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qualification for the preliminary examl-
nation of eakes of accldent, such as that
of which the lad Gough was the unfor-
tonate vietim. In behalf of the Hos-
pital Board, it should be remembered
that the practice so strongly con-
demned has been In foree for nine
years, that it bas been tacitly approved
by the medical members of the Board,
and that the eircumstances attending
the lamentable, fatality under conside-|
ration were most exeeptionnl and extra-
ordinary, Dr. Florey was In error,
but possibly even a surgeon of “skilly
and experience” would bhave acted
L'qlmllnrly, * Indeed, the doctor who

ical fnstruction '&ﬁnntngurn 5 ;  fo the Bditor, f
loma, and residence for months | = o o have the goryy spec- .
a hospital, must surely afford some. hﬁ‘,"‘ﬂ“ﬁ:”ﬁ?mur Smith utilizing the |

treated the lad in his home “pre-
seribed for the wound.” A witness of |
'the accldent assured Dr. Florey that|
no part of the belt was missing; and,
A8 the original abdominal wound—so
Dr. Tudd deposed—was  “trivial and
superficial,” the Iady conscientlously
belieyed that the injury was slight.
Probing the abdomen wonld have had
a “tendency to produce the very resnlt
that it was being songht to aveold:”
and, nntil acute peritonitis had set in,
no one suspected the presence in the
’body of a large steel rivet. As such a
[peeulinr accident, Involving the likeli
‘hood of a fatal mistake in diagnosis.
may not recar for many years to come,
the high reputation of the Hospital
onght not to suffer from the misadven-
tare.  The Coroner's criticisms, how-
@ver, shonld indoce the Board to take
additional pains, if possible, to supply
the puoblic with “the best available
skilled medical services for all occn. !
sions.

position as Coroner to make a vinueut and
dh&liuei 'atﬁckr-on “the Hospital Board,
the University, and the medioil professwn
—uncalled for. because <he enquiry hud
othing whatever to do with the nlmf,hcnl
profession as @ whole, or with Loe Univer-
©ty. The enquiry was to ascertain the
facts concerning u death from a pﬂ!lﬂtﬁilt-
ing wound of the abdome. Any one who
has any experience of surgery Knows that
thiese cases are most deceptive and ditfioult
to. diagnose, Possibly Dr. Florey made a
mistake in not keeping the boy in the Hos-
| pital for further o rvation, but it was a
rdonable mistake—one which a

;’:"T l: of wvasy experience ! mi::_hl have
made, Even Dr. Ramsay Swmith, had he

been in Dr. Florey's place, might have
fallen Ilg I::\.Dlr. Flui-gy _hl!']nku no rule of the
Hoepital in pot seeking dssistance (rom
the Medical Syperintendent. The house
surgeons are entitled to deal with all cazes

[ mi injuries, and in this case Dr,
E!Iﬂ:;:'u?lt:.uugi)lt the boy had only contusion
of the abdominal wall; and, as I said be-
fore, one with more experience than this
young lady doctor possessed, might as
easily have mad a similar mistake. |
One might ask, why the Coroner Iarﬂl
Fimself out to make wviolent atiacks on
the Hospital Board, the University, and
the medical profession on every possible
occasion, The reason, in my opinion, I8
not far to seck. Dr. Smith came out here
ircm an obscure village in the old country
to accept a position on the pald stalr ot
tbe Adelaide Hospital. After the hono-
rary staff had resigoed owing to ceértan
actions taken by the Kingston Government,
he and hiz colleamnes carried on the work
of the Adelaide Mcepital for s=ome yenrs.

- house sungeons at the Adelaide Hospital

After a time the Government and the Hos-
pital Board—somewhat. reluctantly, per-
'haps—saw that to carry on the work of the
Hospital satisfactorily, they must have the
old honorary staf® back asain. The old
honorary staff returned. Dr. Smith was
anxions to be included in the staff, bhit the
Hospital Board turned him down.  Later
cn he applied to he admitted to the degree
of ALA. at the Adelaide . University by
writing a thesis on some medical subisct.
The Universily Council did not consider
the thesis a Gtting one for the degree ap-
nlied for. So we have Dr. Ramsay Smith
turned down hy his old supnorfers. the
Heospital Board: his thesis refuzed by the
University, and himssl{ ostracised by the
Inrge majority of the medical profession.
Henee nrobably tho<e tenrs, -

At any rate, we have the Coroner going
out of his way to attack these tnree in.

- stitutions. The Coroner enid:—He might

g0 over the whole of Dr. Florey’s evidence
without coming to any other conclusions
than that it amounted to a record of in-|
experience. Therefore one must enquire
how it waz that an officer without ox-
perience could be entrusted with orave
1ssues of lite and death in a public instity-
tion like the Adelaide Hospital” The

are appointed as a drule from applicants
who have been recently cranfed ther de-!
gree. The same practice prevails, as top
Coroner should well know, in nearly every
large public hospital the world over. Tliure!
¥ no other means of filling these appoint-
ments. Men of large experience cannol
he expected to take them, but these young
doctors always have the medical superin.
tendent to fall back on in serions cases, or.
failing him, 2 member or mem of the
bonorary staff. The house surgeons are
not entrusted with serious cases and cazeq
with grave wsues of life and denth. In
this cise tn voint there was no serions
c_n_ndu:mn—-tm_:re Was No serious jesie of
life and death when the pationt first at |
tended at the Adelaide Hospital—aconvd-
inx to the evidener of all concerned. "Thig|
wag Inrther proved by the fact that
Dr. Wizg, 2 man of very large exporience,.
did nnﬁ;ﬁt}ﬁ:d&r thehﬂmc i ﬁt'riﬂf!l.;b ar grave
one w saw the palient after he lad
been sent homwe from the Hospital, The
Coroner af this inquest delivered a long ad.
dress, evidently carelully prepared for the
occasion. on the “fonctions of a hospital "
| SUrgrons gaiming expevience,” and ‘‘duly
aualified ers,”  which, like the
flowers that blaom in the spring, had no-

thing to do with the case. Th i
;‘:;'.E‘ s of abesurditics and im

roner can make the most astound.
inz stements, and there is 1o one to ‘égn-

Aradict him or argue the question. |

| Space will

'lin a hospital to which a medical s¢
|attached will be sure of getfing the advan-
| Luge of the skill and experience af the best
‘| men available in that pacticular ety where

ot allow me to point out
he inaccuracies in this long-winded anc
.:hniliiehﬂva address b;h;e Coroner ‘i

