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‘was one of the three heroes who sfood
there ’:mi planted the Union Jack there-
on. Thirty of the best young men and .
gtudents of New Zealand New South
Wales, Victoria, Tasmanie, and Sonth
Australia had joined the Mawson expe-
dition, The dmﬂ: Australian  Goyvern-
ment had given the lead to all the Aus-
tralian States by eranting £5,000 towards

the cost of the expedition, which was
}uﬁimnted at I:I‘.‘1‘1:?'I},,0EME‘:‘1l
- Confidence and Character.

When Dr. Mawson left Adelaide he was
sware that the Australian public and
tlie varions bodies directly interested in
ihe expedition had absolute confidence In
him and in the companiens he had chosen.
When the proposition for the f::p«:hf
tion was put gﬁfﬂm the commuttee o
the+ Augtralasian Association for the Ad
vancement of Science in Sydney it was
pro that the association should gve
sne-third of its total funds towards the
project, and there was not one vote

among the 50 members cast against the
mi:rtiafx. It was the character of Dr.

Mawson, combined with his _ scientific
alvlity, which made him a capital leader,
and, as he told his Adelaide friends on
tuking leave of them, character was what
he had looked for in chooging the  per-
scnne] of his party. It was not an easy
rintter to determine the character of a
man _until circnmstances arose which
would bring out his best qualities, but
he was more than confident’ aboul the
splendid character nis  Soutn. Aus-
tralian companions. the
Scuth Australian Government for their
donation of £5,000, Dr. Mawson said the
sucoess they might have would be due
more to the State Government than to
auy other body. He d.d not wish the
Aurora to be -sold for commercial pur-
poses, but hoped the Federal —overnment
Ifﬂgtffé see the importance of keeping it
for fature work, |
Penilous IExpenences.

It was with a full knowledge of the
privations and ers to which they
would be exposed that the expedition
sailed for the Antarctic. It was a great
shiock to Dr. Mawson when on December
4, 1912, Licutenant Ninnes met with a
tﬁie end through falling with a dog-
sledge containing provisions into one of the
‘?i] nﬂ decp crevasscs with which the Ant-

e’ regions abound. Dr. Mawson and
Dr. Mertz continued the journey back to
their base alone, and, being in need of
food, they Kkilled their dogs, one by one,
and ate them. Eventually, on February 8,
1013, Dr. Mawszon stroggled back to his
bafe, but Dr. Mertz had died about a fort.
t previously. The irony of it was that
a lew ore Dr. Mawson’s return to
his base the Aurora had arrived there to
ick up three sledging parties. Capfain
avis waited in Commonwealth Bay until
| the rapid approach of the winter season
dered it necesary for him to steam
which he did without Mawson and
the small party with him, who wete com-
pelled to winter once more in Adelie Land.
- Personnel of the Expedition.

Dr. Mawson selected the following men
to accompany him on his long journey:—
South Australia—Messrs, C. T. Madigan,
!n_l_':_i,_ﬂ.'.i Moyes, A. L. Kennedy, P. E.
rrell, and A. J. Hodgeman. Victoria—
_H. D. Muarphy, F. H. Stillwell,

ley, and Q. F. Ainsworth, and
“R. Page. Tm-*ﬂf'hn::ﬁ-‘
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by dim in 1004, and in the following year
he wis appointed to the staff of the Ade-
laide University. Four years later he be-
came & Doctor of Sciencs, Mr. Madigan,
the South Avstralian Rhodes scholar of
1910, was given permission by the Oxford
authorities to accompany the expedition.
Mesars, Moyes and Kennedy are auso
graduates of the Adelnide University. Mr.
vorrell, a mechanical engineer, was
a ‘student at the University, and Mr.
Hodgeman is a drafteman from the
Public Works Denartment. =
THE AURORA'S FIRST RETURN.
When the Aurora arrived at IEsprance
Bay, near Hobart, on March 14, 1913, the
secretary to the expedition (Mr. C. C.
Eitel) gave an account of the trip to the
ress of the Commonwealth, in which
1e said:—The Aurora left Hobart on
Boxing Day to retrieve the two parfies ot
the Australasian Antarctic expedition
{ which spent a vear on the Antarctic Con-
tinent. We were shocked to discover tnat
morning the town plastered with pln{m_ﬂn
announcing the wreck of the Aurora. The
cofin ship proved to be a namesake of
our, vessel which had been made the sub-
ject of cinematograph pictures, but at
- caused uos to wonder whether history was
i about to indulge in a hackneyed repetition.
This was scarcely auspicious, but good
omens were present in legion. There
were bright sunshine and not a mipple on
the harbor, and King's Pier was crowded
by Hobart friends. We had a great send-
off at the Taroona Quarantine Station, and
embarked 21 {reenland dogs, Captain
Amundsen’s presentation. The ghip was
a regular "Noah's ark.  There were 28

