S\ NEW HUMANISM.”
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EY PROFESSOR'S

IMPRESSIONS.

Profeseor Trvine, of the newly-established
Chair of Economics and Commerce at Syd-
‘pey University, has not long returned from
a trip abroad, on which he saw a good
‘deal of the big universities of Canada and
the United States. He gave (says the
Sydney “Daily Telegraph') an account of
his impecasions in a hitherto unreported
Jecture to the University Union the other
day. Being those of an expert, and an
Australian who travelled as a learncr acd
with an open mind, they should be inte-
resting, not only because of their indirect
‘bearing upon our own Universities, but
also from the light they throw upon the
much-talked-about tendencies of higher
education in America,

~ As Professor Irving sums things up,
Jhat struck him finally about Américan
Universities was their friendline:s, the
catholicity of their conception of learning,
the absence of priggishness and exclusive-
ness in their attitude to the non-university
world. “Taken as a whole,”” he says,
“they exist for the people., They eerve
al] clasees and all legitimate intercsts with-
out distinetion, Their aumn is to democra-
tise the knowledge of the f.w and muake
it the possession of the many, and they
are not ashamed of being dubbed atin-
tarian when their efforts have doubled
the yield of wheat or improved the gov-
ernment of cities. I believe that these
American Universities, by taking part in
the' life of the people and servang their
commaon end, are dey eioping a new Kind of
bumunism, which i3 going to .be broader!
and richer, kindlier r.Eau the humani-m of
the past.)’ :

. The Valve of American Degrees,
Professor Irving begins by cleacing away

a prejudice,  In g0 0ig A couniry as
Ameitca, with go misteldancous a popula-

tion, it is only natusul that there should be
many institutions which will not bear ex-

amination, Buf there are also a dozen or !
more American Universities which can |
hold their own with any in the

worid. And these institutions contain just
As many scholarly, well-trmin men as caa
be found in older academic centres.  Uni-
versilles 10 America require almos: as
muca capital, equipment, and business
skill to run as the mo:t complicated bil-
lion-dollar trust. But this ebormous ex-

endituce represents a great deal more than

Jsplay; iU expresses the thorouzuly prac
tice! yet| profound belief of the people of
"America in ecducation.  -There are ten
Anicrican Universities, each with more
‘than 3,000 students; mix with more taan
gﬁm; one {(Columbia) with close on 7,000,

voral ore IJI'EDH'.‘II}% for a student popu-
Iasion of 10,000. The 14 Ere.ﬂ UnVersi-

& have altogether more than 60,000 <tu-
deats. It would seem that everybody in
America must at some time or other have
been 1o colloge! But, of course, a great
many of these institutions fail to reach the
American conception of a university, and
woold rank with us little higher than se-

y schoala.

' ~ Benevolent Millionaires,

The endowments of the great American
Universities are pretty startling.
are 'frwénm::l:
CAx0, /3.951;

Columbia, £141,500;
_Harvard, £305357;
Califormia, £253.16;,
essor, a smull univer-
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the movement of thougit
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supplied. #o that the teachérs are
Jdevote their time to the work o
tific generalisation, and to the et

L7 ! I | .ﬁ Lt H.m Hl ‘:1 b1 Inauste
S Tocimg for the. universties.  Curc | 1y
ously eho nﬁl. ‘the influcnce of these old
g‘::&ﬁit'ﬂ uﬁn been almost nlwar_ of i
conservotive oharacter. The tenching stafl
on some-of these great institutions is very | |
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“A crowd of g*ﬂﬂﬂ m; '6.000 nt'}l-

evelops,” eays the professor, “a
fﬁnnmtfldmvﬂlmlm of 1ts own. The erhsrhlﬁ-rt |
neglect of the want of tact makes  the
gtudent publie opinion the supreme power
jn the university: and if. as sometimes
#HK‘I‘IH;Irﬂd by -Lmﬂn IE I‘htl:r,
viel lenders, the influence on the whele
f:tl:ﬁ'gt hody is disastrous. as regards both
gcholarship and character.”

