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e o P Eattiors. ostAt i Wil gh out 15| | at certain times duxi

ng to the inrond of settlers estab-
lishinz farms and grazing paddocks.
“Afuch land is, however, only suitable
for forest, but hitherto fires and yer-
|min have wroughit great destruction. It
should be the aim of every one to con-

|serve these natural forest areas from S0y wledge  to

M.
Zealand kauri will ‘only last about 16} | &k cert {
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'in 20 years' time: hot there secms every
indication that'good tinyber land will get
more and more valusble and that mosk
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AFFORESTATION
_I_HTEHESTING FACTS AND FIGURES

. WHAT CAN BE DONE IN SOUTH
' AUSTRALIA.

rn‘:‘*ﬁ- ‘veport of more than passing inte-
Test is that which has been prepared by
Mr. 'Hughmﬂﬁgp Corbin, instructor 1in
lviormn, South_Australia. i
heading, ‘Facts and Figures Concerning
Toresiry in Australia,” ' Mr,  Corbin
touches upon subjects which, are well
 worthy of pernsal, having, a5 they do,
‘direct reference to & matier of the very
‘greatest importance to the State. South
Australia is only, now in 1is swaddling
clothes, as far as alforestation 1§ con+
cerned, and Mr., Corbin's repori ig an ar

cut in o favor ol & moOrg VIEOTOus
palicy in regard to the eare and cultiva-
son of our timbers. :

According to figures submitted by Mr.
\Corbin, the total value of timber, as de-
olared at the Customs, imported 1nto the
Commonwealth during the period 1801-
]-.lﬂlﬂ, equalled 1455 millions gterling,
‘Wherels the total value of timber ex-
ported during the sume period was only
6839 millions sterbng  The value of
auber imported 18 1ncreas vearly,
‘but the export values do not show &ny-)
thing like a similar increase. South
Eﬁustram alone has imported from over

he ses during the period 1205-11 1843
fmillions sterling worth of timber. —The
‘average annual importation is well over
'£532.248 worth, angj is increasing rngj 3
1y. AMr. Corbin does not say so, but
it is fairly well known that the valug
of timber exporteg is practically nil
Mhere can be no stronger argument in.
favor of afforestation than the fact that
the world's timber-yielding f[orests are
screasing in number and extent, while
‘the population of the world is increas-
ing rapidly. = Progressive couulries are
-eﬁmwmﬁmand_ afforesting .on scientific
business lines, ang not allowing a few
ercenary individuals {o dissipais by
wastefui methods the national wealth re.
\présented in timher, the destruction of
which causes Ueterioration’ of the land
and crops. - o - |

" Thp main objecly of fﬂrﬂll?r to be
‘achievey in Austratia are:—(1) To care-
fully develop in commercial quantities
I;hﬁ digenous timbers which aresuitable
for commercal pufposes; (2) to carefully
establish and develop exolic timber trees
which will grow in the various States,
. 8laa in the choicer localities develop
a8 much variety of timber as posaible.
In view of the costly importations the

fwo  lines of work Lere mentioned
.:--r"_'-""!._.-l- ik 1 ‘ -'lﬂ.*%ﬂmaﬂ
& more per-

of
com

;.- choicer epocies in order to produce;

countries will he forced to invent wiso
policies with regard to timber produc:
tion, and will undoubtedly be econsery
ing and planting on dress which are
‘capable of yielding high returns of tim-
ber on some of their best land for pro-
duction of the timber of the future.
With modern scientific methods forests
offer a veory sound invastment. :
_ What South Australia Can Do,
Australia grows some of tho finest
hardwoods in the world. In Ausiralia
there 4re  many oxlensive valuable
forests which must be looked to ull:
mately to provide timber in the place of
imports.  Australia has the advantage
of a varigty of climaies;, and should Le
able to provide timbers which, though

be qui
although not so densely wooded as eoma)
of the other States, is yet quite eapable!
of producing timbers in sufficiont quanti-
ties and of such nature as would roplace
the greater part of the enormous impor-
tationg., ‘There are many Jlocalities in
this State where the sniil and climatic
conditions are such that a great variely

. ' lup Which promises to create a°
not identical with those imported, should " | ket.
as satisfactory. South Australia,

of* species is poesible. This is rendered
obvious by the fact of the presence of
fine specimens ©f trees here and therg|
about the country. The argument thal
some of the choicer specios do not grow
as quickly as somo of th, other species.
is poor. because quick-grown timber s
necessarily lighter and inferor. More-
over, a variety of species is essential
gince it is cerfain that one species can-
not serve all purposes. The great point
iz for Australia, apd especially South
Aunstralin, to make 1be most of theas
ghoicer localities where valuable timberns
.can be vroduced.

