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FyFrometne  Kav. AT'W. Gordon; Victo
Harbour—“Profesor  Jethro  Brown’
,'j‘_ﬁ'lﬂiﬂt;.g& religious  beliel is eitber a
RY ﬂrv-l't-iljll v nwm frivolons phrase: and
- with a h."ﬂe, meditation on the authority
-?ﬂﬂf n which it r i, the mind inclines to
tie latter. There is an intolerance of|
b “-rmﬂ.s. tht naqus itied in art,
&cicnee, an industry; and.the work of the|
ﬂw icemdn who catches the thief{
! ni: more ed and auded then|
€ plans and methods of the scientific de-|
S i &
| differenice between theo
and knowledge. The scientifie detécl:i?;

enimns in theory, while the biz ‘bobby' has
already had o hand-to-hand scuffle wi{h his
man and put Bim into ward. And eo the
Ludmcﬁ.t af thg}e\-t educated man who
af: undergone & spiritnal experience is
ne valuable béside: the amassed jud
_-Jg:entu of those who profess but academ,c
onours and a contempt ‘for religion. The
competent judge of religions tendencies is
the religions man, and only be who has

undergone a spiritual expertence ought to
n':m rrjrnpeft.-' Let the teachers np?eglk i'm-J
themseives. T happen to have a latter

gﬁ;l" Ez;:;l!n.hj* t!'.'m:heil of a fairly large
00l wiho asserts that the church ha
builded greater than she knows, and iufcr:
that she i= an indispensable ally to the
leacher and to the school. Then why the
professor émphhsizes 23 agcause ‘the pro-
gress of sceplicism in thought' is hard to
 understand. e ‘progress’ is no more
vonspietious ° regard to religion than in
anytaing else; nor is it any more UTOgTes-
eive, In the days of Lather and Knox was
it ot even mors progressive? Perhaps much
more f[:pprfrsscd* t us hope that the
day wil'! never come when scepticism will
be anything else than progressive. And as
_fF as the ‘multiplication of the forms of
pieasure or entertoinment unassociated with

e churches’ as a further cause, is 0on-
ﬂﬁﬁi.;u:g to n}:,v age you will, and I

: e professor i

period of ‘the church's life Ak, Yo any
of religion was unassociated with

n leasure
or entertainment moere than it inpt.o-dgv.

Perbaps the professor’s authort
all. is the ‘one nastor who dares nnjt:‘ Egt:{
of ecertain things to his congrezation’ At
any rate, although unwittingly, we have
o given the most consnicuous cause of
the ‘waning religious belief.’ Too long thel
Christian Church bas suffored on this ac-
count, 'ﬂ:as she not established for thel
purpose of ‘preaching Christ’ and His mes-
sage® And if there is any man within the
choreh who “‘dares not’ do this work. his
only honest course is to leave it, From |
the chair of philosophy. we do not expect
to 15ten to what the profesgor savs he does ||
not know: and from the Christian pulpit |
we ought not to have men preaching forl:
rist, whose word he dnes not believe, and ||
is nfmlg_;u preach. With regard to Emer- |1
ietum. can merely b :
on the ground of our pmwrm{ve t:c:g:t?::[:r: l
rexirding his competency to judge as |
sniritval eritic. Tn other words it ia donht. |

ful whether Emerson ever had a ‘spiritua]

experience in  the relizions se :
gaifted about a good deal. and Iilfeis hEg |

to krow just what he > ing |
‘faith in ii'iﬁnt Anees,’ el eang |
vrom Thos. Reddin,' Mount @ Ter:

"FI"'JFEEFQI: Jethro  Brown is rEI:ﬂm:t‘Earﬂ: i
hmﬁ_ng gaid “Most men either thought of
Christ as philosopher or eaint, or though*
of Him mot “at all.”  Surely "most mﬁi |
W too n-‘weapm-:u Tt is the Pro’essor’s cﬁg-
v otion? And is he ‘udging others by his
own peck? Permit me to eav it is not
mine. = 2 pactor astured him he ‘dared not
sneak of hell™“That pastor mpst have
thonght be onght to speak of the siermn
reality of _'hg'll.- or why talk about not dar.
::'z}:t: d_;;:i.“_ H‘t;ilia has not the conraze|
nhets of Bulmq ne mention of ﬁb: 7
iardice elicited ‘Tanghter.” [t onght ta-l‘:ﬂw'
‘gvoked erics of ‘Shame!” T venture to =4
fome of the nrafessor's henrers did not o
in the lanchter. The statement }ﬂn
I'I:ﬂp!e would not stand it (the teachin u";
t e stern reality of hell). reminds ﬂn: of

2 Tim; ‘v. 3—For the time will come when|
they will not endure sound doctrine; - hut
after their own lusis shall they ht.';‘n to
themuelves tonchers, having itching enrs,’

T am & Methodis preacher. and for me ‘tha

wherein the spirit | ;

savereien Divtity of Che
S i 1!'4
:-15"]"': Heaven. 2nd the stern reality of |

' tamgnt by O romad 1
. n salid|
mh:— Profewear Prown ﬂ:;!]..._m o “'g

o Let him emerge fro: e
taal comed and-mave nmnr:ﬂ;'h:-'i'h::ﬂ'-'f’f

. and be will find them th 5
En- Axay, 'bnf these truths :?ﬁ mﬂf

{nimity prevalls.

