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A Reply from the Professarlal Board

’l'h: Number of htﬂdcnts""reachlng Stalf Working llnder
Great Difficulties

1

Mr. . E. Whitfeld, chairman of the
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' The number of first-year ..tmtuna
as Tollows:— ‘
The University of Queensland opened

| in March, 1911, with 60 matriculated
| students, and the enrolment inereased
during the vear to 83, including botht
matriculated and unmatriculated. The
Iather Australlan Univerzlties started

¥ | with comparatively [lew students,

: “The DIniversity bepan lectures iu

March, before some of the members of
the teaching staff had arrived; conse-
quently it was impossible to hold a
proper matriculation examination this
vedr, and the number of mon-matriciy-
lated student= is higher than 1t will ne
in future vears when the University
twill conduct Its own matriculation,
i Most of the Training College Students
are non-matriculated. Some students
‘who had passed various other exsmnin-
ations were adinitted as "'matriculated
students, others as non-matviculaiod,
others agaln were rejected as not suth-
ciently advanced to attend Univeraity
lecturez,  There geemis (o be an lin-
pression  inm some-  quarters that this
Universitys Is'@oing  gomethine excep-
tlonal and ridiculous In admitting non-
maitriculated s=tudents at all, but thoe,
same thing s done . most Universi-
tles. At Syvdney University, for in-
hstnuco therd are about 200 pnon-matri-
culated ﬂmmntﬂ attending ' various
Feourser of instruction.

“The article implies that the number
of students per member of the teach-
e siaf is ridiculously' low, whereas
it ‘Is eoxceéntivnally high—hivher than
in the other Australiun Universities—
and has only been  possible becanse
first-vear work alone was undertake::
this vear, and  the full = luloratory
courges could ot he Eiven,

"Wlﬂx reﬂtd. Lo Lﬁi' quéstion of
Iﬂ.hnrutnt‘y munlﬂ!. again your articls
is hardly jost, Frm:‘u-:nl work  has
hf.'E!l varried out Iu geology, biolazy
and engineering drawing,  zraphics,
éte,, and thul:&ﬂ#mr practically. no
avaflable accommodation for these at
the Technlcal Echp-nl. About £12.000

werth of hooks and sclentific appara-

teaching, and & consideralbde amount of
this equipment has. alremdy arrived.
Provided. that the Senale and the
Legislature oan COle to an srrange-
ment &bout the hlllldinl{ﬂ. exchange of
| lands, ete, theve Is nothing f prevent
the University fram’ ﬂﬂi—n eilicient
courses of iutrm:tluﬂ tn the muh:.- sir-
dents wWho 7 disposed 1o avalil
thems=eives of th&ﬂnnor;unithﬂ i {Tered,
 *"When the queﬂtdﬁm disciussed of
| finding acecommodation for the Univer-
Asity at the  Techufeal 'Echool  Iast
| March, the Tﬁ:‘*ntnﬂ bcbml authori-

Professorlal Board, writes =s tol-
blows:—

“In your issue of the l4th Inst. there’
iz an article dealing .with the U'ni-
J'\'ursit}' of Western Austeslia, wod Ir ]
contalns several errors, which wre
lizable to credate & wrong impression.’
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Faculty. Matricu-  Non-natricu y
lated students, lated studenis
ATl Nigls =" 61 Y
Science. . . 2h 14
Enginecring . 13 # J
Totals . . 33 112

tus {2 heing  ordered for next year's |

e h-ujd nqur offer the ure of five or |

: . 1%1&;{ ty &t pre-

4 roun Uy wOrts
e th nl"‘an{tu rnndz’

== - AN e AT e

f:ur tﬁe Universily At the 'lunuua:
School,  Indeed, if things turn out he 1-.[
AN tha:-v did at Brisbang, the starting “,
the University Is. Iikely. to h"'ut. ta, &
fresh influx of students to lha Tecl-
ateal Schoel, and -thai body  will :
aulre all ite aecommodation For Il.:-'uli.'

o With- rexard (o the e porien
buildings themselves, the duterior, 1'1.\.1
all events; 18 quite good rt_mnl.-h jor
anvone, Suvcly it s no disErace Lo
use Jarruh, schiich ~ can hold s | .
with any’ Umber I the wov id elther
for anpearance or Aurability? &y tar
as the menzhers of the e aching =tall
are conceruned, they waould rather s¢€
“the money spent in equipment than in
| providing = wshowy ﬂtyrlur w the

University.

"=

“The teaching stall, especially in the
gcivnce department, is certalnly work-'
Ing under great disabilities at present,
But i8 doelog its best to remove them.,
The =ame tling has happened at ‘the
starting of mogt cther Universitles,
:pd nothing  Is galned . by makinge
things appear worse than theys are.
FPAlréady the most ridiculous reports
cabont the University have been ciren-
lated m-=ome sections of the Eastern
presg, and If, in addltion, erroneous
statements wre published in our own
press, it may damage the prestige not
only of the University but of the whole
Siate, Moveover, it {8 quite unneces-
sary, becnuse anvole I8 welcome to
look over the University er obtain any
mformationn Lrom the University
office.” " '

We are certainly surprised to learn
that there are 201 gtudenis at the Uni-
versity: but that surprise is lessened
by the statement that 112 of them are
non-matriculated.  Thesée 112 may be
clasged a8 students, but unless they

matriculate they never can hecome
sraduates or take degrees. In most

Instances they are young people who
dre specialjsirg  on  gome particular

\ ¢lens of the University,

subjdect, and may miake use of a free
University to attend lectures and gain
the knowledge they arve seceking. Eut

they arve not Unlversity students in the
accepted sense, and as o literal ract
there are only 89 of these, and.- our
average per head of the staff is liberal
enough. ' ,
Prolegsor Whitfeld rather confuses
theé. suggestion that the echnlcal
School could have heen made the nu-
Without addi-
tienal . acenmmodoation the proposal
would be impracticable:; but suppos-
ing the western wing of the Fechnical
School had been erected and handed
over to the TIiniversity temporarily,
that would have provided more accom-
mudation thau the Jarrah structure
now occupligde-and in additlon the 17 ni-
versity could easlly. (nough have
availed itself of the laboratories at the
| =chool.  The new. wing would cost
L£10,000, Some L3000 or £4000 has
Leen spent on the Jarrahh Unlversity
and afler all. it is only temporary,
Which would have been  the - wiser
scheme? We repeat that at present It
seems absurd ta duplicate all theze
th!ng’u in a small community like W.A,
{!r cm;ne Wwe appreciate the desire of
the Prnfqamrlnl Board to protect  tho
prestige of the University, but the way
i do that I8 to get down Lo the bhed-
meck of practicability iastead of en-
deavoring to pursue the study of
chemistry and physies without the
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A quﬂst.mn wu pu,f. hy

torday as to whn-tharthn
tended to ca eut ;11
recommendations of !.hd Ed

mission with respect
tion of the Education depart
Peake's reply was distinctly ey
I intimated before,” he said, “the oo
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