“the natur "t country between
¢ and winter qua 'a return journey
¢ the plateau, avoiding most of %lm bad

peas mwet with on the outward journey,
. could be made in quick time, and by eat
ing some of the dﬁ the food supply would
~ Jast ont., After full consideration the lat-
ter plan was adopted. Nine hours later I
read the burial service.
faces towards the hut,

Starvation Rations.

The food was apportioned on a mileage |

basis. Owing to delays by bad weather,
the ration had to be reduced further than
bhad been anticipated. The dogs gave out
daily, so that soon there were none left.
The little flesh that they provided con-
tained a miimum of nutriment and was
difficult to digest. Nevertheless, early in
the first week in January wae arrived at a
point 100 miles from the hut. For several
days past Mertz had shown a dumugemr.-nt.J
ol the alimentary system resulting irom

We then set our|

these short rations. I was affected like-
wisne ta a lesser extent. We were very
wenk from want of food, and the weather
w4 abominable: day after day, nothing but
dense falling and drifting snow, and the
coll struck home as it never does when
giiv ix in good condition. Our last few
miles bad been covered in short stages with
great difficulty.

Death of Dr. Mertz.

Op January 3 it became evident to me
that my comradé’s condition was worse
than my own. Even the best food we
" bad did not have the effect on Mertg ex-
pected.  He was very cheeriul, however,
7 and we spent most of-our time talking of
distant restaurants and the meals we
1 wuulld £ hmn':A together on  reaching
civilisation. companion
counld mnot have wished for, and
the sume applied to Ninms. They
were both fine characters. The weather
was a little clearer on January 6, but owing
" to a shppery surface, which we could not
sec on account of drft, falls were_con-
tinuous. It was soon evident that Mertz
could not mroceed on foot, and with him
on board the sledge, even with the hellz
of the sail, progress was slow, and much
toil resulted in two and a half miles only
being recorded on the meter, which meait
certainly a less distance towards the goal,
for it was possible to steer o a VeTy
rough course in the drift. On the morn-
ing of January 7 Mertz" condition became
puch worse, and January

78, he passed away to that bourne from
which no traveller I;attirns_

Dr. Mawson Almost in Despair.

My own condition was such as to hold out
but little hope, but I determined to push
on to the last, anticipating that at least a
record might be left 1 a position likely 10
be passed over by search parties. Of the
month that followed, engrossed on the one |
hand by a close fight with starvation, and
on the other with a war on the miles that
iny ahead. I do not wish to be reminded.
What made it most difficult was the fact
thut it snowed and drifted almost every
day. CUrossing the badly crevassed ice of
the Mertz glacier under those conditions,
t me with only a chance of success. Tt
Was io n crevasse there where [ came
Nearest Lo again meeting my comrades.
tually, in a more miraculous way than

my own powers could have accounted, I
came across a cache of provisions left by a
search party, and with the help of these I
was enabled to gain the hut. As I de-
scended the jco slopes to  the hut the
Aurora wis visible on the horizon outward

3Rou.nd. .
At the Main Base.

‘The party left by Captain Davis at the base
10 carry on the scientific observats for
Bisting purty, wete oiad whee T deiod o

PUrty, were glad wi deaided to
recall the ngm by wireless. The Aurora
was fitted with a receiving set. but had not|
(e necessaary apparatus for sending mes-
ﬁm It was a utifully calm afternoon

cvemng, and we expected to be away
Iy in the morming. Ay the ship came in

1 mulﬁu no other tila.n leave the decision

as to further delay at the main base to
Captain Davis, who was acquainted with
all these details, Accordingly I sent a
wireless message t0 the ship to the effect
that I hoped 153;- ition would allow of
the Aurora remaining a day or two longer,
in the hope of the weather calming, leay-
ing the actual decision to Captain Davis
himself, = Although this was sent re-
peatedly, it does not appear to have been
picked up.  As evemng came on _the
parometer fell, and we saw no more of the
vessel.
A Weary Year. 9