TEACHERS AND THEIR MISSION. [t

—_—— |
The proceedings of the Publie

School Peachers’ Unjon Congress offer
an ioteresting study in couceptions of
duty and methods of service. On the
opening day a fine assembly of teachers
listened attentively to eloquent and
stimulating disquisitions from friendly
counsellors concerning school alms and
objects, and the grave and growing re-
sponsibilities attaching to the task of
instructing the young. In subgequent
sessions the members of the union en-
\zaged In the consideration of the defl-

| clencies of the education system, the
‘adyocacy of schemes of reform, andg

the trials and difficulties—many of
them remedlable—incidental {o teach-
ing in the natilonal schools. Some of
the lessons learned from practical ex-
perience are in striking contrast to the
idegs of outside theorists. On a sup-
remely important point, happily, una-
Endorsement was
heartily given to the sentiment ex-
pressed by His Excellency the Gover-
nor that the main asset to be looked
for from education is character:—=Up-
rightness, truth, and honour are the
qualities upon which character is foun-
ded, and those qualities form the basis
of that patriotism and love of country
which are identified with the great tra-
ditions of the Anglo-Saxon race.”” NoO
outlay on education could be too large
if it would assure to the State a high
standard of citizenship—self-discip-
lined, industrious, and devoted to duty.
This conviction has been increasingly
apparent in recent years, and it is pro-
ducing beneficent effects in relation to
school influences and the assistance
given to youths and girls to make a fair
start in life. In this vast southern
continent the exceeding sparseness of
the population accentuates the need of

{developing men and women who shall

rightly esteem and use the exceptional
privileges associated with Australian
nationality. The teachers, therefore,
may in spirit address to themselves the
inspiring words which Shakspeare put
into the mouth of Richard II.:—

Look not on the ground
Ye favourites of a King! Arme wo not high?
High be our thoughts,

The demand on teachers in reference
to the formation of character should
wlways be kept in view, but it would
be a serious mistake to burden them
with responsibilities in that reogzard
which more properly belong to others,

sume that school teachers shonld be

torily. He believes that, as an ally
of the teachers, the churches have lost
some of their former power; that the
discipline of the family ‘has relaxed:
and that the spirit of authority has
weakened. Undoubtedly, the present
Is a transitional perfod, and jn some
aspects old interpretations of religious

| faith have lost their potency; but these
+ conditions do not justify the conclusion

In his able and brilliant address Pro-|
fessor Jethro Brown appeared to as- :

willlng to. relieve “‘other powers” of |
| tasks which they may be either unwill- |
ing or incompetent to perform satisfac- |

‘they are assiSting to emphs

‘much to the child, as though it was

Professor himself is doing—the super- |
lative value of character training, and
are devoting more aftention than ever
before to the apganization and improve-
ment of Sunday schools, with manif;
advantage to many thnmndlg
and girls who receive Biblical ins
tion and kindly counsel in those insti
tutions. If the churches v :i*;.;
the teacher as they once did, the
should promptly mend thelr ways and |
recover the lost power, ‘The State can-
not hope to advance in strength and
true prosperity withount the reverential,
religious spirit, and that cannot be
malntained and fostered withount an all-
conquering faith in and gense of depen-
dence upon the Supreme Being. Both |
the school and the church are therefore
vitally necessary to the Commonswealth,
and they must work in sympathy, -
The social value of rank has cer-
tainly become insignificant in Austra-
lia, but something far better is pro-
mised in the “dream of a4 new aristoe-
racy, based not on birth or wealth, but
on mind and character.” The publie,
as well as the teachers, may profit by
the suggestive remarks of Professor
Jethro Brown and Mr. Angas Parsons,

M.P., regarding-the bestvays in which)

S—

the most valaable factors of the EchnoTr
may be profitably exercised. But the
fullest consideration mupst be given
t0  the teachers’ own Erperieﬁm
as narrated at the conference.
Plainly, they suffer «from substantial
srievances, and the interests of their
pupils are thereby unavoidably preju- )
diced. The school has been made too |
much of an experimental ground for |
faddism, and the curriculum is over- |
loaded. In the langnage of a lady |
speaker, “Efforts are made to teach too '

r
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never going to have any more éducation
after it left school.” Apparently, the
failure of the continuation classes can |

‘be fairly attributed to intellectual nau-

sea. Instead of leaving school with
an abiding love of learning, the avers
age boy is fempted to follow the ex= |
ample of Toots, who, after a sewvere 1‘
cramming under Dr. Blimber, set him-}
gelf heartily to forget everything hﬁ'. ]
had been taught. The “rights” of th?,{

arowing boy or girl eall for the aban-}
donment of all cramming, all over-exasj
mination, and everything eise ,Whit,_‘.,h :-
directly or indirectly tends to retardy
healthy developmeént. The school-going 1[.“_
period must be extended, and teacuersf
and children relieved of undue straiil

As  the Acting -Minister ~ of}
Education has promised tl

- ame .'.51 |
ment shall be made in the & _.Ed'.-“.; .I
subjects taught, the teachers may réasj
sonabily expect that their ¢ retully ©6 ll
vised proposals for the =:;‘:+: ”
of the Department, and their requnests
for fresh concessions to ﬁ.{

will, so far as Is expedie n;;'?h;;_%;
Governmental approval. M’Eﬁ.&‘??‘-’ i
covering primary, Secondary, #B8

higher education, in all-their branct

must soon be added o the 8
hobkﬂ, Unﬂ ﬂf ‘I'E l’rdff-':::'-!"'lp '
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