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E;'Ej] s address at the opening session
of toe amnual confercnce of the Soutii
1;- itralian Public

=

jon Monday morning, «Professor Jethro

wn, of the Adelude Unpiversity, de-
gred an tmportant utierance * concerns
ipg the growing respensibilities of e
Reacher.  The school teacher he said, re-
oned o his hands the youtnh of a
gation. He had a great opportunity and
fipon toe use winch o made of it de
i to & larze extent the character of
the people and the destiny of the nation.
(Cheers.)  Other powers were at work,
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the epirit of aunthority, the laws and in-
etitutions of the State. But to<day some
of these powers, though at ‘work, were
not so potent as {hey had been, and the
merease in the  activity of the State
threw upon  the teacher a responsinlity
of which the cxtent was not fully ap-
preciated by the ¢ommunity—perhaps not

{ even by teacher himself. (Cheers).
The Churchv 'as Ally.,

It was his gpinion and he gave it for
what 1 s wprth, that the value of the
| church as an jally to the teachér was loss
than it wsed to be,  The most conspicuous
causes at wotk had been the p e=8 of
scepticism  ig thought,” the ‘imerease in
man’s maferigl possessions, and the mults-
phcation of forms .of pleasure or enter-
tainment which were uumngiuhﬂ with
the churches, and often MY unavowed

rivalry with them. Let them Teflect for

& moment upon - the - resgdlts: of the
jcombined influences  of dhese causes
a3 revealed in the waning efficacy of relig-

ous belici.  The old rehigion ghve men a
theory of human life.. It affirmed the ox-
actitude of Genesis, the sovereignty of
God, the Mivinity of Chnst, the hope of
heaven, gnd the stern reality of hell.  Adl
To

avetem. What hnd become of them?

dared not speak of it.  “My people,”  he
said, “wouldn’t stand it for a moment.”
(Laughter.) Thp cosmogony of the older
theologians bad become o jeat; the edu-
cated man ne longer discussed the exacti-
tude of Genesis,  Most men ¢ither thought
of Christ as philosopher or=aint—orthought
of Him not at all. (Hear, héar:)” Finally,
while without the churches men professed

anyvthing maght be true of God, but said
nothing could be known to be true, the
world within the churehes, after surviving
the attrek of =cience, was still underzoing
the more severe ordeal of historical criti-
cism. A boy who belicted in hell, ns he
 belicved i it, had a strong, though not an
exalted motive to good conduel.  (Laugh-
ter.) A parent who believed in hell, as
his parents helieved in hell, had a motive
to watch with cxeeeding anxicly over the
child’s moral development. Take  away
this belief altogether, or weaken its inten.
sitv. and they would depreciate the vilue
of the chureh as an ally tothe teacher, an.
loss *the human msterial with which the
church had to deal admitted of appeal to
more exalted motives of e-eI:ml power.
{Cheers.)  So far a2 he was able to judge.
the great mags of individuals had celaxed
their hold upon an ancient erced withont
replacing thal creed by any conviclion or
fu{rll:h of comparvable power. -
Corporote Responsibility. :
They mi;ht_think that lie bad taken a
 gloomy. view of recent p ...and had
jgnored those aspects of modern life which

revenled progress 1o g real sense—for ex-
ample. the tﬁ_ﬂlw_'.hi of democmiey, '!}:1
the th of a sense of corponate respon-
sibility, of ~solidarity, and of human
brothechoods Ax a mattar of faet, how-
ever, when they turmed to lﬁﬁ‘ﬁ
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the first place, as tea in o democ

Ieon;mnniggi ey were not miﬂa

EACHERS’ RESPONSI-

acting in allinnce  with the teacher—the,
dizciplime of the c¢hurch and the family,,

these were bound fogethier in one great’

talk of hell to-day was hardly polite, avd

beeame dangerous,
be hud the assurance of one pastor thnat h,[,i

ampled an add
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ferred. The great mstrument in the n
benance of the racial type bad b ﬁ-
yal selection,  The average offspring of pa-
rents was likely to bo belows ruther than
above, the pnrmtnlm.vara.fu. Henee, if in
the past all the offspring had sarvived, the
' result would havé been g steady degenera-

[tionn of the' mce. ' ‘Nutu selec-
Lion,  however, hid  elimipated the | |
Lrelatively weak, and thus, secured the | |

y School Teachers” Union| | hreeding of the rmoe from ilie "helatively
. The result had been only clomp-
wily attained; there had Deen much cruelty
irable forms of in-
desirable fﬂi'nln
Ths

strong.

