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Tt ‘was cxpuctéd,' and yet it was 'ﬂurprin-li

ingl' - Almost irke @ ghost from the night
the ' Aarora  broke +through the sou‘liern
darkness ‘'on Wednesday, with the gailant
rewmnay  of the, Mawson expedition on
board. . The coming o the tight litile ehip
| drom awiay down smong<the iocelieid ol the
. huge ‘apd ‘silénS ' continent had quite a
dramatic phase.  People had not ceased
wondering where Dr. Mawson 'and his col
- leagues were exactly, although, perhaps,
l some had forgoiten for the momemt about
the plucky band that bad jmst been, re-
leased from a long imprisomment on Adelie
| lﬂﬂd- !
' —Home Again.— ' |
'Thon, suddenly, the cyes of Cape Borda |
Lighthouse flashed out across the waters
and disc*rped a vessel of strunger pattorn

than mapy <that  had swept past those |
aeatchers by the fea—a steamvacht, it
might have appeared, € gracelul was its

ortiine and of ench quiet dignily of move- |

ment. Nobody, except those who had been
away for two long, anxious yeanrs, wrapped
in the while expanse of the glittering
southern world, will ever quile understand
the joy that must have filled the hearts of
the wanderers as the Borda lights twinkled
| 5 ¥ the first welcome. | Night psssed, all too
- slowly, no doubt, for the Aurera had not
 wmch coal, and epeed had to be economical.
‘When daylight came the first siroak of the
dand showed through the haze. And. that
., idted, :he combour of the femiliar hills
~ %ook shape, and by-und-by the faces of
. riends and relatives of Jong a%o were the
~ fipalwword! 1: was home! |
<l 2 —A Slow Passage.—
There was in idea has the message
g:‘fﬂ"@.ﬂﬂlmtm been 2 hoax.

t there

news thie came through, The Chancellor | (Sir  Sampel  Way),
:!t o iﬁm tﬁ; reached mf ' owing to lxeautive 'Cnunml- dutios|
: e, ou Wednesday night repor: d and _pressvre  of - judicial = work, @yeas |
ul 0 Aurory was aﬂpmghiw . unable to be present, but hi¢ was repre-
i v ebenni—nq rily slow, for sic sented by the Remstmr (Mr, €. R.
8E hoat, und cannot be in the Hodge). Others present were Mr, I, A,
Ui 2 R PRRREE Biad Robertson (Dr. Mawson's  cadet at the
ey ubt about (the oessage Srom Cape | University), and  Mr,  Richard Correll
. Bondashiere was furthor wubstantintion on|  (father of Mr. P, E. Comell who came |
R (207 /7w, P ol ot~ : Sl iﬂ from the antarclie with Wild's party. |
4 Ldleday rivorn | or inward-| .o back W art!
+ buunt r,‘.-_-_-;-i.-*-’-‘-:'-'n'.'?'-'_*‘-r‘:"-ﬁ'ﬁ'i he lad : " but subscauently left for the south again
§ il Bk ,h_:.* boat #ome miles wyith the A.'ur%m to continne duties already |
" ﬁzﬂh " Pofiaden i |+ ko carofully begun. - Y |
A .:-'h:';-:"..'-rZ;*t. :"”"H% ' ot b :4],'-':-'" | Al t“ At I:]:t._ ty was at last
| esiieat TR ine. oF el The long wait upon the jetty was p
4 r ) fﬁﬂﬂnlfdf Througzh ?IH! mﬂ,‘ away down|

that W X',
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was too mush .m'-{‘gﬂmrt_ fhe |

TWO YEARS IN THE ANTARCIIG

o j; - Hapiiy Homecoming,

_should take plice

the smallast specke t

BACK AT LAST.

denge of the splendid leader snd organizer
ot the :cxpedition, Leléphones  begun
to  tinkle “aimost at  the finet
of daylight, and during the day <the sialf

at the signal station ansiwered Bundreds of |}
the refurning men and ||

calls from 1riends of
officcals. - Capt. Richardson, with his long
experienve of ships, was able to tell them
Gttt 1t would be at ledew midday before the
vesdel would be seen in the witers of the
Eclﬂ;.{rhm‘u. Anxious' enquiries’.  oume
qiuckly and persistently from all

the melropolitan area, and several tole.

grams for tidings of the wessel arrived from |

the couniry. At abou: 8 a.m. Gapt. Rich-
ardson  pul o Cdrom \ the o jetty
in the poteol launch Premier,
with representatives of the press. to take
& pilot on board, and ‘at the same time
have a look down the gulf for possibly
a glimpse of the Aurora. . It was o bright
morning, and the sunny calin of the eruise
was' a delectable ¢njoiment. An bour
luler the smart
alongside the jetty agnin.
news atb the Signal Station,
likely for ' few  houms,
telescope on the white  platform at the
kout  can ‘pick up vessels very early
when they appear on the hnrimnﬁpﬂ'ﬁ:fm
15 miles, or 20 if the day be particularly

fine.
—Definite News.—

Tt was clear to the old bands at the signal
station that when sho was sighted the
Aurora would be about two hours steaming
from the anchorage. Right away from {he
early honrs there were many iriends and
relatives of the incoming party with hand-

Lhere was no
and none WIS
The poweriul

kerchiefs waiting to flutter ‘messages <toy

those who had beon awuy for two years,
Capt. Richardson atated in  explunation
of the slow travelling of the wveseel thut
it was proebably &hort of ~and way
coming along under very economical steam-
ing. It was not clear whether she would
not bave to dp the trip under sail.

