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themselves, there was no alternative but to
'[mv:*n Dr. Mawson and his companions to
their own resoorces till the return of fine
we.z:.tlmr. That they will have. ysed the
;{e:pud'fhr the enlargement of their ecien-
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their expedition have been achieved, the
exploration of the Jong and previously
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almost unknown coastline from Cape

Adare, and the attainment of the South

that by which it was reached by a section
—ncluding  Dr. Mawson—of the last
Shackleton expedition. As almost every
branch of science was represented in
Dr. Mawson’s party, the additions
mﬂdi‘f to our knowledge of Victoria Land,
nol in one or two directions only, but in
many, will not be scanty. They have ac-
camplished the one thing hitherto needed—
systematie exploration over limited areas
at a time. Perhaps they will confirm
Borchgrevink's indications of the existence
of another Klondyke, annexable and ex-
ploitable.  Possibly their geological re-
searches will throw invaluable light on the
problem whether the South Polar region
like the north," has passed more than once
through periods of temperate climate. We
may learn whether or not there is any
truth in the theory that Australia and
Sonth Amernica, and even Sonth Africa,
were once connected with the great Antarc.
tic continent. And the expedition will
not fully have gnswered expectations unles.
it has dope something to establish the
science of atmospheric phenomenn, as
affecting our own part of the world, on a
firmer basis, and, perhaps, to solve prob.
lems connected with the chain of anti-
cyclones by which the continent of Aus-
tralia is continually swept. TFor the pre-
gent it is enough to may that Australia
rejoices at the safe return of the gallant
little band, whose combination of the spirit
of adventure with devotign to the canuse
of science shows that Britisb—or ghall we
not may Auvstralian?—pluck i& one of those
things which, with the lapse of time, ex-
hibit no mgn of decadence.
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ALL IN GOOD HEALTH.

AN INTERVIEW WITH THE LEADER.

BAGK FROM ANTARCTIC IGE.

KETURN OF THE MAWSON EXPEDITION.

IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE.

An event of unique interest in the his.
fory of Antarctic exploration was the
arrival at the Semaphore vesterday after-
yioon of the Aurora, with Dr. Mawson
and the members of his Antarctic™ ex-
ploration party on board. It was not a
gpectacular retorn, but it was one 1In

guiet bharmony with the unostentatious
but valuable work that it is known the.

pxpedition has accomplished in the land
of eternal ice. The arrival of the vessel
was attended by a certain alr of perhaps
tnavoiddable mystery. No one knew with
any degree of certainty when the wessel
might be expected, and the srildest
guesses were hazarded. So it was that
the scenes that merked the return of the

Antarctic ship were apparently licking in .
enthusiasm. There was little display of

deeling. The Aurora ateamed- slowly into
the roadatead off the Semaphore. ana
awaited * the arrival of the quarantine
officer, Three launches containing officials

—

end a 'fow relatives of meémbers of the
party, together with: half a dofen press
represeptatives, bovered . round her, but
there were singularly few greetings ex-
changed,

Leader’s Quiet Landing.

The reception accorded Dr. Mawson
was so lacking in all the incidents that
might have been expected in such cir-
comstances that it was with difficulty
one persuaded oneself that the explorer
had journeyed from any more far-away
place than Port Lincoln, As he walked
along the jetty, attired in white flanne]
trousers and grey Norfolk coat, and bag
in hand, he might easily have been mis-
taken for a returned holiday tripper. He
gtepped ashore in &ilence, and as ne
walked towards a waiting motor car tha
holidaymakers sitting all about him hardly
raised their eyves from their pleasant and
Jeasurely occupations, It is doubtful whe-
ther they realised that anything unuosual
wans afoot until the mincuvring of a press
photograpber directed nttention to the
explorer and bis silent escort. The escort,
he it added in explanation of the unlooked-
for lacl: of public demonstration, was small,
and consisted largely of photographers and
pressmaon,

The Real Welcome to Come.
One could not but feel that the reception
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m ¢ spirits of the home-coming |
.ajugm?m in Adelie Land. Nothwithstand-
ing the unexpectedness of their arrival
and the unpreparedness of the general

conncil of the E'niwrsit}; at*;:it;r maeﬁnt
by the Chancellor (Sir Samuel Way).

Weary Watching.
Possibly some of the interest that the
+ Aurora's arrival would otherwise have
aroused leaked out in the course of the
{ weary waiting for her appearance, and in
the absence of any definite information as
to the time of her arrival. During the
morning 'there was practically no =ign of
excitement at the Semaphore, although, for
anything that was known to the contrary,
the vessel might have been sighted at any
moment, The watehful expectancy  with
which the boat's arrival was awaited was
confined to a few in official circles. Speak-
ing eenerally. the public appeared to 1«
in- total ignorance of the fact that the
Aurora had entered the gnif. Those
who knew of the vescel's approach

had no defimte knowledge of the
time of her arrival. There was no

public for an event of such interest, the
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ppermost in the hearts of many who
!ntehtd ‘the Aurora take sha nnFuf the
haze and come slowly over the few miles

{ water which alone separated those who |

ad been parted for o many month

ow and ice and a little-known sea. N
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means of estimating this, snce the
speed of the Aurora could only bel

guessed at. A liberal estimate of her
speed, totally in excess of Her possibill J
ties. gave rise to an impression that ape
would be sighted in the early hours of
the morning.. 1t was declared that she |
wight be expected to anchor off the |
Semaphore between 6 and 7 o'clock, and, |
as a result, several pressmen were on Ene |
Semaphore jéfty before hali-past 6, Two |
spent the night at the Semaphore in the
expectation that the Antarctic adven-
turers would arrive before daybreak.

Misealcnlations.

The hours of waiting which followed
allowed ample time for epeculation'

‘as to the Aurora’s speed, and the time of

Her arrival. Captain Richardson, the pilot "
in charge, was on the jetty at an early

- hour, and out of his professionai knowledge

he could offer to the watchers little or no
consolation. He pointed out thaf, since
the Aurorn has such a large coal accommmo-
dation, her engines are small, and her speed
is strictly limited. She is not capabie of
more than eight knots, and it was at once
evident that with a diminished coal E“EIPIFi
her spoed might well be much less. The
rate which formed the basis of the caleula-
tions was diminished, and it was estimated
that the Aurora wonld arrive between 10

‘and 11 o'clock. A puff of smoke scen in the

far-awav south-west justified a hope that
this estimate wounld prove to be accurate.
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