CEDUCATION COMMISSION.

~ Mr. COD EYBEER resumed the discus-
sion of his molion for the adoption of she
report on the Roval Commissaon on Edu-
cation. The education of the inmates
of the reformatomies had been considered
by the commission. So far as the Magill
Reformatory was concerned he said the re-
velations made by the commission came
a5 an unpleasant surprise to the public,
to the Government, and to the State Chil-
dren’s Couneil, whieh was directly respon.
sible for <he good management of the in-
stitution.  The commission found that
at Mount Barker and Brooklyn Park
bomez for some of the reformatory boys,
were excellently condueted by the Salva.
tion Army ami

Roman Catholic awthori-
tacs, ai much less cost per head than at
the Magill Reformatory, and an attempt
wans made to educate whe boys. At the
Magill institution practically nothing avas
done until lately. Some of the children
had been sent there for truancy, among
other thipgs, yet had buen still robbed of
means of education. There was now a
qualified teacher at the Reformatory. The
cos. of school buildings was a subject {o
which great consideration was given in all
the States. - In that direction the cominis-
sion hoped %o effect economies.  The
feneral opinion was that too much expense
was incurred 4§ o rule in new buildings,
and Lhat a great part of the expenditure
m rg:ﬁ.udellui: old ones ought to have been
avaided.  Experiments should be made
with a cheaper class of building. Another
uniortunate <lass was the mentally defec-
tive, and the commission recommended
that these should not be taught at the
ordinary schools, but in some such institu-
Qon at Minda by armangement to be made
by the Government.

The PREMIER—If you use Minda or
any central institution you have to bring
children distances from “their homes. thus
creating another difficulty. Feeble-minded
¢hildren are often best left at home with '
the means of geiting such Knowledge as
they can pick up. L

Mr. CONEYBEER rocognised that, bet |
said that in the larger towns there were
tn_inr feebleminded ﬂn were a hindranee,

en a4 menace. o the ordimary pupils at
the achools. He had dealt gﬂEerEH}[: with
primary edusdtion. They had reached the
sime when boys or girls 13 vears of age
and not <o l L attend school any
onger would begin to look for emplov-
ment.; In nearly all trades boys could net
g0 nto employment at 13, and the conse-
| quenes was that, in the metropolitan area
;?ﬂnwularly, any poution which happened

(0 be vacant was taken, with the resyit
that a Jad who might have become o
t:::;uﬁh.! r competent tr'-fnﬁdesmun began to

n fis dving as an office boy, messawe
boy, or telepbone boy, dependent for th}_'-
future on the education he received i the
primary echools. Ian the other Sta‘es a:.
tendance at primary schools was compul-
sory until 14 vears of age. The commis-
to make 1t compulsory here

;-'iar[I wiln]-thed
nntil the same » not at the primary
: 8, but at aﬁi:_hi n echools, jll..ﬂiﬁ-}:l‘
technical schoole, agriculiural schasls, and

sehools,

domes:ic arts schools, for children betwon
13 and 14 who livedd within three mi]um,;L -;:}I
those schools. They could not have thoe
Achonls in ‘all the towns, but if 47 per
cent. of the population was in the metro.
politan area they could reach the bulk
of the children. The idea behind the ro.
commendation was that when a child Wils
13 vears of uge and had obtained a fiTth
class certificate the department would
notdy parents that that chitld would pu..-}s

cr scaools abovemen-

:?0;?;3 ﬂ{ the high

1 L was akso suggested that the

teachers be asked to consult with {-;}\‘!
for which the

parents aw” to the school

children were hest suited. and i
(would_be drafted off accomtingir. - orl
(eonmni==ion hoped thus {o asceriain what |
| b*mi_ was in the case of each student

S .- atiend: WS
provided for at those school hi 1.
give the children a knawled:;:- :f IE}L EE
of siudy thot lay bevond the primary sye

Ko \:J-ﬂ.

avd whet the “appetite to
not passed the fiith dass

tem
Where boya had
 sandand at 13, it was recommended b st
tend also an evening continuation school
fa;; two nights a week. The most gucoses
jul bays in technical schoals were those
fiorough: A8 the Eiumtion Demrics
- A ucation '
could influence the choicn of a boy oons
bis future cecupation, it would be j
mﬁr to direct the flow of labour
 diffe; n:tttr:du. The ﬁn;gnth
. o0 4 parent that one pariicul
Eﬁ; was overcrowded, thal the rates ﬁ
pay in anolher weore low, that another, re.
irng more mcrifice at the outset, would |
™ & betier rolumn in the end, or that an
.lm.thu most indenendent.

