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| Winds you get
oft the inland i
Any pact of the hut
| Ceives a  tremendous  wrench, and
| whole thimg creaks.  Jh s 4 most sémsa-
tional ence {0 be inside, and hear
{one of gales at work. "The houses
we ereclted were designed for the worst
mnd:}t;ﬁm, and, my word, they werd
“Why was it thab the wircless tele-
graphic apparatus of the Aurordi was not
}mrhling upon  her  return - journey?’-—
‘You've got fo remembeér thas there are
two tona of delicate stuff to handle and
erect.  Apart from that, there wus not
|| much ‘rcom on the Aurora.  Her accom-
| modation i8 very limited, and we needed
all the space f[or other purpos:s., In any
L | case, even if we had had the wicedless tele-
raph on’ board and in aperation, it would
ave meant only an ecarlier message by a
week or 10 days. Of  course, the Mae-
quarie Island station is stil there, The
Aurara . took three men down thers to
| mmanage ik As you must know, il is now
\in charge of the Fedemal Government. L
Lought o tell yom that the wirdless plant we
baid was, on the whole remarkably suceess-
ful, Thereweratimoswhon we could not use
it on account of th® hucricanes, 'but it was
always assuring to know that it was there
in case we wanted assistance, The troubld
was  that they drili enow cawe along
charged with eleetricity,’ and the wires
b gparkled and glowed. The whole thing
fizzled m such circumstances, and as the
code was by sparks you can understand the
dificalty. We did not know whether
veople were talking or whether it was the
biizzard outeide that was ratiling away.
No ghip can go to the antargtic without a
wireless outht.” :

“Did the Auror: have any narrow es-
capes this time?'—“Qh, yes; several very
nasiy ones. There were two exceedingly :
gsevere hurricanes that struelk the ghip, and
for a4 Hme disastrons® conseqitences
threatened. It was amainst these odds that
Cant. Davis showed his remarkable ekill
and calm as a navigator. It was wonder-
fal how heé got the ship through these ter
rible disturbaoces. T cannot say too mmuch -
im praise of his work. It scemed
impossible  upon oceasions to  be
Able  to puil the ghip through.
In the piteh dark the water wouald come
aboard absofulely frozen. You could ngt
'see¢ where you were going to. - One night
we came ioto eollisionm with an jeeberg. In
ordinary weather we would have seen it
20 or 30 yards away, but we did not know
of its presence uniil we heard the ship

. seratching its side against the ice. = She
Y was going as foll speed all the timi‘:."
8 “And what biave you to report in the
way of mineral discoveries? '—'Everything
" has to be big and rich to pay down there,
| bt we Eaw evidences of some marvellous
deposite. Obviously a lot is hidden by the
tce. A ot of the rocks we saw were similar
'to those on the south and west of Western
Anstraba—mostly  very aneient.  There
was an abundanre of cojper ores that are
very widely scattered. ' We fonnd no rich
. deposits. We zaw other stone scattered
alonz We coast showing big formations,
/but of course the ice covered pretiy
nearly everything.”
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