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. After a long and perllous expedition, extending over two yoars and three
months, Dr, Mawson and Dis intrepid party have retumned from their greai
Antarctic explorstions, and thanks to the influence and thoughtfulness of the
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Samuel Way, South Australia has the honor and privi-
loge of being the fitst to welcome them back. Dr. Mawson's connection
with the Adelaide ‘University and the inclusion of at least two South Aus-
tralians in the party make it d—peeulia.rl;.- fitting that Adelaide should enjoy
the signal pleasure of being the first place to give the wanderers welcome
“home. The greeclingd yestexrday were hearty and wholesouled, but they aro
only the bezinning of the manifestations of joy and appreciation in Anstralia
of uhs splendid work which Dr. Mawson and (his assistants have accomplishied,
At present the full extent of what has been done cannot be known and realised,
but when the details have been published there can be no doubt that the
pame of Dr. Mawson will rank among the best of those who have devoted
themselves to Antarctic exploration.

At the outset it must be borne In mind that Dr. Mawson has not sur-
rounded himself with any dramatic effects appertaining to a rush 1o the
pole, but has applied bimself colely to exploration and scientific research
in that deSolate icy regiom. When the Aurors set out from Hobart in No-
vember, 1911, it was anticipated that the return journey would have Dbeen
made last year, but, though tho ship came back, through unavoidable 1mis-
adventure Dr. Mawson was left to endure another wintep in the icefields.
It was unfortunato but unavoidable. Thanks, however, to the installation of
wircless telography—that great marvel of modern science—the world has beeu
assured from time to time of the wellbeing of the explorer and his comrades.
Without these wireless consolations the general public would have endured the
gravest anxieties for the party's safety. But it has been spared all that, and
can now, with the most generous abandon, welcome the wanderers home. In
the unfeigned gladness of those rejoicings there is, however, a lone aof regret
for the untimely end of Lieutenant Ninnis and Dr. Mertz, wbo lost their
lives toward the end of 1912 and in the beginning of 1913 respectively, the
former falling into a crevasse and the latter succumbing to the severity of a
protracted Antarctic storm, They died like beroes, and the immortelles of
world-wide laments enshrine their memory, but the spontineous joyousness
of the homecoming salutations are still linged with the sorrow which the vacant
places engender.
~ Admiration of Dr. Mawson’'s efforls should be even greater than for Lhe
brilliant accomplishments of Amundsen and Scott, who resched the pole under
circumstances which will live in history probably when Dr. Mawson’s achieve-
ments are forgotten. The probabilities mye, however, that his explorations and
discoveries in Adele Land and his scientific observations during his two
.years sojourn in the Antarctic latitudes will be of more practical advantage 0
the world at large, and certainly the Bouthern Hemisphere, than all the
spectacular scampers for the mythical pole, which only enrich history with
examples of the physical courage, endurance, and dogged determination which
¢xist in some human beings. On the other hand, Dr. Mawson will endow the
“seiontific world with a wealth of reliable data, which will prove invaluable for
all time. Already those wlho returnedlust year have given some information
in Tegard to the explorstory work which had been concluded, but that will
be as nothing compared with the fulle. history of the expedition’s doingd which
Dr. Mawson will be able to impart. He will no doubt, supply ampler
detaiis of the disaster which befell Iaeutenant Ninnis and Dr. Mertz, and he
will also have much of interest to relate concerning his second winter in
Adelo Land. It was a season of more than ordinary Beverity, in which tre-
mendous difficulties ana perlis had 10 bhe faced and met, not with the resources
of a well.provisioned commissariat and a plentifully equipped outfit, but with
what was left of a larder depleted beyond calculation, and camp imple-
ment: and paraphernalis which already had lad their day. BSome of his
vicissitudes have heen hliﬂﬂ}" indicated ]_1:’- the wireiess wﬂrdg whicly
kopt the plueky leader in touch with the civilised world, but there is more to
be toltl of the privations endureg in ghaf Antarotic prison which the world is
greedy to hear. The story is sure to be full of interest, for the fascination of
those Arciic and Antarctic journeyings is all-pervading, and it grips all minds
in all nations. It is this world.wide interest which is provoking so many
journeys to the northern and southem snows in these days, and if o years
o come the glamor 8f it weaken and public interest wane, still the good
which has been done will not liave been in vain. The data they have col-
Jected will he the basis of future gcientific calculations, just as the obser-

vations and determipations of explorers like McDonall Stuart and McKinley
tfe boen the guids '“‘i direction of those who have undertaken the surveys
of the interior of Australis. However, in the public mind the clement of
physical courage is the dominating factor, und the usefulness of what bas
been accomplished ia Jargely lost sight of, o that, among the cchoing plaudits
which herald Dr. Mawson's Teturn but few will be inspirég by the realisa--
tion of he true value of all that ho has achieved. Perhaps ihat ia of little
" evnsequence so Jong @8 he zeceives the proper recompense and, yoc

i danntless courage, his enduring patience, his splendid leadership, a

ments. Ii he had not besn aesisted by o loyal party

wed the wuccess of @0 expedition which is acolaimed to-day -
lity and apj
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