—Visitors fyom the University.—

A party from the Adelaide Jiniversity |
‘ in|
cind welcome, |

arrived abt the Semaphore anchora
ample time for  the

~on, the southern horizon, were, 1
ﬁ;’t‘-:fn.int elimpaes of th_a_.' n?ﬂ‘mm

he |

ly took definile
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the spjourners in the silen Spaces o
res
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Ol the lomz winters sofouen
advaneed the dtl:u.ib'ﬁ?tﬁn
‘were. piclied’ ot one by one,
mlfh s}tmixrs ]nf Lbe Am'o'iu'j_'
LW i low lunnel, loomed
against the daintier bull, A trim and
acture  lovked the gallant :

6 the proceeded, - clowes
topeails, towanrds the shore.

tnut from the Semaphore the
fwithin clos rangs A
Dbiue enmﬁ_n Hovered guily ©
boat’s gatl, and the
presented & o spick. &,
Perched high pon the foremast could be
ceen the crow's nest—a whitespainted bar-
rel, from avhick, two years before, the
voyagers had licst ‘viewed the ice flocs of
Uhe untarctic. - A gight list to n was
poticean.e, and there way a ‘“EN‘: the |
bulwarls—siguificant, perbaps, of some
bearty smack of wind'or wave, or too close
Acquatntancs with an icepack. Down the
n;u:d e u choruvs of canine greetings, |
The 1nstinet of the sledge “dogs told that |
shore was neur, apd they whined apd
yvelped most hr:nrti]‘y. Once or twice a
medley of sharp, high-pitched notes told of
# vigorous scuifie. Then came the master's
hand, a short, bricf siruggle, and the!
Rhodes Scholar (Mr. Madigun) could ba
scen to ewerge triumphant. He had known'
thie’ trouble, and corvected times out of
nuinber before, The anmimals seemed wild:
with excitement. Peering above the rails'
ane barked. his grecting to. the Jaunch, and.
anather vellow fellow made most frantid)
efforts to escape via a handy sgupper hole. |

—Iirst Grcet‘inga.—— |

Rounding the stern of the Aurora the
Conqueror drew alongside ..e other’s
pert how.  The pilot in charge (Capt.”
Richardson) was the first aboard.  His
was & happy privilege, for his office
pr.or tigat to greet the traveilers,
spite the ubsence of pratique. It was &
moment of suppressed excitement.  The
peni-up feelings of the men, long separated |
rrom home and friends, burst out in quics,

_—

gave
de-

impressive action. Waiving, |
fetling, the quarantine ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁﬁm, Dy,
Mawson stepped aboard  the Conqueror

and gripped the hand of the Registrar o
the  Adelaide University  (Mr. C. E.
Hodge) and others. It was a spontancous
demonstration of his joy at return’ng home
once more.  Seviéral members of the party
followed suit, and it was a pretts and im-
pressaive seene.  The authorities  will
surely  officially  forget Cits  informality.
There was a sirange yet quite explicable ro-
straimt about the meeting. Vords for
awhie were T:itﬂ- madequate,. Mr. Hodge
it was whe broke' the silence. ' “Three
cheers for Dr. Mawsan and his gallant
comrades,”” cried, and the answer
came lowdly and heactily, . Then the emao-
bonal nnd demonstrative temperament of
the ladies was shown, Across the infer-
messages  of |
handkerchiefs, flat-

graeting, - and white
tered in the wind, Conspicuous among
the = Aurora’s  ocettpatits = wak  Capt.
I’.'I."i'!ﬂ; A Tieas ﬁa'l.lmi -’-'hill,ﬂhﬂ-,mn‘dn‘
vron the bridge, (he chief officer at Lis
side.” Tugitive  ghimpres of Dr. Maweon
were oblained as he hueried from deck o
peopn and from poop to bridee, maknz (ho
final prevarations for the discmbsrkation.
Large, athietic. and enermet’c. be leoknd o
e harried hither and thither. ~ The mim-
vers of the reiurning pariy bad concen-
ratell upon the poow, and, even from o
distance, they seemed fit and well. . Stn.
burtied and stalwari, they looked indesd
n& §f they had braved dangers and hard-
ships in plenty. ° .« -
—Granfing Pratique— i
There was a trifling wait bafore pratigus
vas granted.  TheQuarantine Offices (D .
Licthing) was away on another oflicial v s
Lhe time was spent in exchanging ziest:
ings a8 the vesseis liy side by side, Shortly
atter & pan, Dr. Gething armved. A shorg
exvuniaiion of the meén, o brie ﬁ‘““'w
the Aurora's do.:mr....uhfl the busine

liwas only a malter of
10 reinutes, sod the ,mllunﬁ.'ﬂgﬁ riah

aver.

as the pﬁn-qrhii]-'g;f,'-:.__-, CIn 1
mavked = Dr. Mawson subsequentiy, the
trouble s iﬂ".?'hm:r_,‘.; R
keep . dn '« the veigh he ' c
u' “aneairTae
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