e part y et intolotstasies over. the |
ely lgw. mangroves that line :
nKs quthﬂn:g!ﬂm. It was the first

green growth some of them had seen for

two years, and it was a relief to the

E after the eternal whiteness of smow-

drift, glacier, and ice pack. The soft

““Efllﬂ{t of the wind was also noticed in

contradistinetion to the mighty rushing

storms which were scareely ever _absent
from Adelie Land. . Right up the river to
the wharf it was evident ¢ at Dr. Maw-

son's party were glad of their return o

the haunts of men and the bustle of the

world. They returned the salutations of
passing steamers whole-heartedly, and even

‘I:l% & nute of pruise for their safe ar-
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Features of tha Auror.

The Aurora looked surprisingly trim after
her trip to the south and back.” Her sides
were smooth and polished, as the result of
contact with the ice pack, and all abont
the deck was as shipshape as a umu-n‘-\.\'ul:.l
Her three tapering masts, with the crow’s|
nest at the summit of the mainmast, overs |
shadowed the slight funnel.  Stretched be-
tween were the aerials of the wireless in-
stallation. Wireless communication had
'not, as was generally supposed from an ab-
sence of any public intimation of the!
“Aurora’s whereabouts, broken down, for, as|
a matter of fact, Mr, 8. Jefiries, the opera-
_tor, was receiving and digpatching messages
\on armival at the anchorage. Very interest-
I0g was A visit to the saloon and the berths
off it. A gramophone packed ready for
sending ashore, and a piano spoke of many
pleasant social evemings gpent on the re-
turn vovage, and a well-thumbed library in-
dicated how the monotony of the passage
had been relieved. The thickness of the
Aurora’s hull could be seen by the space
between the tiny portholes and the inside
of the frames. “We did not want port-
holes down there,” remarked Mr. Hodge-
man.  “The trouble was to keep out the

cold.”
Eleven Dogs Brought Back.

Eleven dogs used by the expedition were !
brought back from the Antarctic. They
were lving along the scuppers, chained to
the bulwarks, and ewvidently feeling the
heat. Two of the animals are pure bred
sanoyedes, and the remainder Greenland
dogs. Among themn are some pups, born
down south,

Alacquarie Island Party.

Mr. H. Hamilton, the biologist of the
Macquarie Island party, said:—“We left |
the island in the Aurora on November 25
and reached Adelie Laud on December 16,
and left again on February 7. Woe found
De. Mawszon and his party all well, but
intensely glad to see us.  They had had, of L
course, a much harder timo than we at
Muacquarie Island. There we heard all
that was going on in the ontside world,
because we were almost nightly'in wireless
communication with . either Wellington or/
Hobart, Heawy winds blew away our
aermls more than once, but we managed to
shackle them up”

GREETINGS IN THE
| RIVER.

CHEERS FROM OTHER SHIPS.

A= soon as Dr. Gething had awarded
pratique Captain T. B. Richardson steered
‘the Aurora towards the Outer Harbor.
By 4 pom. the veseel was in the chanuel,
and on her way up-stream.  Aa  she
ani the P. & 0. Company’s R.M.S.
Marmora, which was berthed at the Oater
Hurbor wharf, preparatory to resuming
her journey to London, the passengers on |
the mail steamer and a Jarge number of
ersons on the wharf lustily cheered her. |

he compliment was acknowledged in an |
appropriate way, Messrs. Mellwraith,
McEacharu, & Cos fine steamer Katoom-
ba, outward oound. passed the Aurora
1ast below the North Arm. Her passen-
gers gave the explorers a vigorous cheer,
and her flag was dipped as & compliment
td their pluck. oS¢ on hnnnf the
Aurora replied with cheers and dipped
their flag. Passe on the .ﬂdernidu
Steamship Company’s steamer  Morialta
and the Const Steamship Company’s stea-
mer Wandana, also outward bound, gave

and received similar greotings. The ateamers
Telamou, at Ocean gl:mmnnr" wharf; Koo- |
nngd, at Birkenhead Company’s  wharf;
and Nardoo, at Adelaide Steamship Com- .
uy's wharf, each their  flag. |
When the Aurora was abreast of Messrs.
. l'.h.ll:li & Eat::ﬁ mill the tug ndu::;
| er and assisted her thro
KW Saigwriy of Robinson-bridge. A large
nemboer of spectators watched the vessel
throy ooe or two who bad

——
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"FACILITIES FOR THE
AURORA.