.'ﬁ%’-.—ﬂﬁ rather, [ should call it a pose '1'., 2

e lay public; but 1 will content my-
gelf mt'}lth dilﬁng attention fo a few of | _*-
absurd statements. He says that “public
hospiitals exist partly for the relief of the
sick poor, party for the r_uhef of the sivk
who are not poor, but chielly for the ad
vancement of medical | |

. Ed.u.m i;,?',n!-l'l. Ty it
likely that the Government of Sg“m_~_“-¢ ;
sraltn would use the taxpayers’ mongy to
support & huﬁﬂflh_ﬂ chiefly for q"‘-ﬁr
edncation ¥ cdical education s an
important, but a secondary, function of
ull public hospitals. The primary fu o

tion is its velief of the 'sick poor. Un-
fortunately, in all pubk _hﬁllqtaln there

ore a certain number of ipeople who take
advantage of such instifutions who ‘can-
not, or should not, be mcluded under the

title of “sick poor.”" ~ Nécessarily a public
hospital must be availabls for all accidenty
und emergency cases, The Coroner goes

on to say:—"If the Adelaide IHospital
existed for the rclief of the sick poor, the

medical staff would be different from whit
it 13 at present.’” I pr ¢ he-means
' that those who are lecturers at the Uni-
virsity would not be on the Hospital staff.
Well, it is reasonable to suprose that only
the best men available are appointed as
lecturers and teachers at the -m-.-graiﬁ_.-
ITospital appointunents are often the resy

of political mfluence or personal friend:
ship by members of the board. This does
not apply to University appointments; and |
it iz an acknowledged fact all over the
vworld that University appointments are
made from the best men available in the !
profession.  Consequently the sick poor

ool =

tbe hosprtal exists. He says further that
the honorarv surgeons and physicians gse
the Hospital to make experiments on |
the patients—an ngly word, for the use of |
which he makes a lame apology. But still

the sting ‘which he meant to convey re-'
mains, and the statément is quite inaccn-|
rate. I can say trathfolly that the hono-!
rary staff at L":hﬂ Adelaide Hospital do !l:i:’t‘
use their positions to make experiments;
nor do they do unnecessary operations.

feel sure that no member of the tﬂtﬁ].
staft wonld do an oparation on a patient
m the Adelaide Hospital which he would
not do on the same patiedt were he or she
a private patient. It would be intepesting
t¢c know if any experiments were made, b
unnecessary operations done, when Dr.
Ramsay Smith und his colleague haﬂi’\*’i '

of the Adelaide Hospital. | Dr. Whittle.
who was thén the Coroner, us an honour-
able man would unt be likely to belittle 1he
medical profession, and consequently under- |
mine the confidence of the sick poor in the

treatment.  they . were to receive at the
.-'i':.!ll.ﬂ;lidu Hospital, iy B
 The Coroner’s remarks on ‘duly qualified
wractitioners and their privileges are really
too  absurd - and i‘llﬂgih‘h 10 rvequire an
answer, e says that “a degroe or diploms:
did not tescify that the holden possessedan

skill or any experience—that the Adelaide
University  did not undertake to' provide
skill, ubibty, or experience forits gradu-
ates; and that it cavelully relraingd from
certiiving . that: a' ' graduate Possesse I
any one of IELE three,” What qﬂ:h N
guarantee cowld 4 University give of the
skill, ability, op EXpiETinnee G{IE’; Eﬂlﬂ'ﬁ X
than the granting of a diploma, W?JPBI
meant that any student wao gained Jgﬂi
diploma had to go throungh five vears of.
sirenuous training at the University :-'-a.'lr-ﬁ;ﬂ:"
in lim_:’ideluide ﬁnapitd], and at the end’
o fach year pass a severe oxamination.
Surely that is the only available test E
asidity, skill, and experience in the medis
cal profession, or any other profession or.
trade!  Such riﬂiﬂ}lhﬂl% remarks "%u'ﬂ! g
irom a4 man occupying the immportant posis
vion of Coroner | }EG!JI;IME!'. topboﬁfgﬁt# 2o
tible, *He adds: —“{t was useless to imazing

that the general publie, 'or even the blos.
pital Board, could long be kepﬁ“.i!;;i‘ no!
of the dumagu done by entrusting or
making possible the entrusting ' of the

dingnosls treatment and mﬁ‘i ;
ea8es to officers of the institution who. had
not the skill, and could not m 5
perience, necessary and which was ds
manded for tho protection ﬂ,f,l%é il
as for the lgepcrnl comiort and care of
patients.” KFrom these and ocher remari
(the Coroner would evidently wish/the pub
lic tolinfer that the treatment, diagnosis
and care of the al:-ie'ltﬁ.'il'_i:“. n U
nds of the resident medical officer, Ne
| ne ghonld know hetter
(did such is not the case. The dis
Ireatment, and caro of patients are
(tireddy in the hands of the hono

al)
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