~ dawned on me.

' DR. MAWSON'S
STORY.
TWO TRAGIC DEATHS

{THRILLING DESCRIPTION.

ISWALLOWED BY A
CREVASSE,

L

ALONE IN THE DESOLATE
WASTE.

————]

LONDON, February 27.
_ The “Daily Mail” publishes the follow-
g personal marrative from Dr. Mawson
concerming the tragie deaths of Lieuwtenant
Ninnis and Dr. Mertz:—
December 14 was a beantifnl day, and
Lieutenant Ninnis, Dr. Mertz, and myself
were in the highest spirits. Owing to our
arrival at an nnbroken plateau our troubles
seemed ended. Dr. Mertz was the tmil-
hreaker, a quarter of a mile ahead of my-
#elf and the first dog tecam; then came
dseutenant Ninmig with the sledge ocon-
faining our most vital necessaries. This
plan was adopted in order that the sledge
should not suffer if a crovasse werp en-
rounlered.
Unexpectedly I fonnd my team crossing
f crevasse, of which we had already nego-
tiated scores. T called out “Crovasse,” to

put Lieutenant Ninnis on his guard. Look-.

ang back soon afterwards in Ninnis' direc
tion, nothing met my eye but an expanso
of snow and ice. Then the possibility of
the crevasse having swallowed Ninnis

L called to Dr. Mertz. Hastening back,

Wwe came to a yawning abyss. When our
eyes were accusiomed to the dark blue light
we saw a dog moaning on the ledge 150 ft.
below. There was no trace of Ninnis.
Hours were spent in calling for him, with-
out an answer. The dog ceased moaning,
and an eerie stillness rose from the
depths.
- The remaining sledge contained only 14
weeks' man's food and none for the six
doge. We improvised a tent from a tent-
cover and a pair of ekis.

Nine hours after the accident T read the
- buria] service and we started on our ro-
turn. The dogs gave out daily, and we
used them as food, but there wus no nutri-
ment in the flesh and no marrow in the
bones. On New Year's Day we were 100
miles from the hut. Mertz was very weak.
Dense snow fell daily. Mertz was very
cheerful, and I could not bhave wished for
- & bettor companion. On January 6 Morts
SR
- with much toil a distance of 24 mi .

Martz died at midnight on January 7.|

- My own condition offered little hope, but|

X was determined to push on, not wish.
- ing to be reminded of what was to follow.
- Tor & month it snowed daily, Several times

Jope. I was scarcely able to climb
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PRAISE FOR DR. MAWSON

. A MODEST AND MOVING
) NARRATIVE.

I'he “Daily Mail,” commenting on Dr,
Maweon’s story, says:—* It is touched with
the majesly of love and death, and reveals|:
the sacrifices the men of our race are pre-
pared to make in pursuit of scientific know- |
ledge and their readiness to face death in
an unselfish cause. The impression made |
by Scott's gtory is confirmed by Dr. |1
modest, moving narrative.
Nothing in the whole story of Antarctic
exploration compares with Dr. Mawson’s
solitary journéy through an unutterabiy

Mawson's

savagze waste.'’

Sir Ernest Shackleton, in reply to an
Interviewer yesterday, said that Dr. Maw-
son was a born leader of a Polar expedi-
a great
leader. The manner in which the ship was
negotiated in pack ice was due to Captain
Davis’ splendid seamgnghip. Captain Davis

tion. He had every quality of

would be capable of caution when caution

was needed and of going rboldly ahead if

the occasion demanded,

“BRILLIANT PAGE IN
. POLAR HISTORY.”

THE DEAD EXPLORERS.
LONDON, February 26.

The ‘“Eweming Standard,” comment
fng - on the  story ublished by Dr.
Mawson, states that although the tragedies
connected with the work of the expedi-
tion were eclipsed by those which over.
whelmed Captain Scoft and his comrades,
the world will not willingly let die the
story of the heroic struggles of Dr. Maw-
¢on, and the late Dr. Mertz, after the sad
death of Lientenant Ninnis. ““There are
few more brilhant pages in polar history,”
the “Standard” declares.