A Difect in the Amerionn System.

Acvording to the system which is growing
‘up in America, largely owing to Gerinan
influence, “tesching is only one of a uil-| ences, and works up the answers
versity’s  fnetions, and = perhaps  the questions, and on the next
smallest oueé.. Its chief function is the| 95 5r o meet their lecturer, and thv dis-
conservation, the advancement, and d.u‘-!.cuﬁinu begins.  The. ‘lectuces rohantd
erimination of knowlédge, the pushing out: | starts it by asking some testion, and
of that borderline between the known and | his function is to et S
the unknﬂ‘“"ﬂ “‘hil.'.'h' Eﬂﬂﬂ?itulﬁﬁ [hc hu]“';r] Lo thrﬂw 3 criticﬂ
horizon.” It iz the ambition of the greater

¢ - of a university; indeed, the & :t%-"-" -_-'
reities, partmental or fuenlty Hhrnrisn[l}g gro
ing in America, particularly whml,:hg

versity buildings are scattered, .
The “Quiz and Discussion” Method.,

-

has to a great extent given
American universities, to what
called the *quiz and diseusaion”
Eueh student is given A
carefully ‘thought out, _
tim to take part in %a logical  ang
coherent discussion.”

gets of questions

day classes of

comments,

' tdoubls, where there is any tendency to
'American Universities to increase the num- || pass over difficulties too. lichi '
f}ﬂ* of their graduate students, They dr:m*ll.‘ ﬁm ¢nd there i‘:'lﬂ,\' be a ll'gﬁhtlsj;mmiﬁ:
a line between undergradunte and gradaate. up of the conclusions reached. This

i . 3 F . Frd
tem, according to Professor Irvine, may
have a quite extraordinary power in
stimulating interest and arousing thought.:

They treat the first as mainly a learner,
with no trme for original work or too imn- |
mature for it. . But when be enters the’

graduate school he is the maeter of 2| Byt jn many cazes it seomed 't LAl 2 o
method, and ‘can dig out facts for himself, || ticely.  Apparently evergthing dEpE!:da.
and perhaps add to the sum of useful know-| .o the lecturer. -
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ledge. Professor Irvine admits bhat thisll "Fingiv comes the question  whethe
sy=tem is enabling Amer an T.’T‘l!‘.'l;:t‘-.-'lt!'l:‘i!” “plutocracy expots, in return for ite mmﬁ-i
to turn out' not merely accomplished !l fioince, any conformity of thought: with
habit and power of independent investign-

o e | Peolfessor Irvine found little evidence of
tion, ¢specially on the scientific #ide.,  Busl| evidence of

tific & Y any desire hackle :' i %
he believes that the distinction thus Fil.].vﬂf.: ;Indm["l:]-l-fﬁffii‘ﬂ h;lelfb:i‘r:t;. uﬁt?ll:!:lliﬂell,\r;
drawn between ‘the college and gra-} th,. g:most frecdom in eriticising  trust
duate  courses 8 likely to kil | nmethods and in attacking the: soe R e
h t"[l'['ﬂ.l l‘."'“ﬁﬂ.‘i.tv ﬂ.nd int{qr[-.gt1 f 1% 1 . K e sSOCAl T
the na of tne plutocracy. He''d

_ _ iscovered only
two cases in which outspoken professo
ot into any trouble. One lost hiz hile
ct, buft was immediately Snanped up by
another university, The charge againsts
America actually do this. He also ques-, ;l;t:.q nt;u:-r;ﬂ;}-hn bad ingigsed inupony t'he*
tions the advisability of prolonging uni-/| ;70 S'Eﬂﬁh;ngeiu}mﬁ,m rusfén'r{-hea q'“t"i
vereity life to the extent encouraged by ift SURUTDRARY: (DY SRRV SRR SIUA O ﬂmb’
things as trades unions, corporation,;

of students. as well as their indrrmndvmm'
and initintive. He believes  that the
method of the graduate school should be
applied right throngh the colleze eourse,
and that the best university teachers in

