’-&h soris of rumors commence {o circu-
when people are taken aback. We
had on instance of this on Wednesday
night. The sudden newg of the Ayrora
being in sight of Cape Borda caused
3t o be gaid that the vessel would arrive
at the Semaphore anchorage about 6 a.m.
on Thursday. Now the Aurora can do
only about seven knots per lhoudr at her
~very best, and it is evident that fow ook
mio consideration the fact tna.  she
mwould be doing iar from her bes: on the
Iun up the coast. In the first place she
woitld not be too well stocked with coal
and wonld have to economise. Secondly,

her three months' sojourn in the Antarc.
tic would be responsible for a fine collee-
tion of marine growths on her ae:l ant
‘sides, and this would take at iedst & knot
off her speedi Taking uverz:.hiqg inio
comsideration, therefore, + the Aatora
monld have been doing remarkably well
to knock out six knotg hour, ‘A9 a
matier of fast she did only about five ¢x-
cept when sall was hoisted and advan-
tage taken of a spanking sou-westerlv
breeze to get a bit of a Inck up the gulf.

Hepresentatives of “The Daily Herad”
Jost no time in locating themselves at Lhe
Semaphore. All Wednesday nign: two of
them kept watch and ward at the signal
stalion, praving the chilly atmospliate,

‘and thankful indeed for the steaming

. pened, for at 215 p.m. a black smudge
- powariul teleécope in the

- steamn launches were

Jeadiness o cart off and hurmry out w
Ineet the newecomer, On board the
Mfﬂonqﬂ#pﬂhem Captain Richasd.
- son, Messrs. €. R, Hodge (R ar ot
- the University, esentin Chan-
~cellor (Sir Samuel Way), F- A. Robert
son (Dr. Mawson's eadet at the Univer-

cups ©of tea brewed by a sympatoetic
Bignalman. Nothing wa, seen of ‘i
Aurors, bul 1t was a fine opportunity ot
viewing “‘ships that passed in the night”
Day broke over a eea like glass with uot
& sign on the horizon to indicate ‘where
the Antractic vessel might be trudging
along. Then Captain Richardson. the
pilotin-charge, happened along and his
dicium was that the Aurora wouid .bhe
going very well indeed if she made the
Toadsiead by noon, Just to make éure
run out in the gulf on board the launch
Fremier was undertaken, ang on the way
Pilot Hendersod was picked up {rom the
Mfasbiona, which vessel he had takcn ont
# an anchorage.. i
 Eight o'clock came, and with it Yreak-
fast for the reporters. Then 10 a.m., ag
whe news that the Aurora had passea
Cape Troumbridge anq might be expecied
to come int osight about 2 p.n. thoso|
shrewd judges of time and ‘place, the
Ppilols, were not far wrong as it hap-

#ppeareq on the distant skyline ang the
: lookout station
made it cut to be the long-iocoked-for
Aurorz- Half an hour later the smudge
Biad become a big black dot, which grew
-dfger and iaiger as one watched it Tt
wWas the Aurora right enough, At 3.15
P-m. shie hag matenalised out of the hazy'
distance ang uppeared 1o be making
good headway with a favarable breeze
and following sca. A little while aftor-
warae, when the distance had decreazed
sulliciently for her lines o Lo giscﬂrnud '
it conld be seen that Captain Davis had
not rehed vpon steam power alonme, but
fNad causey a foretopssil o be set, and
this was adding at leiast a couple  of
knots to the little ship's register.
At the end of the Semaphoro Jetiy
there was considerable bustle.  Three |
puffing away in

, Richarq Correll (father of Mr. P.
Cortell, 3 member of the expedition),

| of
n (who Is a'elose personal friend
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'COURTESIES’ IN THE ROADSTBAD.

— e,

board the Aurora
nave remuarked to themselves he
wonder{ul contrast between the
South Australian summer day and the
gloom of the Antarctic might from whica
they had just passed. 1t was an after-|
noon of blue and gold. Certainly Nature
did her part in welcoming the explorers.
the Aurora bowed gracefully to the cratu
surrounding he, dipping he nose into the
brine of South Australian waters, and
throwing cascades of glitlering drops
back from the heavily sheathed bow sud

wave-worn sides. On the poop the mem

boerg of the party congregategq and dis-
cussed a number of remarkably fine to-
matoes which Captain Anderson, who
was acting as pilot to the Aurora, had
plcked that morning in his own garden
and taken aboard, The voyagers ate tne
rich req spheres with a zest that told
of a long abstinence from anything so
palatable. All the time greetings were
being exchangod with the passengers on
the accompanying launches, and not a
little chaff was hurled at the explorers
because of the genercus proportions some
of them have attained since last they
were geen in Adelaide, 1n several cases
(t was apparent that the period of gepara-
on between the man and his Sunday
apparel had been a long one. aining
soams and sleeves and trouserlegs that
Had grown too short evidenced the fact
that wen do not shrink in the Antarctic.
Nor digd-one have to cast more than a
cursory glance to see that cach and overy
oné was in the pink of condition. They
looked more like a party of voung fel-
lows who had been on a haliday jaunt
rather than daring adventurers who ),ad
braved the perils of iceboung geas, frost-
Dite, starvation, and treacherous crg-
vasses fo a couple of years past.

Everybody wag looking out for the lead-
er, Dr. Mawson, . and ne did not keep
them waiting long. A lithe athletic figure.
clad in o Norfolk suit and white flannel
trousers, sprang up the ladder leading
to Lhe bridge, and waveq his hand to s
welcoming friends. It was the docior.
and he looked as well, if not beticr,
than he did when he staried on his ex.
,;_.;edz*.-mu in 1911, He seemed to be vory

usy.
he went and spoke to his comrades aus-
sembled aft. The nature of that little
confab was learned by
lirtle later, when a difficulty in obtaining
terviews became apparent. :

By this time practique

must  surely

granted, and the reporters had climbed
the Aurora's side.
for Dr, Mawson, and, my, what a work
of art it was to catch nim. A deter-

mined sally preventeq his rotreat over
the side of the vessel

“Say, doctor—"

.‘Em_t. the reporter got no further,
~ “I'm sorry, ho;.'sr but really you can't
Anterview me now.”

“W%:';r, doctorp Have you sold your

. “Yﬂ, t‘hatrt it-"
. "“And iVs exclusive.”

“It is. But see me this evening at the
South Australian. I might have some-

ng 1o tell you then.” And, without
further ado, the doctor closed the con-
versation by nimbly shinning over into
the walting launch.

The Aurora steamed off towards Port
Adelaide. As she did the $ramp steamer
Prophet, outward bound, paseed her, and
there was an exchange of nautical

Running down from the bridge, |

the pressmeén a|

had been;
A Dbeeline was made |

.and into the Cus- |
toms launch, and, suitcase in hand, he !
paused and smilingly faced his pursuers. |

" THE ARRIVAL OF THE AURORA
OR. MAWSON BECOMES #OYSTER” '

HAS SOLD HIS STORY TO LONDON PAPER
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DR. DOUGLAS MAWSON.

courtesies such as the of the
lﬂu.z. blast on the 'rhisﬂeijpalggg so forth.
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