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journey was contintied on foot. The party
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which alid from thﬁmﬁe camp ab w, great

Eane. The total sledging from the main
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T Was 2100 miies, mostly in unprece:
dentedly bad mndibﬁs'ns_ both a ;
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the weather and the surface” i
=Death of Ninnes and Mertz.—

Dr. Mawson had stated definitely in a
letier lefc behi d that he would return
from sledging on January 13. Wheun Lhat
date passed without any appearance of
him no particular anxiety was felt for some
time, and his party was very strong.
Muwson, Mertz, and Ninnes were all of
splendid physique.  The two lastagmed|
ad had chavge of the dogs ever since they
were placad on the Aurora at the London
_ great success n
raining them for harness.” The party had
the advantage of 18 Greenland dogs to haul
their sledges. As the days went on and
Dr. Mawson ditl not return, doubt as to the
safety of his party loomed large, Sledge
parties were sent out searchingz.  'Wle
Aurora cruised along the eastern coast. a
kite wag flown, detonators wera fired at
trequent intérvals, and the jce cliffs were
scrutmnized. All the mmembers of the shore
party were anxious to leave the plice, but
their courage was  indicated by their
unanimously agreeing to  remain . behind
anotlier year,
the rescus of Wild's party, swho
focated on the ice barrier, 1.600 miles to
the westward, it was decided that only six
men should be left behind., Cecil Madigan,
the South Australian, was appointed leader,
and bis ‘commdes were:—R. Baga - (Mek
pourne), 'A. N. H. Bickerton (London),

| “The captain left us in the sa |
‘cussing the situation, In a few minutes swe
'hhﬁm[i]: the
‘ahead.’

ipp

While the ship proceeded 1o |
Were )

Hodgzeman (Adelaide), McLean Svdney),
and S, Jeffries (wireless). Not & murmer!
was rased by them, though they felt keenly |
the dissppointment of being kept oa the!
ic¢ priscn another vear. It was a simeiﬂli
sacrifice for Maidigan, as he had  doubts!
whether his scholarship could be kept open.
NoO man was more . admirably fitted as!
leader, All  were physically  strong,

M  hardensd by long sledging, and ' providid

ki

| men—sironz men, too-—spoke with o huski-

| and the shore party
| eafety. and en % th
ship and at Wild's Base, would

L)

| (Bately.

! vig
et with disaster, but lived |
thie it was definitely known tiat two com.
rades were dead, gloom spread over tliel

| L
- fidence
sutisinctory. ex

| iatiestioning whe

ring, but a
gmmnié#ﬂuhﬂ;wihh the Tand.  The ip |

with plenty of food and seoal. © The ship:
also Innded the Ammndsen expedition dogs,
and w&th sad hearis the party bade farewell
to the Aunrora, which steamed out of
Commonwealth  Day  on  Februuy 8.
Eight hours alferwards a wircless message
wos received as . follows:—“Returned to
main base safely. ' Nihnis and Mertz dead.
Return and pick un' shore party imme-
Signed, Mawson.”  The effect
message . on’  the light-hearted

Many had pre-
e whole party had
in nope, Now

ok
voyagers was striking,
usly feared that

védsel:  Eyes were dimmsed, and all the
uess they tried hard to hide,  The action
of Mawson in recalling tae ship, when he
~ were in complete
gering the lives on the
and. probably
be 'criticised, but Mawson was such a
houghtiul } _thas it might with con.
be said that he wo provide a

o e SO CLreum-
s Justified Capt. Duvis in
ther- he: d obey the
order. but the instructions were eo £x-
plicit that t gave  no discretionary
power. © The Aurora™*

“rolu S

—

, howey

Commonwealth Bay
 #trong hurrvichne prevented

Agged a masagze Lo send instructions. The

S .l t'h . .
e saloon dis-
engine telegraph ring “full

helm pointed
The blue ensign was rised and
ed, but the telescopes levelled on the
camp could discern no movement.