THE STORY IN DETAIL.
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HOW LIEUTENANT NINNIS
AND DR. MERTZ DIED.
DR. MAWSON’S TERRIBLE
PLIGHT.
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VALUABLE DATA SECURED,

Dr. Mawson Jast night made nl'm&mlmt
which amplified the cable message received
from London as to the incidents of the fatal
sledging journey, and added forther in-
Zormation of interest. He said:—

Further details concerning the eastern
party, which I myself led, are of more
immediate concern on account of the loss
of life involved. The weather oconditions
precluded  extended sledging journeys until
early in November, and it was not until
November 16 that a point on the high-
Jands 18 miles from winter quarters had
been reached., Frow that time on the
weather markedly improved and rapid pro-
gress was made. My companions wera

- Lieutenant Ninnis and Dr. Merts, and the

party’s object was a dash as far cast aa
possible in order to ascertain the nature
of the land in that direction. We weore as

isted by 16 dogs dragging a load of
::‘er 1,700 1b. On the morning of Decem-

her 14 weo found o
deg. S. and . longitude 15135 E., havin

_vovered a distance of 811 miles. The tra

had lain across the at no great

urselves in Jatitude G853
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aggregating 9,000 ft. of ascents and as |
mr;imcmtl._ .ﬂ! the mun;em of the
party were in the highest of spirits, for
though there had been anxieties _ n:
casioned one or other of the sleds
breaking through into small erevasses from

time  to time all trouble scemed then at

an ¢nd, for we arrived on the " un-
hmktrﬂ:; pgtmu thhnd a clear ﬂcﬂ:ﬂ of
const to the east, and it was intended to
keep a track at a safe dj:t:m:: the

south of the crevassed coastal awﬁ.m.

In the Best of Spirits. Ey

We were in a
yrogress, but as the Aurora was expac

ut - winter quarters by the middle of Janu-
ary, only a few davs more could
devoted to the outward march. December
14 was a Deautiful day of brilliant sun-
shine, the best during the whole journey,
and we were just revelli in it w%un gl
calamity overtook us. ertz had gone
ahead on ski as
myself and the first dog team. Close
bebind me came Ninnis with a eelect {eam
of dggs dragging a sledge on which were
packed the more vital necessaries,  This
arrangement had  been  adopted be-
canse 1t  was thought that 1if - any
was  to  suffer Crevasses it
would be the firat gledge.
Soon after nmoon, believing that we were
ouiside the danger zone, 1 was greatly sur-
prised to observe the outline of a crevasse
crossing our track obliquely. Tt was only
vory faintly indicated by a slight depres
sion in the
without regarding it as specially dangerous.
My team was on top of it before being
aware of the fact, but I do not remember
heing specially anxious, for we had already
nrgotiated scores of crevasses, However
as was the custom, T called back “Cres

Nasse' to l_1)1:11:. Nionis on his guard. Glanc-

iug behin observed him swing the
leaders =0 as to . cross the crevasse at
right angles to its length.

Where Was Ninnia?

Trescntly, whilst meditating on our plans,
I observed that Mertz was casting back en-
quiring glances, which led me to think that
Ninnis might be baving trouble with his
dogs.  Looking behind, what wis my
astooishment when nothing mat mi eye
hit a great expanse of snow and ice.
\Where was Ninnis and his team? Then
the possibilities of the crevasse dewned
upon me, and hastening back I came to
a great hole in the surface leading into
a yawning abyss of great depth. FPre
sently Mertz arnived with the dog team.
hecame accustomed to the
dark  biuve light from  below an in-
Jured dog was observed ocaught on
A ledge, and he presently began
to moan. Some other fragments were
also observed at the same spot, but no
trace of our comrade, who must have
rone on down to where we knew not,
ut certainly to an instanlaneous death.
We called for hours, answered only by
the faint echo of our own voices. The
dug ceased to moan, and an ecerie still:
ness arose from the depths.
A Terrible Position. 4
All the rope Teft was of no avail to reach
the ledg;e 150 ft. below, where the ve
mains of one or more dogs and & few
reraps might have been secarcd, afiy of
whhﬁ: would have been of great walue
10 us in the position in which Mertz and
1 were left. The sledge that remuined
had on it only one and a_ half 'QE
man-food, and no food at all for the six
dogs, who were already woefully ema.
cinted and could mot be
much, . We would
the scientific ins
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