Forestry and Labor.
. Another mmatter of great importance is
labor. Labor is 1 sine gua non even in
forestry, and there is no doubt that with |
regard to waltly stripping it thas lately |
been uncertain in South Australia: How-
ever, the question of labor applies to
every industiry. Prosperty and develop-
ment cannob exist in the absence of
satisfactory labor. It is clear also that
it is as much in the interests of the
laborer to help to develop the eszentials
of life, e.g.,, wood tanning bark, wherc-
'with the leather for his boots may Uo

)madu, &c., as it is in the interest of

any other unit of the community, One
(of the great advantages forestry offers w
the laborer is il provides a very conge.
nial, interesting, profitable, and healthy
way of earning a living, and supplies
with raw material many subsidiary indus-
‘tries in which his fellows may seek em-
mlngnant.. Foresiry may be man[::s&:l S0
as to provide continuoug and steady em-
ployment throughout the whaole year.

Forestry assists in the development of
the land and tends to relieve the conges-
tion of population in the towns,and this
is one of the most important matters of
the present day, especially in a new
country such as Australia.

v Revenue.

Planted trees take some iime {o pro-
duca'_.mvﬂnua. and BSouth Ausimlia is
the largest planter and will no doubt
réceivo 4 return in a few years which
will more than justifly the outlay. At

irior epecies o render them |
| attention 10

present the recaipts are emall. i
191011 the mﬁf ﬁﬁiﬁﬁ b sthe SEate
Forestry Dapartment was £3756, while the
@ nmfh E: the .-.;q;qmﬁ_. period  was
"he expe is grealer than
g o the extensive plant:
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cially in the li,gl(ht of the fact 121-
over & wood ia lelled the erowns and »ide
branches wsre practically valueless.  ‘In
this country many square miles of tim-
bar are waslefully bornb . However, the
treea- are of little use ﬁ!ﬁ% for fire-
wood,  Mallee roots are sald 10 make ex
cellent ¢larcoal, and could therefors
during a slack time, utilised
‘muking. ‘Clfarcoal 78 a Tight product
easily and cheaply tmapsported. T
l;mdxmti of charcos]l might therafor
yo worked up into g minor forest i=dur
Lry =— e, '
“In the past the chief demand for char-
coal hasg been among ths ang I:m-’
workers, but with theé introduction of gas
producers another outlet has opensd

While the demsnd s
¢ the demand was co !
Lively restricted a lew #mmm -
ply all that was needed, and it is !
due 1o this fact that charcoal-burning has
not been extensively pursued in Soutl
‘Australia. In cﬂnae%uaum_afi- the low
prujuci.io&etbﬂ prico has remained firm,
and, as consumption has ne
importition has been resorted to.
ing the last two yeurs 260 %ﬂl :
imported, mostly from New W
The Governmeani departments of s
State now use aboat 100 tons of charcosl'
per annuin,  and the chairman qfw;
Supply and Tender Board states
demand is on tha'tﬂinmm. _ 'uli'.ufg“
of recont contracts range, according to
the wood used, from to £2 15/ pe
'ton.  If the commodity were praduced
| mare extensively and placed on the ihiii

'ket at o reduced price, there is 'l
| doubt that it would dieplace coke for e
tain' purposeés 1 many siablis

'ments and factories. At the settlements
|along the River Murray several reioris
laré employed Dbu charcoal for gas

prcﬁugtmn as . m (] ywer for the
pumping machinery. ¢ industry 8
\worthy of sarious Jand-

holders of South Auvsiralia. It offers an

opporlunity of ‘convert all surpius
wood into an item of profity and, furth
the conservation of the by-products o

wood distillaiion presents & o8 _
scope for enterprise, as many Ol s
iﬂlm in great demand throughout A
¥, B P % A AR [ 2
The importation of paper in Australis’
is onormous, and it is well Wﬂﬂh con-
eidering what might bo done in the Coms;
monwealth to produce it.  In South Aus
tralia the draip on the supply of raw
material ggnwnjmm which would be su
able for papermaking, except, p& 1
the ver; roughest kind, would beé m
too govere. {7
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