ilying on the wireless mast, and there iy
cvery reason to believe that the ship’s de-
parture was unob

their dismay upon discovering next day

| that they were condemned to another|

windy ice

year's imprisonment in this
the nature

waste,  There was nothing in
of a sudden panic about the

we  believed Wild's party would perish.
and we had every reason to believe that
the brief ecason of summer were
over for ancther year.  Shortly after leay-
ing the main base we crossed the antare-
tic circle for the fourth time.  Apparently
the avinds in Commonwealth Bay are of a
local character, as 20 miles out the gale
moderated to a breeze, although the tele-
scope showed the bay to be still the ful
crum of storm ackivity. That night no
wircless message reached the Aurora, thus

confirming the impression that her depar-
ture had “been unobserved. Late next
afternoon we came abreast of a tubular
icebery, 36 miles long. That niglht Maw-
son attempted to communpicete by wire-
less. but as the Aurora was nearly 200
miles distant the signals were indistinet.
Ali that could ba deciphered were the
words:—‘Please wait—Ninnes and Mertz
——"" and the word ‘crevasse’ repoaled seve-
ral fimes. It is imdersiood that this meant
that before complying with the news con-
tracts we Shfillf ]

Ninnes and Mertz stating that they hal
bern kilied in o crevasse,  This was an-
other instance of Mawson’s thoughtful-
mﬂa'?l'

—Making for Wild’s Base.—

Anxious to reach Wild's base quickly
Capt. Davis pushed the Aurora  at full
tpecd under engines and sall, even right
thoough the iceberz region. He was suf-

|early diseovered,” the record goes om.: “as
when the camg was sighted 2

| there.

fering great anxiefy. Dhe base was safely
reached.  “Evidently our adproagh was

two sleds
tcams loaded with provisions were already'
progressing to the ice «dge.:r Bagerly ave
counted the men.  Yes, thank God. Al
Light, At this we chieered from
deep thunkiulness. Our auxiety was wver.
Soon the nose of the ship pressed azainst

base stood in a row. ‘We crowded the
forecastle head and exchanged greetimgs,
but they could see something uad tman-
gpired.” Sad to see our gloomy faces, we
gaw them exchange whispers,  Then their
eves searched cur minks. Mpore whispers
were exchanged.  We knew  they were

‘! Hr‘l E-i't‘Elr |

U was observed ?:w
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looking for Dr. Mawson:, Fimlly Wild
shouted. ‘Is all weil with the fivst base?
Many of us felt a Jump in our throats, The
deatbs of two comrades seemed to be too
=acred for even us roughened men to shout
about, None answered, but cur selemn

countenances told that all was not well. The |

silonce was signifieant.,  With (he tac: of

strong men they deliberatdly forgot having |
cama |

neked the question.  Explanationa

Inter.  The second base was jukt o re-
murseful as we ai the loss of two com-
rades.

speea |
We rushed on deck, and saw the|
on¢e more townrds the upe,n-H'

The |
flac announcing Mawson's return was stilll

bserved. .  We pictured|

decision fo|
desert Mawson. The only reason was that|

d cable the relatives of |

the cdge of the ice. The men of the second |

|
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~—New Territory for Britain.—

_ “Frank Wild, who holds the Seott and
Shackleton polur medals, told vus that his
base had accomplished an aggregate of 1,524
miles by sledge journcys, withont counti

relay work. The party had taken: urm':ﬁ
possession for Greab Britain of the whole
ares of land from Kaisee Wilkelm Land to
a longitude of 101 deg. 30 min. cast, and as
far south as 67 deg. 30 min. The trend
of the land is almeost due eass and west of
/the coastline, and almost on the antwrctic
ciralo. . This Innd was ceremonially :u:.mmil

t u rltunity the Austra
hmmti:‘ n?nirmr'gﬁw_'_ 'y name |
upon .nﬁ &t_q::ii_tur;r. Téi: lgmllgr dnﬁm ,
hﬁfrw g, Wild's party originaily had