&
-
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this was the timt State to establish Tree
high schools. They had the Adclaide
High School, and 22 district high schools,
with a maximum attendancée of 3.000. The
growth of the Adelaide High School had
been wonderful, and it had a ercdifable re-
cord in the University examinations. The
better education of such a proportion of
the young people would give them a|
brighter ontlook and increased npKortum-
ties, and would raise the tone of the com-
munity. The commission had made re-
commendations for .‘Hutur_m the State
system of secondary education on a nore
satsfactory basis. Tt was proposed ' to
place that branch under the direct control |
of the Supernntendent of Secondary ]:)t.tu-'l
cation, who would be responsble to the
Director, At present there was no ade- |
quate inspection of the high schools, and
consequently no  efficient control of the
teachers. It was proposed to :‘:}'II the
secondary schools  “high  &chools™ and
“State Colleges,” the former being those
which took children to the standard of the
University junior, and the colleges those
which prepared students for the senior
and higher public examinations. Practi-
¢ally al] the teachers were young men, and
the schools were attached  to  primary
schools, the head masters of which, in some
cases, were old enough to be the fathers
of the assistants in charge of the secondary
schools. The system was one under which
friction and dissatisfaction were almost
bound to arize. The placing of the betier-
educated high-schoo] teachers in a subordi-
nate position was not calculated to attract
the best teachers to the secondary school
service, especially when it was provided
that those in charmge of the high schools
were classified as assistants, with very little
more salary than the assistants an  the
primary schools received. The tendency |
| now was for teachers with qualifications for |
high-school teaching to enter the teaching
service of the primary schools, where the

opportunities for advancement were
greater.  The commission resolved to re-

'commend that so far as possible the pri-

mary and secondary school systems should
be kept separate. The most important
branch of the FEducation Department’s
work in the future will be technical edu-
cation. It was significant not only to the
individual, but in a most direct and prac-
deal way to the mation, A country be-
came great only by the expansion of its
trade and commerce, which were depen-
dent on iis natural resources and its manu-
factures, and the extent to which these
were developed was governed largely by
the technical education of the people. The |
hope of Australia lay in secuning the best: |
possible system of . technical training. The
members of the commission realized that
too many youths were growing up without
technical training of any kind, and that
if they were asked to staie their occupa-
tions thev could only deseribe themselves
as unskilled labourers. The remedy for

this condition of affairs was greater oppor-|
'tunities for technical training and moro !
‘direct Government control. The report
showed that technical education at present,
s0 far as the Government was concerned.
was provided oply a: the Adelaide School
of Mines and five small country Schools of
Mines, to which a total £0.828 was voted
annually. Having voted the money, the
Government had no further control, and
had no supervision of the expenditure.
‘Each school acted independenily of the
others, and there was no uniform syztem
of traming. In some of tHe country
schools the results did not justify the ex-

enditure, but at one or two of them, and
in the Adelaide School of Mines, much
better results were obtained. It was ques-
tionable whether this form of education
‘was best entrusted to honorary boards.
'Good work had been done by the Adelaide
School of Mines, but was this doe entirely
to the Council? Equally good results had
been achieved by the Sydney Technical
College, where nearly 6,000 students were
insiructed by Government experts. The
commission was confirmed in its con-
clusions by the receipt shortly before it
concluded its labours of a paper on “Tech-
nical Education in Australia,” by Mr. C.
A. Sussmileh, which was read before the
Australasian Association for the Advance-
ment of Science. The commission prac-
tically came to the same conclusion, that
the Adelude School of Mines must become
the technical university, and that the work
now done at the insiitution should not be
carried on also by the Adelaide University.
The commission decided thot there must
be a uniform svetem of tochnical train-
ing for all Schools of Mines in the State,
and tha: all must be under direct Govern-
ment control. The commission also deci-
lded to make’ iU compulsory on appren-
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| tices 1o attend techneal

| of the department with the names of

| That it be obligatory on employer f F
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that point recommended t i I'l : ; )
of apprentices furnish the fochmical B

prentices, and that the departme %
thut ap reubim:fﬁiihﬂ?{iuﬂil training
technical schools as should be presest