in the process. Undes
feriority had survived, and
of supepority had been sacrificed.
“it” had indeed  survived:; but the ft-
neis had meant a fitness to sirvive in a
pitrticular ényironment, Still, making
due' allowanee for
' the operation of natural scloction had
worked, steadily and persmstently, m the
direction of® maintainmg the racial stan-

dard. |

Race Environment.
In the popular mind there pensted tae
belief that independently of scleclion they
could improve a mee by MIproving
environment of that race. UOf course ¢n-

it operation affected the individual ratoer
than the racial type.
ment in the broadest sense.  He meant
matic conditions,
plexus of beliefs, opinons, knowledze, so-
cial, economic, and political conditions.
Environment so defined was of tho utmost
importance. But there werne gertain things
which it could effectively do; and certain
thinzs which it could not effectively
Consider for a moment the things wiich
it could effectively do.  Tn the first l]rl:ii{_!L
social and ecomomic institutiona might De
of such a nature as to affect the forms
of fitposs upon which patural aciection
' operated.  The fitnels, for example, n-
stead of being dependent upon a capacity
to survive mm a free fizht might be'in part
dependent upon tae  possesston of mental
or moral quilitics which belopged to a
higher plane. In the second piuce, an
enviromment might bring out the poien-

tialities  for good, and - TEPrew the
noténtialities . for evil  an.  the f:h_:!-
dren  which = were borm  pto b

But it was just at this poinl that the

all
such qualifications,

the |

vironment was extremely important; but

o
"

He used environ-

by it much more than physical and cli-
He incladed the com-

do.!

|

popular belief” to which he had roferred |

1t was commonly be
lieved that if they provided an ideal en-
viromment for a vhild, say of criminal tev-
| dencies, or defective physigue, they would
not only improve him as an individual, bul
wonld wlso imsrove him as a breeding
stock., Now the weight of scientific opinion

{did not countepance this belief. A« an in-

dividual they might have made a man of
liim: as a breeding stock he remained what
he was. Of course, this cut both ways.
1 an imdividual who might Tave grown up

@ tolerant agnosticiam, which admitted thot |

onod grew up bad, while he detenoratel as
Sn individual a3 a breeding stock he oo
iimed what. e wias,  All ths was ex-
pressed . in  sctemtific © terms - fs tha
doctring -~of = the non-transmision Ol
acquired characters. The individual trans.
' mitted inborn—not  aequired—cha raclers,
On_ the face of it thix =eemed ridrculous,
if not impossible, But the very fact that
5t did geem vidiculous and wmpossible only
tended to make its endorsement by the

weight of scientific opmion more signilv
' eant. Speaking for himsell, he acceptad
that opinitn, knowing that 3t was the re-
sult of prdlonged and clabornte inyestigas

tion by many of the ablest-minds of the
ago. « ((heers.) :
| Heredity.

I that were so it ‘had an imnebse Sigm-
ficance for the xocial reformer, wiho uul
been prone to dmaging thut he comld swo
the race by providing an adequate nurture
for the children and that b this mewns
the next geuerstion would be bern with
a clean heritage. But lhﬂli:]m‘ﬁ not shed
the pakt iln lh_lll-t ) '...hfm could mﬂ;
secire o C¢lean hen by the 4

breeding from “or stocks. Tho child
of the shim mieht be taken oot of the
!-Ihil‘-rl'l:]!: hhu wou ddh'rqu_,l the stock frotn
which he eane, L :
vironment. Nator @m“ muet ahwiys

i:-!mnte; and i v =
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ri) ible.  But a potent facto
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fication of the o
tion. Hg had reso
ture of every
resolution ei_halﬁd be accompanied L
cognition of the price 1o be pand. -
That price included i o s S
all the influences grouped under envirg
ment-—conspicuoualy @ recogaition of ¢

importance of the teacher to the com:
i hw&]m%gh o

Munity. - There were
people to-day who wanted to be i
withont payiug the price of virtoe. '
thing could not be done. (Cheens.
| cally and morally having dec

" huving decided in B
of the nurture ©f the unfit as well a5
the fit, the décision became a
blessing, unless :
make lﬁ] the sacrifi
Bqetfiy he' beat possibla

| vouth of the pation the ' e ma-
terigl, mental and moral environment—eon:
spicuously the bost and complelest system
o education thal their ingenwity can e
vise. (Cheers.) They had undertaken,
perhaps without realizsing their full respon-
sibilities, a decision to weaken one factor
in the mumntepapce and de ment of
the national life.  Good; but muet
shoulder the responsibilities. The [ask
was stupendous. It demanded the best
braing and the highest character that the
nation could devote to the work. (Cheers.)

If. a< he believed, tie religous disviplioe
ot (ime past had lost much of itz old

power, i the discipline of the famidy bad

relaxed and the spirit of @uthority had
weakened; and if the progedsave qualifica
tion of natural selection thfew an ever-in
creasing  importauce upon ¢hvironment,

then the teacher of t ' found his re
sponsibilities multiplied indefimtely. He
did not ask Trow the teachér was going
to discharge these ineressed responsibibi
ties,  He was coptent to indicate their es-
istence. They demanded a werious thoughi,
both on the teachers” part and on the part
of & community which they served so ably
(Cheers.) . :
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“\WANING RELIGIOUS BELIEF.
Referring to changed conditions as mate-

rial which bove npon the ‘question of tt:l-

cition and responsibilities of the to
EEEI'I,' Prolessor Jethro Brown, in the
course of an nddress fo the Toeas . k
‘gress on Monday. alladed to an A
‘which he had written for The Hibbert Jour-
mm ‘Thn“_ Eﬂ ~OnvICit
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which might provoke their

theless, it was his opmion,
to them for what 1t
the value of the ch
tescher was