King George the Fifth Land.
thiy

nine nly two hld*mryiw‘iii . Three!
. The other two Wy off, and

ere enguifed 1o crevosses,  The

:lml:.'i:'um killed for food, Wwy died mata- *

wther -
Talling temperatiures,
for a week and withodt
facts we were able to
vious year's records. 3. T
tion of the vessel svas seriow
ing our chance of being able to
ild’s base this year, to reach 0
had to traverse & distance o 1,500 miles,

the navigation of which distance wuse ren-|

dered extremely difficult on account of the
constant mnlrm‘h?m' ind'l lgilq;m QI.

darkness. 4. The oply other vessel which
had “peneirated south” of this region, the

(>auss, had ¢ {ruzen | Yabroory
22, and the Abrora was NGB i

. the Au 1% not nﬁmo.nﬁl
for'a winter in ice, ag we had landed most
'of our spare stores for the relie! V‘ut;r at
the main base. 5. As a seaman. knowins
the difficulties that we,encountered bo
i getting to and getting away from the!
second base the previous year, I felt that
nothing could exonerate me from blume if
we further delayed our départure, and
that, ‘being unable to communicate with
Dr. Muwson, it was clearly my duty to act.
as I was convinced he wo wish me to
do. were I able to make him acquainted
with the situation of the western party.”

—The Captain Justified.—

. Professor David, when interviewed in
Sydney, said:—“T
rival of Wild's party, and the remainder of
the party from Dr. Mawson’s main base,
comes as an immense reiief after what has
undoubtedly been a time of anxious sns-
pense. The statement by Capt. Davis
makes it absolutely clear that at a very
eritical time, when he was recalled by Dr.
Mawson at the moment he was etarting
on his voyage to Wild's base, his decision
not to risk the ship hy nttempﬂnﬁtﬂ land
n order to take Dr. Mawson and his par;}'
off svas absolutely sound. Commander E.
Evons, now in charge of Capt. Scolt’s
wotarctic expedition, as well ‘as Comman-
or Naves, of HM.S. Fantome, are both
mphatic in the opinion that at this most
critical juncture Capt. Davis did abso-
lutely the right thing. There can be no
doubt that when"Dr. Mawson hears the
details he will be one of the first to com-|
mend the decision of his captain. The re-

sulte of the Australazian antarctic expe-

dition will be considered throughout

sciepntific world as brilkant." | J:

—The Prezent Voyage.—

It was in September last that the crew
of the Aurora rejoined bher for the voyage
to bring Dr. Mawson and his party home.
The ship has come unheralded hecauss her
svireless _
sponsible for so many absgorbi
ing messages fram the party w
g in Adelie Land—broke down just
the vessel left the ice barrier.

PLOUGHING THE ICE.

en. winter- |
as

&

Mr. C. Eitel, who went to the antaretic |
Capt. Davis took bis|

in the Auror
ship down to
1912, gave in The f
tast an interesting des¢mption of the
voyage among the icefies :
the Aurora is not a yachting cruise,” wrole
Mr. Eitel, “sometimeés it 15 really more
ike a nightmare. The I,500-mile span ol
sca is acknowledged to be the roughest in
che world. In the ‘roaring forties.’ the
\‘shrieking fifties,” and the ‘how §1xX-

weies,” you curse the ghip as a lu
old tub: but when you come into the vast
fields of floaking jce through whish you
“have to force a path, 1ym.n bless the Aurora
he stanchuess of her build and the

when
bring back ‘the expedition in

¢ pews of the safe ar-|

apparatus—which had beea re- |
migrest-

ne Hand for January |
fidds: —“A trip in|

g

Jor t build and t
thickness of her timbers—I19 inches of Eng-
ish oak and Baltic pine. On oue oeca-
sion I had to take the lee-wheel,
wind was over 80 miles an hour, shriel
snowing hard.  Rarely could wou oper
two u,-,-i at once, for the wind hurled th ;
|'hard;, gritty snow ntds'nu with sach |
j that it felt like gravel thrown in
at short dut._um Tn
Iy eyes were
tering with the cold, W
a narrow Yead' or patt

e 0

The orders came PO

The |