and 1 pig. At night, when the ship was
rolling, the animal: gave voice. “If a
ship comes near us in a fog.,” remarked
the' mate, “they will imagine thev bave
come close to a farmyard.” We pur-
chased a large quantitv of dessicated bar-
racoota fish feed for dogs, but so many
sheep dodged the butcher by dying in the
middle of the night that the dogs fared
sumptuously on mutton, and landed even-
tually 1n magnifirent condition. I'he
Auarora was fitted with a wireless receiving
apparatus, and was able to secare mes-
grres from Dr. Mawson's base, Macquarie
Island, until two davs before reaching
Adelie Tand. We had also taken a
whaling expert, Captain James Davis, to
test the nght whaling potentialities of
the Antarctic, and we had a harpoon gun,
and full equipment. This was done by
' the request of the Federal Government.
but not a single right-whale was observed
on the whole voyage. At one stage the
presence of innumerable birds impressed
us that we were possibly in the vicinity of
the elusive Royal Company Islands, but
despite a keen watch no land wus dis-
cerned. We found that the 40 mile Jong
ice barrier charted last year 60 miles
westward of Adelic Land had disappeared,

men, 21 dogs, 45 sheep, 2 turkeys, 4 fowls,

The Aurora passed through no less than,

30 hours of pack ice before reaching the
main base. Tven then there were many
wide leads, confirming Dr. Mawson's as-
sertion to me in a letter that it was pos.
sble to visit the base in an iron steamer,

The Main Base Sighted. -

JErLrly iu::l tﬁheﬂ. morning : of _E-Inndn_r;,
anvary ld, the Auwrora sighted the main
‘batsa, -in the aftermoon, f.gu sea moderat-
mg, a motor boat was conveyed on shore.
Captain John King Davis, Eﬁe chief engi-
neer, and myself, as we entered the boat
harbor, saw Murphy ascending a hill with
a gledge and two dogs. We coo-ced, but
failed to attract his attention. We waved
our arms like windmills, screaming, “Ship,
6hip.” The rest of the occupants of the
camp poured out like ants, and walked
50 yards to mreet us. Nine unkempt, wild-
looking men. heterogeneously  attired
grus;mil our hands, cheered, yelled, and

goced in tneir excitememti, “Many were
#carcely recognisable, owing to their hair
and whiskers being bleached by snow
during the sledging journey. They meeded
not to tell us that they ha through
& strenuous and anxious time,  The stamp
of the hardship they had undergone was
indelibly fixed on their faces, though each
man was in the pink of condition. Some
of the boys had become men,  This spe-
cinlly npghad- to 10-yearsold Correll, the
haby of the exg::lét;an. The severe train-
g of th?l Antarctic winter has endowed
m{ with stamina and conrage, and will
be the making of them. The motor boat
wis made [ . and we entered the camp
where the mailbag was opened, some ro.
..&ﬁyi._ng a hundred letters.  Our first ques-

on wpa& Where is Dr, Mawson?’  We
were told he Sras expected to return from
;i-dedtl_nu journey in o few days. The
ber two parties alsa were shortly due,

.