The year passed ever so slowly us compared
with the preceding one, and the weather
proved even less amta.bip for sledging ex-
cursions.  No undertakings at a distance
from the hut were entered into in the late
summer, partly on account of my condition,
and Iu.rJ_:f because of a faint chance that
the Aurora might return after relieving the
western base, there having been some sug-
gestion of this sort before the ship's de-
parture. A wind velocity of 116 miles
per hour wuas recorded for the average for
one hour in July. Early in the following

summer, Madigan and Hodgeman accom- |

panied me on a short sledging jourmey. It
was on the return, whey descending the
1ce slopes leading to the hot at 11 o'clock
on the evening of December 13, that we
descried » thin trail of smoke on the north-
west horizon acquainting us with the ap-
proach of relief.

“Bundled Out"” by a Hurricane.

Some days were spent 1in Commonwealth |

Bay previous to final departure, which
event took place hurriedly under circum-
stances typieal of the place, the Autora
being bundled out neck and crop by a vio-
lent hurrvicane.  The air was filled with
snow, obscaring surrounding objects, and
't was due to the skill and experience of
Captain Davia that we got out with no
further damage than the loss of the motor
launch.  Dredgings were taken along the
Continental sheif off Adelie [and, and a
course was then set to the west, where we
investigated the pack-ice, took soundings,
senal temperatures, and carried out tow-
netting at various depths, and dredgings.
It was a disappointment to find the ico
conditions worse than on either of the
prévious cruises, but we were able to add
~much detail to the former work. Very
striking ice formations were met, of which
' Hurley obtained splendid photograph and
cinematograph records.

Gathering Lacking Data.

Regarding the operations of the expedi-
fion, our plans, 1t will be remembered,
were to investigate the remaining unknown'
portions of the Australian quadrant of
Antarctica, together with subsidiary work
in the intervening regions, the whole to
supply a deéplv-needed want in the know-
ledge of the regions to the south of Aus-

and of which almost nothing is known.
Of couree, T do mot include the eastern ex-
tremity of the Australian quadrant—the
Ross Sea area—concorning which great
detail has come to hand irom the wmany
expeditions that there have found a con-
vement landinggplace for the achievement
of the south geographic pole. The inte-
resting and far-reaching.  results accruing
from those r.-:fwc.l-it.in:ms only. served to-
u

heighten the value of data lacking from the
great region to the west.

Australia’s Natural Heritage.
The results of our two years’ work supply

information which fills this gap and com-
| pletega survey of the salient features of the
adrant.  Surely, it is only right that
neighboriex. lands, in this case a natural
heritage of Australians, shonld not remain
@ terra ncognita, and with it be sealed up
scientific facts of jmportance in the inter-
pretation of problems in  the homeland.
By earrving the Uion Jack, and, in partici-
lar, the Commonwealth flag, from the
already explored arcas in the east to the
western extremity of the quadrant, we have
clinched & claim upon its future. - The new
-I.gud.n_qunrered and the areas traversed by
edging journays utiract attentiop, but it
’:“ ; :Ie mgunb:f urﬂ&ﬂ;r Em;}hrded data, ne-
_ 1 by sea and land, that must even-
toally elaim regard, Thm-mttuu:ﬁll be
:Epgml_hd better at a later date, when
they have been elaborated. W are Jook-
ing forward to making preliminary state-
ments relating to them before the British
inuh_hnh at its meeting in Australis in

traha, at the threshold of which we live, |

| speak. IDProfeasor
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A BRIEF RECORD OF

| RESUIL_{,.*‘ T

Dr. Mawson on Friday morning! com e
nicated to the Dm:&gﬂ ndart il
as a terse statement of the work sescem
plished by the exp
follows;— ,
First—The successful negotia
ship of Antarctic pack-ice in a
of action, where conditions wer
unknown, resulting in the dis
lands and islands. R

