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SOME LOCAL “HOWLERS."
LESSONS BY EXAMINERS,

| .. Once a year the members of the Publie
Examinations Board of the Adelaide Univer-
sity have the opportunity of giving some
practical advice to the students who have
submitted themselves to their criticism in
connection with the
Em;_md, incidentally, to the teachers who

ve

Both have now the opportunity of consider-

ing'-.tglf “Il:Et. of theirfamicm upnfailuéc dtiflr-'
(ing the year, if they will study tho
Manual of the Public Examinetions f'hnrd
for 1814, which has just been issued in the
form of a 264-page book. |

—A Few Good “Howlers.'—
Incladed in the specimen extracts from
papers of the candidates are a few typical
| “howlers.”" The best is, perhaps, a definition
* jofa circle given in the Primary examination
as follows:—“A circle is a pectilinear fizure
bounded by a continuously curved siraight
Ene.™ In the Junior commercial book-
keeping a candidate zave the surprising in-
formution that ““all assets are losses.” An-
other, analysing a balance «heet, stated that
“in spite of increases in the cxpenses, the
net protit is smaller.” A strange proposition
! T 4 &
was submitied by a student, who put it that
| “If we engage i few men instead of the
idouble number of boys, we could then make
(the wages account lower, as the wages o3
two boys is about three times as that of
one man. The Higher modern history ex-
‘amination elicited the information that “the
north and south poles were added to the
Empire by Queen Victorin.” Some Primary
history candidates confused Mary Oueen of
Scots with Queen Mary of Enzland, and ghe
was said to have married Lord Dudley: while
some, who knew who she was, said she had
married the “Dolphin™ and the “Daphne” of
France; and one made a bad guess in saving
she was a daughter of Robert Bruce. = An
entrant for the Senior modern history said
of the
Stearts:—*“Dispensing power was the power
given Lo a chemist to poison people. ‘Poti-
tioners.” " he added, “were sufiragettes who
|threw bombs and petition=.. and ‘abhorers’
(sic) were hunger-strikers.”  The repors
states that the mis-spelling “pastural’ was
adopted ‘by at least 20 Junior Commercial
candidates. and “boarder’” for “border” was
irequent. Much econfusion was shown in the
use of “affect™ and “‘effect.'” and the spelling
' fof geographical names wus weak: Calumbo,

f—

Meditteranean, Cicily, Scicily, Artic, and
Pujet  occurred again and” again., Ths
‘jexaminer was  nonplussed by, the word

“sawya,"” but as it was used in .con.

nection with Mapchuria, he guessed that

SO¥H were meant. |
—Handwmnting and Spelling,—

The examiners have much go say in re.

W =

University examina- |

the triaining of the candidates,

dispensing power claimed by the |

ference to the secomplishments of students
m the English exoninations.  In the pri-
mary “‘there was a distinet improvement
in handwriting. and 'in’ method of arrunce-
ment. . . . Few cained anything like
full marks for parsing. and some got
trackeally none.  In the phrase,  ‘if ho
Bﬂ_ﬂ h‘ld dﬂﬂ."_—iﬂ per cent. of the Can-
didates saw nothing wrong with the word
‘laid:*  apparently something in the ol
mate makes it hard fo use ‘to lie’ and ‘to
lay’ corvectly. A good many stil] beljeve
that ‘I don’t think’ i equivalent to ‘T
think not” or 1 don’t think so' The
asmion of sueh a short wordl ns’ ‘so
& furely poor economy when it does not !
nmke sonse.”  The senior and junior Eng. |
lish pavers are both described 4 “nmmrred
by bad spelling und wores handwritine.”
Candidates for senior are, if anything, |
the worse offenders, and in spite of fre
Guent warnings the avriters of half-formed
and mongre! characters vecmn  to  be in.
f1fasing in aumbers."” 2

5 —Arithmetic.—

The primury arithmetic paper wis fairiy
L done, but o @ood manyv candidates wore
uncertain about mmits of measurement:
¢z, thal there are 100 links in a chnin,
and that water is not usually measured in |
Joads or necks. There was the usual nmme.
ber of silly answers: thut 2 ewt. of pota-
« could be bougit for a penny, and that
a cubic foot of wood weighs anything
from 12000 part of on ounce Lo 50.000.000

= candidates subritted work

halt was quite unintelligble.” the
timpes.  “In many of these cases the

'r was naturally wrongz. but if was
pally right, [t must be diwtinctly

or e i1 s e b

o

/| stopgag. Candidates are warned that such
parrothke l'l.‘.‘rlllf'ﬂ are dangerous, and are'|

!

| the textbook have been too closely adherea

{for figures of any man in the country,”