send their apprentices Lo technical sthinls

ane-half day per week during working |
hourw and' pay the school fees. THat ax

far s possible, high school buildings e |
used for the purposes of 1-"31‘"-,:"' oals: |
and that a school committes or advigors !
council be wppointed in connechion: with |
cach technical school. The system of ar ’i
prenticesinp l"_‘:l broken o _n"'dﬂn; r
chunged industrisl conditions, and few ap-
prentices. were now  taught & complee
trade. The only remedy was to make thie
uttendance of apprentices Bdthp%.il'
technical colleges in their employors' time
0s w{-ll_ as in their own, and at their en-
ployers expense 0 far as fecs were con-

uf-rm:d. The employers had the services

ol apprentices al a  yery L '
would find, as had been ?*i;ﬂnd in Vit Al 4

Victoria
that they will be repai d ovep!
the Inds 4

dagain h;'r huvin p}mp.gﬂy- trained.
Anolher hmnfﬁ of technical education to

SRS

'part in the developmentof the Sbrte. $he

merce, the

' school; but owing to the

which little attention was padd in South'
Australia is that relating ‘E:?i hkﬁmﬂtmiul":

I'he teaching of a few boys at Roseworthy

Agricuttural  College avas practically  all

thut wns being done, and yet South Aus
tralin was more dependent on the develon-

ment of her agricultural mesources tham
any other State. The wonder was that

they had done so well in dgacultiive. The

credit was probably due o the excellent

oficers in the Agricultuml rhrmnt,liqj] ]
the Agricultural Bureaus, and to the en-
terprise and intelligénce of their farmess.
The commission sugrested that the Magill
Retormatory and the land connected thers-
with might be u=¢d for an agricultural hish
: magnificent gl:
by Mr. Peter While of land for the pu:-
wase at Urrbrae that course need not now |
be followed for the present. The evideuce
in the other State: conficmedthe Opinion |
that it was desirable:to have such a schoal |
near the city, with the object of attras:-|
ing city boys 10 a country life. The com-
mission also suggested thatupother agricul-
tural high school shounld “be established
at Swanport, near Murray "Bridge, wheec |
there would be an opportunityrof insiruct-
ing “boys in methods of irrigation, which
it was likely would play an important

minimum age:at which a boy could enter )
the Roseworthy College was: 16, and:thore
two high schools, which wonld no doutz
be followed by others, would give ampled
opportunities to boys between 13 and 16
The commission also consklered it wouid
be a great advan it a Chair'of Agricul-
ture  were founded at the University,
as suggested by the comneil of that
institution. It svas no. doubt probable
that the gzift by Mr.. Peter Wiaite to the
University would help in that direction.
So far as University cducation was con-
cerned the members: of the commission
confined their attention to ascertaining in
what manner the Adelaide ~University
might be helped ﬁnnnmal]{;. The needs of |
the University weré set before the com-

mission in a statement, \*.'ll_mhi-sh-:rwed* it |
would require £39.800 to mee the Uni-

versity's requests, part of which would be
annually reeurring expenditure, .‘1_11 ﬂ:i&i-
tion, the University asked for £17.820 a5
subsidy on expendilure on buildings
erccted between 1898 and 1903, when,
owing to bad times, the claims of |
University were nob pressed; and #ﬁ"; |
further requested a special grant of L0,

to carry outb much-m*e&qd lpprovements
to the main building. The select com-
mittee approved of the special Eﬂmt'-l 'm}
made the amount £12,000:. instead o
£6,000. the increase to be taken mto f“!“' |
sideration iin the adjustment of the claim
for £17.825. A leading suggéstion ol tne g
commission was that the grp,_dt_.“ln the lﬁ:.l
versity be increased by 'if‘l.ms_““iﬁ b:‘
understanding that the amount wou o
devoted principally to the increase ol the

salaries - of “the professors and lecturers.

who were not nearly so well remuncrad

as those of ths other States, “Another i
portant decision u'ns"wﬁh.mHEEL¢ W Ry
constitution of the coumed of the Lok
versitv, At the suggestion of tl:.c cﬁ;‘n-
mission, and with the _n[mmvnl _uf e
council, Parliament Iﬂ:'lﬂll_pﬂﬁﬂﬂ'_‘lﬂa-r
by which five representatives of I ho:i?
ment were elected to the gOVErnIng, oo

C
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of the University, and it mow £
that the University Council lﬂ?l?]nlﬁ
more widely representative,” and the S84
recommended that the University Ack bE
amended o provide for the appol ilg |
of one representative each of g:; |

of Manufactures, the Uhamber |

the Adelaide
cation Depa
Council,



