WIRELESS CRIPPLED BY CON-
| TINUOUS DAYLIGHT.

In explanation of the fact that there was
no news from the Antaretic base for so
. many wecks prior to the departure of the

expedition from civilisation, Dr, Mawson
. Baid:—"Wireless messages will travel hot-

ter by night than by day, and the fact
that from November until the time of our
departure there was continuons daylight at
the Antarctic base prevented the use of
the wireless apparatus there for the send-
ing of messages by the only possible route,
by way of the sub-Antarctic base, Mac-
quarie Island. Tt was impossible in the
conditions existing during the Antarctio
summer to send messages over such a dis-

tus at the Antarctic ba

. ship, because it would have been neces-
- sary to do away with the important declk.
laboratory devoted to the study of life
. . dredzed from the sea. A small ireless
. 1nstallation on the ship was in charge of
Mr. Sandell, who was previously at Mae.
quarie Island station, and for the success-
ful working of the Antarctic wirelees sta-
. tion, Mr. Bickerton, a member of the main
. base party was responsible more than any-
body else.
conditions. It was no small matter  to
attend to the aerial in a blizzard and to
. keep the masts up in a wind of 40 miles
- an hour. The last message from the Ant-
. arctic base was sent in November, but
after that daylight waa too strnnﬁ;"

In' reference to the reason w y Ade- -

l laide was made the first port of call Dr,
Mawson eaid he all along determined to
come first to South Australin, . “Moreover ™

| ' he added, “towards the last we were Work.
ing in a westerly direction, and when we
left the ice we were on a meridian half-
way between Africa and Australia.  We
could bave made Perth if we had wanted
to do so, but Adelaide was obviously our

| first port.”

course of a few davs the Aurora would
be open for publie inspection. At present,
the members of the party are busy trans-
ferring the collections from the ship.

CONGRATULATIONS FROM METHO-
DIST CONFERENCE.

Before any business was done at the re-
?mentaﬁre session of the Methodist Con-
erence on Friday morning, the President
(the Rev. G. Hall) suggested that a con-
ratulatory message should be sent +to Dp.

tance.  When we Jeft the wireloss apparn- |

. h ' 8¢ was diﬂmnntlﬂd,l
but it was impossible to erect 1t on the

He worked under very difficult | .

Dr. Mawson announced that in  thel

aws{nq m&ﬂ h";! E:rﬂé on ﬂl’éir safe  re-
turn from the Antarctic. e suggestion
was adopted with enthusiesm,

Ry i il I

it was about 1000 miles from our main

- $nxlous fokend ntws.
- but to have established the lar nt | diti
on board the Aurora would have inter|to m

THE ANTARGTIG

DR. MAWSON DETAILS SCIENTIFiC RESULTS |

EXPEDITION

B ————

: \
, SUMMARY OF SPLENDID ACCOMPLISHMENTS

SLEIGHING IN NEW REGIONS.

Doctor Mawson yesterday morning communicateg to the press what he des-

€ribed a5 3 terst statement of work aocomplished by the expedition.

aa follows :—

First—The successful negotiation by the ship of

It reads

Antarctic packice, in a

. freeh sphere of action. where conditions were practically anknowa, resulting

"in the discovery of noew lands and is)

Second.—The establishment of lands never before sighteq

ands.
of two Antarctie

wintering stations, separated by an airline of one ihousand miles. At these

stationg scientific programmee Mhave been conducted, in one case for a pavud
of one year, and in the other exlepring over two years.

Third.—Journeys made over seaice and platean in Tegions = never before
sledged over, at main base aggregaling two thousand four hundred miles, at

weslern base 800 miles,
porting parties, or relay work.

Theos figures do not includa depot journeys, sup-
Land has been followed through 33 degrees

of longitude, 27 of which have been sledged over.
Fourth.—The establishment:of a party at Maequarie Island, the sub-Antare-

tic posszession of ‘the Commonwealth; spending two years in mapping and in-
vestigating the island; acting as a wireless connecting link with the Antarctic
conditions daily 10 the Commonwealth |

main base and communicaling weather
meteorological office for immediate ps®

Filth—0ceanographic
trawlings, prosecuted from the ship in d

tiea and along the Antarctic continental shelf.
fully conducted to a'depth of two miles : :
Bas been indicateq through the 55 deSTees of longitude,

investigations, chiefly of the nature of soundings and

1

in preparing forecasts,

epths beiween Ausiralia and Antarc-.
- Trawlings have. been success-
By soundings, the continental shelf

WORKING THE WIRELESS

LY,

A NIGHT

JOB ONLY

|

'

ANTARCTIO DAY PREVENTS OPERATIONE.

-

The absence of wireless news from ther
main base of the Australian exploratory|
party in Antarctica during the last few
months was explained by Dr. Dawson
yesterday. ‘'You cannot send wireless
messages in daylight,”’ he remarked.|
“They will only travel in the night Mid-
summer in the Antarclic regions means
continuous daylight, and consequently
we were unable to communicate. with
Macquarie Island during that period.
It is possible to send messages a short
distance during the day, but the range
is increased at night. As the crow flies

base to the §siand. We did not touch
at the Macquario-stalion on the home- |
ward journoy, as our operations along
the . western Antarctic coast took  tne)
Aurora d{owards Africa, Consequently
wo ivers unhble to send messages to
Australia through the island. Our only!
hope would have been to have erocted
the wireless apparatus, dismantleg when
we left the base, on board the veasel,
but there was insufficient room. We did
put up a4 small

wo ware unable to seng messagos until |
‘we got right into tha gull. Wo were|
| the large plant|

~ fered with our scientific programme. It Xog

o deck laboratorics, whic
Ml dn. working upnthe v
nimals brought

bottom of tho ees. Ac I hav

would have taken up the space of one|
of th wera 50

r}
-

‘wag only effective at a short ra Ll

“Mr. Sandell, who was in chargs of
oporations on Macquarie JIsland, and
was relieved when the Government etafl
took control, was the wireless operator
on board ship. For the successfu]l work-
ing of the Antarctic wireless plant Mr.
Bickerton was responsible more than
anybody else. Down there the work was
performed under very difficult conditions,
IL was extremely hard to atiend to the
aerials, and keep the masts up in win
blowing at 40 mﬂm an hgur,' ' 1 VEr
tﬁ'ingt.imgu W‘."' .1*-- v | T

“We got a message through about the
middle of November last, but it was
quite & ‘freak.’ The daylight by that
time was getting too strong. It is not
until about the middle of February that
favorable conditions for wireless op
tions bégan to come round - Vil
Regarding the
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