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" DEATH OF SIR JOHN
DUNCAN.

STATESMAN AND
GENTLEMAN.
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_Tha_ Hon. Sir John Duncan, MLC.,
died on Wednesday  morning after a
brief illnese, and .the news of his
death  came as a shock, because
the latest bulletin  issued on Tues-
day concerning his condition promised an
farly. restoration to health. Last week
J¢ was unable to take his seat in the
Legislative Council on the opening day,
but later in the week he attended and in-
tormed Ministers that he felt much bet-
!:e«r. Gallstones were the cause of his
illness, and ‘on - Sunday afternoon the
trouble became so acute that Dr. Giles,
who - was called in, arranged that the
patient shounld be conveyed to the North
Adelaide .private. hospital, as an operation
geemed jmperative.
an operdtion was performed by Drs. Giles,

ey

The late Sir John Duncan.

Cudmore, and Smeaton, and Sw John
made such good progress that there was
justification for the hope of speedy and
complete recovery. Early on Wednesday
morning, however, he suddenly became
worse, and the members of hia family
were summoned to the sick room. The
patient gradually grew weaker, and in
epite of the close attention devoted to bim
he died at about half-past 9 o'clock.

The news was lelephioncd to friends and
others, and it with remarkaole
rapidity, The toiling of the Town Hall
beil and the hoisting of flags at half.
mast at once told a tale of sadness, and

the regret felt was universal, for Sir
John Dﬂm w“hia e of tt.’::l i _
known uand nost ‘respected men
s, Austealis 5 He. was, indeed,
‘one of Naturg's gentlemen, one whose

tem nt end him to all,
i Lol e et v ey
influence upon _who were bro
-inm contact with him, whose manifest
fairness and openness won for bhim ad-
mirers in all ranks, aund whose ”"ﬁ
Jaughter made those nd him
bright  and .'_'hlﬁliﬁle;__ Hig thoughtfulness
for others and gentle Kindliness won him
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‘A LIFE OF WORK.

" A BIOGRAPHICAL SEETCH;
8ir John Duncan's sareer was perfectly

rounded. Hp won Success in eve ere
of- activity wpen which he mm?edmh Of
him it may truly be said “Take him for
all in all, we ne'er shall look upon his
like again.” His services on behali of
South Australia began when he was quite

#« boy. It is over half a century since

'hff rode from Wailatroo fo Watervale
with the news of the discovery of the
Wallaroo mines, and it was he also who

“took the first mivers from Buarra to open
up the rich copper lodes at Wallaroo and

Moonta. Recently, when on a visit to' the

ﬂ?aﬂarc_m smelting works, Sir John Dun-
can poinr~d out a portion of the house
¢till stanaing which formed portion of his
father's station, whence he made his e
morable ride. _’E_{c also explained with re-
zard to the origin of ‘“Wallaroo” that he
well remembered the wool sacks  sent
irom the sheep station bore the name
‘Walla Arco,” which was. the original
spelling of the name. Although he was
born of wealthy parents, Sir John Dun-
can had been a worker all his life. His
first L-rnnai;larmmt._ Wwas 1n connection with
the Wallaroo mines, sod he won. there
the estéem and respect not only of his
vinployers, but also of ithe¢ men. Strange
43 1t may so e was practically the
first member of Parliament sent in by a
Jabor orgunisation. Wallarco in the far
away days ‘when be originally entered the
House of Assombly  was included in the
constituency  of Port Adelaide, and Sir
Wohn was triumphantly returned by the
minerd ageinst o candidate nominated at
the cily end. Since thut period, now
about 42 years ago, Sir John Dunzan had |
been constantly and promivenily in the
public eye. though he condistently d-
xlined to. accept office in any Govern-
ment, from the very first he was recog-
nised as & man of s ability, with a |
natural bent for ‘pobli¢ afiairs. In the
House of Aﬁemhﬁr' he always occupied
an ho position, and everyome knows
what a tower of s th he was in the
Lemslative Counctl.. Sir John Dunsan
had strong political views, but he was
alwavs ﬂinfﬁnghlly fair and wupright, and
at was because of thia and the knowledge
that he could be implicitly trusted that
he won the respect of all classes of the
community. There t‘i;ﬂ-!l t;;ﬂh hﬂfm ¥ dm':d

noing & ring in the ute paid to
E.lgﬂ memory Izlr_r the leader of the Labor
Party in the House of Assembly on Wed-
nesday mumingru there was in that ut-
tered by the Premier.

No one who was present will forgel the

hearty manner in which Sir* John lEmmm

wus greeted wherhe rose to speak in the

first joint sitting Lf the Legislative Coun-

c¢il and the Houge™f Assembly which woa,

summoned some years ago with the object
S(ﬁmtut

{ olecting a to the Federal Upper
;fnu: e high 'estecmn in which he was
held in political eircles woas repeated
throughout the many activities with which

he wos associated.  Of him it can_be said,
as it was comcerning the great Duke of
WeUinﬁhn. “Whateyer record leaps 1o
light, he never shall be shamed.” Sir
Johm Dund;:n'u tanturu WS l&:f the mndmr-
and la t, and one could, unde
d'ﬂkh:u._ mt made h{hﬂr aughan

in thel;ﬂnuu% i m} :aaj‘::I tlﬁlmu :ll:]::
were mﬁ - Ql0Re 1 o |
him mot’ only | him, but loved

—— —

| lizment to speak. Of him it may be eaid

) ¢ purpose of =u
or ¢pposing &
Government or a :
himself the task’ of probing
+he 'bottom and

th of .%-ﬁnz
p
scheme set in motion by the
1Imlri-tr.n.te member, he set
the matter 1o

fortifying himself wilh

{acts which cppeared to him to be indis-
- ptﬂtah_lréb&umheruﬁeinh!nphminm:
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in Milton’s words—
“Studious to Jearn and know, and thepee

to do
What might be public good.”

The long-standi Murray River goes-
tion was one of problems thal exer-
ased his mind during many sessions, and
some years ago, with the idea of be-
coming more fully acquainted with the
subject, he deaded to make a per
sonal inspection of the stream and
some of its tnbutan Consequently
fu_l;ﬁ-dfnnathuf a Parh - ﬂ party
organi or the purpose 1 a
trip down the watercourse from E‘:ﬁm
On that _ Sir

course men-

to  the sea. oceasion
John not only travelled the
tioned, but he followed some of the Mur- |
rg tﬁhmﬁ LRM %ntanu!, the rﬁrm
versed akool,
| 3 the Darli

ur- |

rumbidgee, a trip |
was made almost continuo in the day-
light, =0 that the legislators could see
the country and devote conmdemation fo
the Murray waters question in all ita
bearinga.  Sir John was one of the
most abseryvant of the ?;rty. and bhe
thered mnch valuable information en
the journey that was of great help to
legislators gene . His on
i—hrgh quﬁ:a and when presenting hili:

a on. n
case invariably sobmitted facts and

g

figures which. could not fail = to
value to advocates of the: ts of |

Austrabi One of his ch chamaoter.
is::lim w:i his tﬁar%ugbm everything.
| place An-
Sir John Duncan’s birth WAl
struther, Fifeshire, Seotland,  With his
parents h&_ﬂlllt:i.ﬂw Australia in
1854, when ‘was mi ars of

He was the . elde
ﬂisu brother .
ughes, in ~ pursuits |
in the locality of Hoyle's Flains, ava on
Yorke Peninsula, including the axea pow
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