was Ninois and hls team? Then

e pommibilitica of Lhe eravasse dawned
Bpen me. and hastening back I came to
B greatl Role In the surlace leading Into
& yawning sbyes of great depth. Pre.
seatly Moriz arvived with the dog team.

“proornT TEGES of Food Supply.l

“All the rope left was of mo ayall to
ﬂlﬂhlmﬁ' ledge 150 ft, Dbelow, where tov
remafns of oae or more dogs and a few
scraps might have been secured, any of

wh]rh vould haye been of great _Nalu_a{
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rtn us in the position in which Mertz and
I were left. The sledge that remalned
had on it only one and a hall wcek's
man food and no food at all for the siX
dogs, who were already woefully ema-
clated and could ot be expected to help
much. We would gladly have exchanged
the sclentific Instruments and 8paro
clothing for some of the food lost, Ior-
tupately there was gaved a spare tent |
cover, and a frame was Improvised dy
using a spalr of skl and the theodolits
legs. Later oa a tbroken spade was

picked up at an old camp,.

Formulating Plans.

“‘Daliberating on what was toc be done,
it was decided that a descent to ‘Ly
frozen sea would be dapgerous on u:.
count of heavy crevassing in that direc.
tion, and would undoubtedly cause tie-
lay. Further, the nature of the surface
of the sea ice along that coast was en-
tirely unknown, and it was extremaly
likely that it would ibe breaking up. Oa
the other hand on sea ice there was n
chance of obtaining seal for food. It
seemed to us, however, that now we
knew the nature of the country beitwean
us and winter quarters, a return jour-
ney over the plateau, avoiding most «l
the bad areas met with on the outwari
journey, could be made in quick time,
and by eating some of the dogs the
food supply would last out.  After [ull
consideration the latter plan was adopted.
Nine hourg later I read the burial ser-
vice over the spot where Nionis had dis-
appeared. We then set our faces towards

the hut
Mertz Takes Ill.

“The {ood was apportioned on a mile-
age basis. Owing to delays by bad wea-
ther the ration had to be reduced further
than had been anticipated. The dogs
gave oul daily, so that soon there were
none left. The little flesh that they
provided contained a minimum of nutri-
ment, and was difficult to digest. Never-
theless, early in the first week in Jannary
we arrived at a point 100 miles from
the hut. For several days past Martz
had shown a derangement of the aiimea-
tary ‘syslem, resulting from these short
rations. I was affected likewise to a
less extent. We were very weak from
want of {ood, and the weather was abom-
ingble. Day after day there was nothiac
but dense falling and drifting snow, and
the cold struck home as it never doe-
when one is in good condition. Our.
last fow miles had been covered in short |
stages, with great difficulty |

Death of Dr. Mertz.

“On January 3 it became evident to
me that my comrade’s condition ' was
worse than my own. Even the best food
we hag did not have the effect on Mertz
expected, He was very cheerful, how-
ever, and we spent most of our time talk-
ing ot distant restaurants and the meals
We woulq have together on reaching civi-
Lisation. A better companion I could not
have wigheg for, and the same applied
to hmn}s_ They were both fine charac-
jw.;zs, 1hﬁe %urtface i'wa.s a little clearer on
January v, but owing to a gli - Bur-
f:“fe which we could not see &paa?cuunt
of Jr:ft.. falls were continuous, It was
Soon evident that Mertz could not pro-
ceed on foot, and with him on board the
sledge, even with the belp of the sail,
progress was slow, ang much toil resulted
in two and a miles only being re-
cozded on the meter, which meant cer-
talnly a Jess distance towards the goal,
for it was possible to steer only a very
‘ough course in the drift On the
morning of January 7 Meriz’' condition

came much wonse, and about midnight,
llmul.ry 7.8, he pasted away to that bourne
whence no travelley zeturns.

Mawson Pushes On.