Second.~The establishm

edition, which'read sy

"
L

J
[ L ol
% ol
L‘- . --:

.tl.. 1‘

arctic wintering stations separsted .
airline of one thowsand mil :’l:i ' on
lands never before sighted! At thess «ta.

tions scientific programmes have been ton.
ducted, in one case for & period of ond
vear, and in the other *":j:-;“._-
YCATA, SRaeEs | -

2 |
Thivrd.—Journeys made qvm_:m‘
plateau in regions never before glo

over—at  main  base, ratil ‘I‘H
thousand fqulr'hun@ro:[ mﬂ::nlﬁ atern
base 800 mwiles, which figures do not in-
clude depot journeve, supporting parties,
?}r rr:la}:r 3;-*:::;‘1:. lé.n]nd' !'t“d :tu;_i wved
wrough eg. .of longtude, 27 of whick
- have Eam?n gledged m'E:'.EI f'.ﬁ"l:f;';. R s
Fourth.—The establishment of a p rty
at Macquarie Island, sub-Antarctic posses-|
gion c%l" the (,hmr?ﬂnwml_t.h, and the b
ing of two years’ mapping ind investigat
ing the island, and aﬂﬁﬁg a8 wireless con-
necting link with Antaretic main base. and
communicating weather conditions daily to
Cmuuglﬁn{.vealth Meﬂurulaﬁmlm  for
amediate use in aring forecasts.
Tifth, oo OcennopranbIR L SN Ao
chiefly of the nature of soundings and
trawlings prosecuted from the ship o
depths between Australia and Aptarctics
and ‘along the Antarcti¢ continentil lllelf:]
Trawlings have been successiully conducted
to depths of two miles. By soundings the
continental _shelf has been ' indi ’
through 55 deg. of longitude. =
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THE UNIVERSITY REGEPTION.
A QITIZENS %G m; '".

A special congregatioy _members
of &tlfémﬁni':?;ﬁﬁeﬁiu been arranged by

the council of the University for onday
at 2.156 for the purpose © mﬁ“..“‘gi

cellency, « the Governor-General bas »e

formal welceme to Dr. Mawson.
. ia i Ia :- & - # ]

cepted the invitation of the council to be

T s

resent. The Prime Minister and
Ninister of External Affairs, the Pmnnﬁl mier
of the States of New :Sm Wﬂﬁ&‘&l‘:
If;:-:'ia;l. _m_tgﬂdﬁguthtm.& ; ;ha;:ﬁéellnr
een  invi o attend. ' The C |
(Sir Samuel Way) will preside and de-

liver an address of welcome. The Gover-{
nor-General, Dr. Mawson,. Prcfﬂ:liﬁ %!z
son, of Melbourné, and utﬁeﬂ?mﬂ h{
the express this mor ing.,_’ﬂm;lﬁﬁnm of
mombcr:-a of the University called 'E _
the officcal notice appearing i fﬂf&numi
vertising columns. A meeting of th it
¢cil was held on ¥Frd lftqmm%i.l? =4
arrangements made for the gat mﬁ* oD |
the previous afterncon were confirmed. |
The citizeng will be afforded an oppo
tunity on Tuesday of .nml:ﬂ}llsnlﬂ_- et
come to Dr. Mawson and his' co ﬂi‘“} el
as the Mayar, (M- ablia’ moeting to b}
cel ca lic moeiing 1o T
guh‘l in the Town J lfibl the purpose. -
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NGRATULATIONS FROM
¥ MELBOU Ne oy L e

ciety:—"" i ¥ g
Aurora, Adelaide—Warmest A
from Rwl Gtﬂr:{lﬂﬂluﬂ

toria. e?]f;ﬂﬂr tﬁ‘f" “pasiel
ous work will have YAlUSDIA, S=
sults. Looking forward with
welcome you in hfelbﬁm :

I'demt*, : (% . A ;ﬁi- |