THE CAPTAIN'S APPRECTATION.

Cuptain Davis, who had charge of the
Aurora, very much nl;prtmted the facili-
ties provided for him by the marine autho-
rities and the prompt way all his re-
quirements with regard to berthing were
met. It was a great thing,” he told
a representative of ““The Advertiser,” *‘to
come mto®u strange port and find every-
thing so well managed and everybody so
ready to help one. 1 was afraid that on
such short notice 48 We gave no arrange
ments would have been made for us at

all.”
DI_SOOVERIES BY THE

AURORA.

SUBMARINE BANKS.

In addition to the exploratory work
done by the members of Dr. Mawson's
party in the Antarctic imnortant oceano-
graphie investigations have been made by
the stafl of the Aurora, and the world of
gcience has been enriched by the results

of their efforts In various wavys. Wnriting
on the subject of the “Discovery by tne
Australasian  Antarctic expedition of im-

rtant submarine banks,” Professor |

Javid, of the Sydney Universitv, said, in |
an article published in the Geograpbical
Journal in May last:—

Captain J. K. Davis, of Dr. Mawson's
Australagian Antarctic ship Aurora, has
recently reported the discovery, as the
resplt of an oceanographic cruise, of an
umportant rocky ridge or bank abomt 200
miles sonth of Tasmania. The Aurora
leftc Hobart on this cruise on November
12, 1012, returning’to Hobart on Decem-
ber 14 following. She leit Hobart for
Adelie Land in order to pick up Dr.
Mawson's main party at Commonwearth
Bav, and his western party under Frank
Wild at Termination Glacier, to the east
of (aussberg, on December 26. Captain
Davis reports that for asbout 1000 miles
gouth of the sonthernmost land in Tas-
mania  the bottom deepens steadily to
2,082 fathoms. 1t then commences to rise
agmin to the crest of a long ridge, at least
‘150 miles in length. The shallowest por-
tion of this ridze as vet proved by Cap-
tain Davis has a depth over it of 545

fathoms. Comparing this with the depth |,

of the ocean :in adjacent arcas to the
east and west, ranging as they do from
2,450 fathoms to 2,700 fathoms, one may
conclude that the ridge rises at least
11,000 ft. ubove the genoral level of the
neighboring sea floor. The ridge, as fur
as developed as vet, proves to be at least
100 miles i width. The bottom for the
most part 1s hard and rocky., bur mo
specumens of the rock have as vet been
recovered. Captain” Davis on this recent
cruise also discovered e deep bank at a
oint about 60 miles north of Macqoaric
siaud, and rising from depths of 1.750
fathoms to within 570 fathoms of the sur-

The bottom here, too, proved to

face.
‘be rocky. All these intcresting soundings
were obtained by Captxin Davis. under
very unfavorable weather tonditions. Ca
tain Davis intended sponding some lLittle
‘time on his return vovage to' Antaretica
in developing the intercstivg Tasman
‘hank to the south of Tasmania. He took
with him -as a recently joined member
of Dr. Mawson's scentilic staff, Mr. Van-
der ‘Waterschoot vandér Graeht,  the
brother of the Government Geologist of
the Netherlands. He joined the expedi-
tion, giving his services entirely gratui-
touslv. as e cartographic artist.

OBJECTS OF THE EXPE-
DITION.

A REPRESENTATIVE PARTY.

'LIFE IN ADELIE LAND.
AN -nrmmr;; RETROSPECT.
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