-

| can

“preseniea tnree marked ract
; ?_i%ll:hﬂ were  cisgracelully t'unhd?.
the anthmetic was very ipaccurate  (no
dﬁhﬁhmlv a result of untidiness). and
the bookwork was not known., Most can-
didates understood how to do the ques-
tions, but comparatively few could get
reasonably correct answers, 0
contained twb ndeces of algebra

haa the curniosily to tabulate the resulis

1 of 50 candidates. taken in numerical order,

Of these 19 did not attempt one piece,

d character-y

on
. kwork, |
| It was so badly done that the examiner

and eight did not atiempt the other.
candidates sttempted neither. Fouor can

| didatea obtained as many as hali-marks fo
{ the ope, and

eight candidates for th
other, but only one cundidate oblained us
many as hali-marks for each piece. Ty
such cirenmstances it would have been sur
prising if the rest of the paper had been
well. done,  As usuanl in this exarhinatior
the graph was done wretchedly.” |

~{Feography . — A<

In primary, jumior, and  senior  alike
geography seems to have been o weall
point, for the average of pusses was nol
50 per cent. Atlemptis of primary candi
dates to draw the map of the southern
Eoghsh. counties  are deseribed as  gro-
tesque, and ‘half the papers included
Weesex, which has no existence, The
junior papers =howed “very  imperfect
kuowledge of such simple subjects as the
cause of occan currents, the nature of the
tides, conditions that influence ¢limate,
and the origin of plains.” In the junior
commercial one candidate convineed  his
examiner that his physiographic knowledge
was saky lacking by bis declaration that
“the warm current condenses the colder!
current into ordinary sea water, and makes
it more suitable for fish.” The candidates.
were: asked to write notes on  Buffalo,
Seattle, Stettin, Stassfurt., and Messina.
'Out of 116, only 16 knew anyihing about
Stassfurt. whose producis are the basic of
(Germany’s  world-famed . chemica! indus.
triea.  Most confused this town with
Strassburg, and onequarter of them wrote

oLy
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‘apout a place which they called “Ht-r-a.-:a~:

furt.”  OF those who attempted the
question, almost all told the examiner that
(the place was important for goose-liver
potting works! Juffalo was wmost un-
known: the timber tiade between Seattle
‘and Australin was seldom mentioned. The
' best average answer wés fon. Messina.
‘owing no doubt to the attention drawn to
‘that place by the recent earthquake. .

-
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—History.—

In discussing ignorance . exhihited in
relation. to history, the examiners state.
that the words as well as the chapters of

to, ‘the significance of facts bas not been
grun[ied. and a statement like that upﬂ!‘;cd
to Walpole. that “he had the best ad

occured again and egain in the candidafes’
L08Wers, in relat;mmf to many characters,
dnd was apparently in use as a convenient

not acceptable even when co rect,

—Other Departments.—

Severe comment is passed on the junior
physico results, which it is held indicate
a4 defect in  teaching. One candidate
alone was really excellent, the others who
gained credits being creditable in contra-
distinction to the rest of the students
rather than absolutely: while any other

than the most lenient ma-king  of the
papers would have reduced the present
attenuated  pass et (104 passes, . 145
failures) By 30 per cent.” 1n discussing the
Junior commercinl  shorthand and A
writing tesults a large percentage of
failures in the formes @ noted, and in
reference - to the latier the examipér is

‘|not surprised that there are complaints
| nmong

~ business mes that it
is amost. | impossible Lo get.
kood typists.  “Not only do the candidates
stem quite umable 0 make our hanawrit-

| them untidy.
Teachers ought 'to give more  practice in
copying mmusc-.rt&tn. and ought to teach
the meaning of the ordinary  correction
signs, which will be required in the next
examination.  Dealing with the IHigher
Greek and Latin, the following chould be
laid to heart be t
—="The superiority of the Western Aus-
traliun cundidates in Higher Greek and
| Latin over the South Australian is more
masked than before. It was hard
the latter, hard to fuil the former.
statistics: —Latin—Western m.ﬁ;‘d!trlh:,

_per cent,,
ustrahia, 10 o
.

ing, but the very fact of having to 'trj"ll
| %eems to make them recklesale '

whom 1t conderns: |

was deserved; and in numerow

ments l_mpruﬁq:gn_ﬁ:;i'r, iced, 1]

tures pussed on maby po nts bot
P,

teaching and the work of th
should Fﬂ?‘ﬂth on their mettle
cannot do better than to recomm
both should procure the | cpor
fully digest it with the view of ¢
whure 1mprovements can pe ef
the coming year's work.

Ly

¥

-

”

L - Fi

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND
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A question of interest to Re
Catholics has zrisen ecting
tion of one of the text hoo
versity examinutions. ()
Felmt.ed

m i
the
mart
W 'Js

UNI ‘lrERﬂw T F_: '.'_ -. .

versily ho at ofice communicated
with the Clfipesllor of ;Flf;‘f&:ﬁ:;r (el
Samuel Wi%).« and the matter hak b a2
settled in# manner which s exilise

prove eatisfactory oCatholls. |
cellor: has arranged fhgt T,
“Engiiah Eﬁﬂﬁ}.“l’ 18 1 _;’f“_**,' witcted aa o
alternative text“book, aD@ the necesss
arrangements  will be m#8  accordin

without delay, R
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