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- Mr. A. Mansbridge, M:A., secretary of
the Workors' Educatioual Association,
Great Britain, addressed a meeting in
the Botanic Park yesterday under the
duspices of the Bétanie Park Labor Re-
‘gulation League, Mr. W. G. Clough, or-
‘ganising secretury of the league, occupied
+the chair, |

Mr. Mansbridge preficed his remarks
h_:.? referring to the work of the organisa-
uon ip the mother country. Education,
ho said, sounded rather a dry subject
o some people, especially wnen they as-
soclated the subject with their  early

schoolaays and the administration of cor. |,

poral pumishment to pupils.  But edu-
cation had developed enonmously in the
Slate schools. duning the lust 10 years.
In his youth heé learned all about the
capes and gulfs of Austraia, but nothing
whatever Abpub Australia itself. Thau
system of tuitlon had given way to a
lnore rational system, and now scholars
were taught something of the peoples
of the countries. He urged the estab-
hishmené of a0 educational system which
would promete physical and mental
strength, and ¢ncourage the movement of
men towarde one another, so that it
would be realised that an injury to one
meant an injury of the whole ol society.
Education on right  lines wonld nol
mean merely the survival of the fitiest,
'but the coneideration of the interest ot
‘alll.  Education properly applied would
compel the fitiest to care lor the weak,
50 tnat the weakest would have as good
‘4 time as the sirongest member of the
community. It was nol the damount ol
sducation but the quality that was re-
juired, and it was the bounden duty
i every man and every woman o junake
ho best of themselves fer the benefit
f the cmnmuma', both phi;gic:dl}*. mor-
lly, and spiritually. Every bit of thoughy
hich 4 man oOr woman gave to  Lhe
roblems of the time was one step to-
ards the solving of thoseé problemns.
It did not matter what intellest the
son poseassed if he would give proper
ght to the problems of the day.
:h of the humsan suffering was due
he human brain having béen allowed
rift aimlessly, and it wis tho dutﬂ ol
; man and women to do the est |
could with their brains by turning
; . on to the thiuﬁ that were not
W=y, false, or vile. 'He urged ﬂ\rar{ﬂnmf
1 start the higher education by making
¢ best use of his owa b power,
rich needed no subsidy and oo legis-
fon: it was the province of every Inain
4 woman to develop the brain, and

had no n
\rson’s permission, a8 it was their own |
. do as they pleaged with.
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tories Lm a ;antl:g at the universities
but ha hoped that the time was not fa
distant when women would not be founc
working at 'soul-destroying ocetpation:
in the factories of England, Auvstralia, o
any other civilieed country. ‘In a Nort!
London suburb a1 number of railway mer
'met in one of their colleagues’ front par
lor on a Sunday, and were taught from
10 an. to 1 pm. by & university teacher
The education authoritiea eent their i
cpector down, and he reported that the

spaca for the pupils. Thai gave L
pupile a gplendid lever to use, and they
used it to such effect that they had now
tor some time had a autis[mm% room
carry out their studies in. rning tc
Australia the speaker said he coneidered
himsell lucky that he had been able t
spend “13 weeka in the Commonwealth

¢ had recciverd welcomes from  th
Trades Halls and workers of Australir
far greater than he bad ever anticipatad
and he had been gladly received by the
universitiea. He had done all he conld
to unite the mental toilars with the man
ual toilers, the .echolars with the men of
tho handicrafts, so that they wonld follow
fon the lines of the English organisation.

In Queensland a workers' educationa)
organisation had been bronght into being
and a university class would soon be et
tablished. 'The demand in Sydney wae
sn great that they were going to estab
lish six classes. Melbourne and Hobart
| were following on eimilar lines, and Wes
tern Australin was following suit Ip
Adelaide the nniversities, School of Mines.
| Education Department, and workers had
algo beea at work, and soon there would
ba a report published.. If any man de.
eired to associate with the movement he
should send his name on to Mr. T. B
Morry at the Trades- Hall. Jf the work
Hing people of England had risen in the
demand for education, then it was doubly
neceéssary that tha workers of ‘Anstralis
should rise and make similar demande
in their own intaeresis. The gearch for
gold waa not the only search, but fo
qunte the Prima Minister of England:—
“When & man or woman knows how to
read booke thevy will nobt barter their
knowledge ' for a king's ransom.”  Eng-
1land was looking to Auetralia, and what

be guch ns wonld mmke a light for the

workers for all time.  (Applavee.)
| Senator Newland éxpressed his pleasure
at having heard Mr. Mansbridge's re-
marks, and hoped that his stay in South
Australin would bha snch as wonld en-
| courage him to’'proceed gven further with
his good work. '

Representative F. A. Roberts. M H.R.,|

prefaced hie remarks hy thanking Mr.
Mansbridge for the address he had de-
livered. and was glad to imderstand that
the movement he represented aimed at
the elevation of the whole of the nation.
His devout hopa wae that Mr. Aane-
-t bridge would gucerad in hig mission.

A vole of thanks to the speaker was
movaed he Mr. E. Yates and ecarried by
acclamalicn.. : —
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movement. As her husbapd stands for
"the workers genemlly, =0 she stands

the Commonwealth did would, he hoped, |,
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especially for the cause of women's edu-
cation. 1In her talk the lecturer explained
how the association had originated. The
idea had come from the workers them-
sr_:h'cn; and upon that fact depended much
of the suceess of the movement. The |
:'urkm had felt the growing nced of a|
ctter and wider education than they hndq
had or could 1bly get in conditions thegq
existing.  They had appealed to varions
organisations, including the co-operative
and f{riendly societics, the trade unions,
women's associations, and colleges, and the
umversities for help’ in devising some
schemeo by which they might obtain the
cducation they wanted. As a result of

' this apreal a combined’ conference  was

held, the outcome of which was the in-
auguration of the Workers' Eduocational
Assocution.

In the working of the asosciation care
nad been taken never to lose sight of the
tact thut tbe demand bad come from the
workers, and that the knowledge for which
they asked was vot extended to them in a

which

epirit of patropage, but as a right
tEer shared with :h classes. The idea was

' to encourage them to:think for themselvos

and fo inspire and stimulate them in their
awakening, Wherever classes were desired
they were formed. The atudents in each

s chose their own subjects, and the as-
sociation saw to it that none but the best
teachers, men and women on equal
pay, were supplied to give the pecessary
wstruction. ese classes were open fo,
all on a common basis, Egual appor-i

| tunities fo join were afforded men and

women of any status. Tlnoe fees for the
course of lectures were fixed at a figure
low enough to admit the very poorest.

The provision of equal voting power for
all students helped further o promote that
spirit of fellowshin which was the seerct
of their success,  The doing away with
claes distinction made possmble s betier une
derstanding and greater sympathy between
al concerned in the movement. 1

Mre. Mansbridge went on to tell how
wnnﬁlprfully hnrmng.lin'nﬂx the svstem was
working. epe Mmen o ir TOOIMS
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during the coHere vncations. All sorts
met and amakmmated fessors
and dometic workers, collece mer and
laborers. Many were the discussions nfter
the lectures, and the expositions of differ-
ent points of view. u benelit was
being derived fram these classes: not only
were the workers gaining the knowledoe
they needed, but the professors and colloge
men realised what an insaleniable good it
was to them to get a real insight into the
oxperience of the practical workers
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