-ﬂ o U] Tonnas 3 . w -
E:‘; i?;inu}:: ﬂ‘;ﬁ:,“‘a mT'Ian;;ﬁ:;Ic:D;d ?ﬁ; }Trmnm, wnsurance, and  public. utlli jes—
= Juaces ‘ - ' ) Az oy 5o il sl s
Life in, Le students who hang rtound in. -, Vas even accuscd<of entertaining

definitely may be very industricus, earnest, “f'”r"'“?f _[I"l‘}'-‘-ﬂ'l;i“-'"}ﬂu through. o* “What.
and receptive, hut they are not wusually; ©7G" Moy, b ks limitations swhich tram-
men with originative power or the spirit| O enauiry elsewhere, _said the futhori:
of discovery and adventure.” pos ol s umversity, Wisconsiniifweshed

The “Social Museum.” lieve that  this great state universitu

In America the great controversy between| {€arless #ifting and
the classieal and scientific  ideale is prac-| alone truth can be found.”

tically. over. . Out of it, Profestor Tryine' < e A
saye, has come mutual respect and a con- |
ception of learning less exclusive than iy
still the case at most Dritish universities.

[shou'd ever encourage that rontinual and!
winnowing by which

4

The carriculum covers the whole domain
of human interests. New subjects that pro-

mise to be serviveable are welcomed, and
none 18 considered unworthy., = Also, the

Amerians bave learned the uvse and fune-
tion of libravies. They realise that these
are the proper storenovses of information,
and that learning is not so much fue
acqiurement of knowledge as of mental ex-
pertness in ifying, interpreting, amd
ressoning from pa'rtmuhr data. *Scholar-
BIID In America aims less at eradition than
at a_kind of culture calculated to give
breadth of view, tolerance, and friendli-
ness, and skill ip_marshalling and inter-
El‘ehnf: facts, which need not nvceamril;r

¢ beld permuanently in the. memory.”
Amgrican universities, again. through
their degreés in

for
they insist upon a certain
prelimivary  standard © of mﬁrchaﬂl eilu-
nave di-covered that averace
people are quite abls to follow university
courses in a varietv of subjects without
' the systematic preparation previously
. thought nec ) | |
Une of the most characteristic features
' of the best American universities is the
‘amportance they attach to the organi-a-
 tion of the means of research. Not only
. has the inclusion of the seientific and pro-
fessional devartments made this necessary,
but between these and the “humanities’
have come a mew and important set of '
ﬁ:&:g——-—tht social ncie;eﬂ— . ﬂgﬂlnlding' 80~

« economucs. and political science. |
These also need a lbnéhtfﬁ_qﬁi t, of
which the best and most typieal instance
A8 #een' in the Social Museum of Harvard.

40 this institution are coilected not only -
books L reviews dealing with eocial sub-
jects, tut reports of societies, and of socia)
experiments of all ".,:Mpnf:r cut-
tings on !lll _matters of eocim] interest,
conmries, statistics —cserpining. thas et

o

. 5y g ':i."" 'Iin'_.ll
arge. Outside . mniversity circles Pro- | | opened a field for research into ¢ e prob.
}mr “Irvine found it stated . fre<| | lems of the dav. Such an ingbi 4‘1}
quently and emphatically that beyond a| | often made a kind of public research ¢ o
certain point size in A university | | partment, in which legislators and persons
was n disadvantage. It seemed to bel | interested in social reform may find  ine
"ecommonly believed that the process of “go-| | formation claesificd and  up-to-ds 5, SIF
ng to the devil” was easicr inthe hig nui- would not be housed in tht'ﬂen‘F r