he wmter quarters, which  were mo
JPIIIforhlt:rL &nmted of a ngﬁl;t;
L. square, also a smaller workroom, two

sed verandahs, one being used for the
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A Feast Ashore. 1~
We bad brought on shore cases of pine

apple, oranges, carcase mutton, fresh mea
mg * fru_.tt, exactly what “the be]elgumé
gurmson” were craving for. Not that
they were faring badly. We were regaled |
on “ raspberry sponge made with pehguin
S2gs, tc;mmde wi :Inm:qdhmﬂ:-, whi
Wias n r comparcd with the stewed
!hilﬁl( tea, and custard made with ;;uﬂrtvz'-d.o,-rlew.l11
muk, and penguin eggs flavored with
vanilis essence., And we even had tinned
sirawberrres!  What luxury for the
Antarctic! When dinner-time came an ap- [
petising aroma filled the camp. “What
18 it?” we asked. When the door opened
a big dish of in breast, baked with
Jacon was brought forth. It surpassed
Chnistmas turkey, The sho=e party at-
tacked the mutton, and we trmed the pen-
guin. Silence reigned. Then Dr. Maclean
exclaimed, “The mutton is a splendid
c_}mnE::, but give me penguin breast every
vime.”

“Windiest Corner of the World.”

Beyond doubt, the most interesting scien-
tific results will consist of meteorological
data. Winter goarters at Commonwealth
Bay proved absolutely the windiest corner!
of the world. The expedition was specially
equipped with anemometers indicating the
strength, anemograph records, direction.
and a gust recorder showing the maximum
velocity.  The lay mind ecannot conceive
the wind velocity when expressed mercly
in figures. The wind blowing 50 miles an
hour constitutes a full gale. The shore
party staggered us by records indisputabls |
that the average velocity during the whole
10 months was 52 miles an hour. A maxi-
mum of 202 miles an hour was actually
regis by the gust recorder. Thel
highest average for any one hour was he-|
tween 90 and 100 miles. Some of the gales

lasted several months, with only a few
hours’ interval. When the gales took the
form of a Dblizzard it was impossible
to see a yard ahead. On one occasion Cor-
rell was lost for two hours making a jour-
ney of ten yards from the camp to the
metorological screen. Hodgeman was simi-
larly lost for two and a half hours return-
ing irom the magnetic hut, less than 200
yards distant. It was necessary for them
to.crawl on their handz and knees. Thess
figures eclipse the records of any other part

of the world. and have earned for Adelie|
Land the fatle of “The hell hole of!
the wind.”  Mind, these relate to the

wind at the actual base. On the plateaq
above the wind is always greater. The
keynote of scientific results is undoubtedly
the velocity of the wind, though much
other stoking scientific work was achieved,
Add to the termble wind a temperature
which descended to minus 29 deg. Fah., and
1t will be realised that the expedition from
sunny Australia endured a full measure cf
hardship. Yet some people bhad charac-
terised i1t as a glorified picmic.

Maws=on Left Behind.

Dr. Mawson had stated definitely in the
letter he leit behind that he would returm
from sledging on January 13. When that
date had passed without any appearance of
the commander no particular anxiety was
felt. His party were very strong, the com-
mander, Dr. Mertz, and Lieutenant Ninnes
| all being of splendid physique. The Swiss
was the only one under 6 fi., but he pos

scssed great muscular development, which
was the mlénimtiﬁu of the camp. He had
been an officer in the Swiss army, and a
champion ski runner of Switzerland, =0 =
knowledge of ice work must be aecounted
to his advantage. Dr. Mawson was ac
knowledged to Ew a most capable and eau-
tions leader, having made ice travelling a
study.,  Licutemant Ninnes stands 6 ft. 3
i, and though only 22 years, is A powor |
ful man. The party also had the enormous
advantage of 18 Greenland dogs to haul
their sledges.  Dr, Mertz and Licutenant
Ninnes had had charge of the doge ever
simce they were placed on the Aurora in
the London docks. Three men can easily |
haul a sledge and a load of 800 Ib.over a goad |
surface.  Jxperience has shown that 1~
doﬁﬂ are equal to one man, so the %;tr
bhad aw abundance of hau power. el
they had over 600 miles to traverse, but at|
the worst they would have dog flesh to eat
Indeed, bl'{:m Mtni__nnn calculated ttlt:n w"t
on & 8 of returming P
with only three out of the 18 dogs |
All  the members of the shore party K
were anxious to leave this “‘hell-hole of |
wind,” but conrage was indi ooyl

them unanimously ng:melnﬁ 1g - to rema be
hind another year to search for Dr,

son while the ship procceded to the res
cue of Wild's m&p It was finally de-
cided that only six men should be leit|
behind.  Ceml Madigan, the h
tralinn hodes 8 r, Was
leader, his com g R
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