., 'My own condition was such as to
‘hold out but little hope, but I determined
1o push on to the last, anticipationg that
(At least a recorg might be left in a posi-
tion likely to be passed over by search
LR i e g Ly ollowad, e
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OWn POWOIS coula nave TEssoiiite
Cialme. across a cache of provisiar
by a search parly, and -
these I was enableq ,? the hu
I was descending, the ice slopes: te
hut the Aurora was v on the he
zon outward bound. ¢ B

Messages by Wireless.
“The party left by Captain' Davig
the base o carry on the seientific ah
vations for anuﬁhﬂr_ﬂ'ﬁt :
search for the missing party was
when I decided to ree: . the ehip ¢t
gvireless.  The Aurora was fitted with 3
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| recaivin%_ set, b&ljt ha.d_;jnht-._." _
‘aratus for sending messages- It was
cautifully calm ﬁtiinqﬁu: *ﬁ‘} vening,
and we expected to be away eafly in the|
morning. ~ As the ship came in sight|
asgain, ~ however, the wing ¥ zose|
and  thers was no knowing,  of
course, how long it would continue
for, after all, the calm periods \aro few |
and far between except at the Geight]
of summer. I had learned from Xiose
remaining that great anxiety had bvwen|
expressed by Captain Dawis as to ¢
safety af the western party in ¢ ‘iV

"

15';-,'.
Wild, should they not be relieved tk \}\ |
year. In the n'hmn%a of exact in '3'_._.# a-|
uhan as 1o thancimumaunm-'-ﬂhi?é vhich|
that party were wintering, possible ¢
ficulties in relievin ﬂ',".m‘
the weather conditions in that locality,|
the special features of thlf'pll:kiﬂt
thereabouts from the point of navi i
tion, and finally the absence of sny in-|
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formalion as to the condition of the
ship, her coal supply, health of crew,
&c., I could do no other than leave the
decision as to further delay at the main
base to Captain Davis, who was ac-
quainted with all these defails;  Ac-|
cordingly, I sent a wireless m a 1o
the ship to the effect that I hoped the
position would allow of the Aurora re-
maining a day or two longer in the hope
of the weather m% leaving the ac-
tual decision to Captain Davis himsell.
Although this was sent repeatedly, 1t
does not appear to have been picked up.
As evening came on 'the barometer fell
and we saw no more of tl:l,&"?ml: 4
The year passed ever so
compared with the precedin
the weather proveqd even
for sleighing excursions. ~unger-
takings at a distance from the hut were
entered into in the late Enmmtﬁ Ly
on accounti of my condition, and partly |
because of a faint chance that the Aurora |
might return after relieving the western
base, there having been some suggestion
of this sort before the Eh'iﬁ:e departure. |
A wind velocity of 116 milles per nlOux
‘was recorded forthe average for one hour
in Julg, = -
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The Aurora's Returmn. 1
“‘Barly in the following summer M:
gan and Hodgeman accompanied me o
a short ‘sledging journey. It was onjj
the' ‘Yeturn, when descending ﬂl? IHLT
slopes leading to the hut at ﬂﬁﬁdﬂ'ﬁ .
on the evening of December 13, ih 9
descried a thin trail of gmoke oD
north-west horizon acquainting us
the approach of relief. el s

Scientific Research. =~
“Some days were Ep&nﬁtﬁ -iil .ﬁ."m“nj
wealth Bay previous to hinal ASRaivesss s
which event took place hurriedly Wm 1
circumstances typical of the 1“‘3 —w.:-*ij
Aurora being bundled out nec Iﬂm 7P
by a violent hurricane, The alr
ﬂfled with: enow, obscuring surroun and |4
objects, and it was due to the skill and |
experience of Captain Dlﬂs{h:i ;“ ﬁ :
out withs no further damage naa ==e)
loss of the motor llnundh_@wm*-? o4 b
taken along the con tal shelf s L
Adels Land, and & counse Was MM |
to the west, where we investiga
‘pack ice, took soundings, e
‘tures, and carried out

various
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